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It’s been a few months since
I’ve put out a magazine; 2020 has
brought many changes to my family
as well as many of yours.
Mark and I decided it was
time to downsize and put our house,
pole barn and 5.5 acres on the market.
Getting a home ready to sell required
a lot of sorting, pitching, hauling and
moving things to storage until we get
a new place built in the spring. It was
a lot more work than we anticipated
but now that it is behind us we are
looking forward to the future!
We are in Mesa, AZ until April 1, and will then return to
Michigan just in time for race season
to start there.
The elections are behind us,
and I’m not missing those political
ads one bit! It’s time for all of us to
band together to move forward as
one, and get back to “normal” whatever that is going to look like.

I’ll be working with many race
tracks during the off season to try and
set up new events that we had hoped
to hold in 2020. If you are interested in
hosting us, or have ideas for the events,
please reach out to me.
The podcasts are resuming as
well, and the IWMA is going full steam
ahead with hopes that 2021 will allow
fans to attend races, and all race tracks
to be open for business.
This is a larger issue to catch
up on a few of the stories we wanted
to share with you. I know you will enjoy reading about sisters Reagan and
Sarah Zimmerman and Chelsea Norris
and Nikita Thompson. We will feature
more “Sister Stories” in upcoming issues. If you know any sisters, mother/
daughters, or cousins who race together, encourage them to contact me.
One thing I hope we have all
learned this year is that we can all
have different opinions, but can still be
friends. That being kind to each other,
expressing our gratitude, and going
out of our way to help our neighbors,
family and race
family are what is
really important.
Enjoy
your
Thanksgiving holiday, but keep yourself and others safe
and healthy.
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Consistency Key for Linscott in NOLA

For Emily Linscott’s second race weekend of the
2020 season in America with the Lucas Oil School of Racing Formula Car Series, she was challenged with a new track
that she was seeing for the first time on race weekend, and
consistency proved key for her being able to produce improving results in every race of the triple header weekend.
NOLA Motorsports Park in Louisiana has previously hosted rounds of the Lucas Oil School Championship
in prior seasons, however in 2019 it was not one of the venues where Linscott contested her first races with the series.
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With only 3 on track sessions on Friday and no prior testing
ahead of the weekend, it was clear Linscott would need to
dig deep. She’d not even seen it on a simulator!
A successful Saturday morning qualifying saw Linscott make light of this competitive disadvantage with a
6th place qualifying. Still learning the track as she raced,
she then converted this pace into 7th and 6th place finishes
in the first 2 races after race-long on track battles with her
competitors for position. In the second race she missed
bringing home a top five finish by under 1 tenth of a second
in a drag race to the finish line.
		
On Sunday in race 3 of the
weekend, weather intervened. Linscott started 9th on the grid but
fought her way up to 6th place, battling for 5th when the rain started to
fall. Wet track conditions and slick
dry weather tires meant the Safety
Car was dispatched to control the
field until the racetrack was deemed
in good enough condition for racing
to resume. At the restart in the mixed
and difficult conditions Linscott continued to challenge and gained another position in the closing laps to take
a top 5 finish in the final race of the
weekend.
		
Emily Linscott is back in action at the Autobahn Country Club

She spectacularly won back-toback GT4 races at Brands Hatch (UK)
in November 2019 prior to which she
secured two 2nd place podium finishes
in America racing a single seater race
car for only the second time in her career. At the same time, setting her first
single seater lap record at the NCM
circuit in Kentucky; a lap record that
still stands to this day.
Emily was able to make the
trip to America during the COVID-19
Pandemic after missing the first round
of the championship and is staying in
Indianapolis, USA, until the end of her
US race season in October.
Linscott is planning her career path
circuit in Illinois, USA, at the end of the month; another new track to her but she around the Road to Indy ladder in the
US whilst keeping her options open for
is planning to test ahead of the upcoming event on August 29/30.
Emily is one of the most prominent young female racing drivers in the the FIA route to Formula 1.
UK. She started in karts in 2016 when she was 13. She made her car racing debut Emily is mentored in the United States
in arguably the toughest junior class in the world, the Ginetta Junior Champion- by Indy500 driver Pippa Mann.
ship in the UK in August 2017, exactly 1 year to the day of her first official MSA
Kart race. She competed in her first full season in the Ginetta Juniors in 2018, Photo credit to Pippa Mann
earning her International licence later that same year at the age of just 15, when
she raced in the F4SEA (Formula 4 South East Asia) Championship race at the
world famous Sepang F1 circuit in Malaysia, taking a very impressive 7th place
in both finishes in November ’18.
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Sister Act: Reagan & Sarah Zimmerman
There are a great many sisters who race; some in
completely different kinds of cars and classes, and some
race against each other. But the one thing they all have in
common is their love for the sport.
Meet Reagan and Sarah Zimmerman from Pewaukee, WI. Reagan started racing in the summer of 2014 when
she was 13 years old. Her little brother, Jake, is 10 years
younger than her, and her dad wanted to get him into karting, and eventually junior sprints. At the time, there were
not many junior sprints for sale anywhere in the country,
but luckily they found one not even 10 minutes from their
house. Her dad bought the car, and Reagan became the
guinea pig for the team. The next year she was too old to
race junior sprints, so they bought a legend car and she has
been racing that ever since. In 2015 she was the INEX Dirt
Young Lion National Points Champion.
Sarah is Reagan’s younger sister, and started racing
a junior sprint when she was only 9. After Reagan was done
racing, Sarah stepped in to drive her old car and she has
loved it ever since. She has raced at Beaver Dam Raceway,
Tomahawk Speedway and Eagle River Speedway over the

Reagan Zimmerman

past few years and was the track Champion at Tomahawk.
She plans on racing a micro sprint next season.
Reagan is now 18 years old and a freshman at MIT
majoring in electrical engineering. After school she would
like to pursue a career in robotics or some other electrical
engineering application. She currently lives in Boston to attend school. She is the second oldest of 4 children. “Being
a middle child, I always felt the need to prove myself, so a
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quote that I like to live by is from Ronald Reagan, who said
“When you can’t make them see the light, make them feel
the heat.”
Sarah is in the 8th grade at Richmond School in
Sussex, WI and she loves racing and volleyball. Her favorite
place to travel is to Daytona, FL for the Daytona 500.
As little girls, they both played with dolls and cars,
but most likely preferred cars and trains. Reagan’s favorite holidays are 4th of July and Thanksgiving because they
are her family’s biggest celebrations. Sarah’s favorites are
Thanksgiving and Christmas.
Something most people don’t know about Reagan is
that she is a race car driver! She worked at a grocery store
throughout high school and a lot of her co-workers did not
know she raced, but the ones who did thought it was pretty
cool. When she is not racing she enjoys learning new things
and hanging out with friends as well as cooking.
Most people don’t know that Sarah is on a robotics
team, and she enjoys babysitting and doing yard work for
her neighbors. She is looking forward to high school and
from there will see what her interests are. In her spare time
she enjoys hanging out with
her friends.
		
Reagan’s favorite famous driver is Matt Kenseth,
and locally she likes Bill Balog. Sarah’s favorite drivers are
Danica Patrick and Natalie
Decker.
		
It is no surprise that
their dad inspired them to
start racing, and Reagan had
a big influence on Sarah getting started. Reagan’s grandpa,
Randy, is her only crew member, but Sarah’s parents, Dan
Lynch, and her friend Rachel
all help her.
		
Reagan races at Beaver Dam Raceway in the INEX
Legend series, in the Dirt Legends Semi-Proclass. She won a heat race last summer and
has several top 10 finishes. Her car number is 39. “When
I started racing, it was 93, because that was my birthday.
Then, Sarah started racing my old car and she kept my
number for that year. Being 14, I didn’t want to have the
same number as my little sister, so I flipped it around to 39
and have had the same number since.”
Sarah races at Beaver Dam as well, and also at Tomahawk Speedway. She races a junior sprint and next year

will race a Micro Sprint. Her car number is now 31. “I chose it because my birthday is July 31st, so it’s the number I used for everything.” She has won several
heat races and won the track championship at Tomahawk this year.
Reagan’s most memorable moments were when she skipped the Homecoming football game her sophomore year of high school to race at Luxembourg
Speedway, and ended up leading the first three laps of her career, so she said it
was worth it! The other one was when she flipped her car in the first heat of the
2016 season and had to be taken off in the ambulance, but she made it out unscathed.
Sarah’s most memorable moments were when she stepped in for another
driver one summer before she had even started racing and that was when she
decided that she wanted to start racing herself, and last summer when she won a
feature by passing a car on the last lap.
There are three other women in the Legends division and a few others
at Beaver Dam, and Reagan is pretty close with the other Legends drivers. They
all like to encourage each other. There are also a few at Tomahawk Raceway and
Sarah is good friends with them.
Both girls said their racing goals are to have fun. “I’m content with just
sticking to the Legends division and racing when I have time. I ran for points for
a few years, but I think that time in my racing career has passed.” shared Reagan.
Her favorite part of being a driver is the camaraderie of all the drivers as well as
the constant adrenaline rush. “I think being a sucessful driver means that you
are enjoying what you are doing. If you’re not having fun, you’re doing something wrong.”
Sarah enjoys all the people that she gets to meet and learning new things.
Sarah says that being successful means that you race hard and do your best every
race.
Sarah Zimmerman
Reagan is not superstitious so
she has no race day rituals, but they do
always have good snacks in the trailer!
Sarah always wears the same hat and
carries her lucky coin.
Reagan’s sponsors include: Rog’s
Concrete from Fort Worth, TX; C&M
Concrete from Rhinelander, WI; T&K
Home Construction Services, LLC
from Hartland, WI; D&D Embroidery
from Oconomowoc, WI; and Pesicek
Auto Body from Oconomowoc, WI.
Sarah’s sponsors are Rog’s
Concrete from Fort Worth, TX; C&M
Concrete from Rhinelander, WI; T&K
Home Construction Services, LLC from
Hartland, WI; D&D Embroidery from
Oconomowoc, WI; and Pesicek Auto
Body from Oconomowoc, WI; Rhinelander Honda from Rhinelander, WI;
Riverstreet Bar and Grill from Rhinelander, WI; Flyin Finn Pub and Resort
from Rhinelander, WI; Jamie and Lisa
at Re/Max Realty in Oconomowoc, WI;
Danner’s Shoes from Rhinelander, WI;

STP Plumbing in Rhinelander, WI;
The Hideaway Bar in Okauchee, WI;
and Rick, Sally, Diana, Clyde, and Rob.
You can follow Reagan and
Sarah on Facebook at Zimmerman
Racing Team.

Junior Dragster Winner Aubree Gramlich

Aubree Gramlich from Monroe, Michigan has been
going to the race track since she was 3 weeks old. As she was
growing up watching her older brother AJ race, she knew
she wanted to race too. AJ started racing when he was 6, and
Aubree started making test passes when she was 6 as well.
Her brother inspired her to start racing. Her dad and her
uncle Mike help her with her car.
Aubree races at Mid-Michigan Motorplex and
sometimes at Milan Dragway. She has a 2002 Quick Kids Junior Dragster, that they bought from a girl that used to race
with her Uncle Mike. They didn’t change anything about the
paint scheme because she
loved that it looks like a
cotton candy sky and says
Abra Cadabra on the side.
She runs in the novice junior dragster class. She is
number 349X.
Aubree’s
favorite drivers are her family - her dad, mom, Papa
Larry, Uncle Mike, Uncle
Marc and her brother.
She hopes to move up to
drive a bigger car and win
at least 10 times in it. Being a long-time race car
driver is her goal.
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“Drag racing is really in my blood, both my papas,
parents, uncles, aunt, cousin and brother race or at least
they used to.” said Aubree. Father’s Day weekend was very
special this year because she was the runner-up on Saturday
and won on Sunday. She shared the winners circle with her
Papa Larry, which was extra special. Winning is her favorite
part of racing!
Aubree is not superstitious, but she does have a
pink Care Bear in her car because it was lucky for her Uncle
Mike. She likes to hit knuckles with people before her pass,
but no particular routine.
Her favorite race is the bracket finals because everyone from her track is on the same team. They have fun
cheering together in the bleachers. She hopes to make it on
the team one day. “There are more girls in my class at MidMichigan. All the boys and girls in my class are friends and
play together when we are not racing.” she shared.
Aubree encourages other girls to try racing. “I’m
a girl and I race, you can too! Girls rule and boys drool!!
Win or lose, we always shake hands. My mom always says,
“Good sportsmanship always wins!!” Her favorite piece of
advice is “Believe in yourself.”
Aubree’s marketing partners include Gramlich Performance and Gramlich Family Racing. “I want to thank
my dad for starting my car and letting me race.” she said.
Aubree lives with her parents and brother, and is in
the second grade. She attends Monroe Catholic Elementary
School. Her classmates think it is pretty cool that she races,
but most of them really don’t understand what it takes to
be a racer. When she is not racing she likes to jump in the
swimming pool, play Four Square, volleyball and kickball.

We’re here to help you show your
true colors! Whether you’re a Racer,
Car Owner or Truck Owner, we’re
here to help you wear your story!
With the brightest minds in the business, we bring you the freshest ideas
and coolest/cutest designs every day.
Though we started as a simple t shirt company with big dreams, we’ve
expanded our reaches to help you tell your story in every way possible.

www.mycarmyrulesstore.com
www.hudsobishracingservices.com

www.nascarracingexperience.com

Free rides at most major races.

www.stopsoldiersuicide.org
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“Whatever Dreams You Have, Make Them Happen.”
Her favorite racing event is the Brighton Speedway
Applefest Shootout weekend. She has gone there since she
was a kid. “I also raced Brighton Speedway for many years
and it was my first home track. And since they don’t race
the class I am in now other than this event, it’s nice to go
back and race there.”
“My most memorable good moment would have to
be my first heat win in mini stocks. Unfortunately I have
a few memorable bad moments as well. In 2018 I was in a
very bad wreck in my sportsman modified. In the feature
event, passing the green flag on the front stretch the race
leaders got tangled and caused a pile up of almost the entire
field of cars. I remember it being very hard to see what was
going on ahead through all of the dust and once I was able
to see it was too late to react. I ended up crashing into the
pile of cars and nearly flipped from the impact. I was fortunate that I didn’t get severely injured but my injuries to my
neck and shoulders still effects me today.”
Geneva’s main goal
for her racing career is
to be a top contender in
a series points chase and
to get some feature wins
under her belt. Her favorite part of being a race car
driver is inspiring others.
“I love that being a female
in a male dominated sport
can inspire big dreams in
younger girls to follow.
Being a female in a male
dominated sport can be
challenging but I handle it
just like any other sport. I
see myself as an equal and
I compete just as hard, if
not harder than all the
guys. I try not to view myself as the “girl amongst
the guys”. I haven’t had
many issues, but there are
times that I’ve heard “oh
Speedway. She drives a 2016 Bicknell Sportsman Modified. she’s just a girl”. I just use the negative stereotype comments
Her car color is black, red and white and her race number as motivation to show them I can race just as good as any
is 8. “There wasn’t really much inspiration for the color but male can, if not better!”
Geneva hopes to make an impact on the motormy number was my favorite number as a kid. I was often
sports
industry
by being one of the few females in the
number 8 in soccer.” She runs in the Dirtcar Sportsman
Modified class. She won her first heat race at Brockville Sportsman Modifiied Division. “I hope one day I can make
history by setting a track record or winning a championship
Speedway in the Mini Stock division in 2013.
or big series race.”
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Geneva Sheffield from Ontario, Canada started racing when she was 14 years old. Her dad bought her first
racecar to race at Brighton Speedway in the 6 cylinder
stinger division. “I always told my dad how much I wanted
to race. So once I turned 14 and was old enough he decided
it was time to get me a racecar. My dad was my inspiration
to start racing. Growing up he was racing. I loved going to
the shop and helping work on the cars. I grew up at the race
track with dad.”
Geneva’s dad is her main supporter. He is her crew
chief and puts in a huge amount of work to keep her on
the track. Her boyfriend, Tyler, helps out a great deal in the
shop and at the track, and keeps her motivated. Her grandma has also been a huge supporter over the years, letting
her use her garage for her racecar.
Geneva’s home track is Brockville Ontario Speedway, but she also travels to other tracks such as Cornwall
Motor Speedway, Brighton Speedway Park and Merrittville

Her advice for other girls is to just do it!
“Whatever dreams you have, make them happen.
Don’t worry about the stereotypes and what others
will think. Don’t let anything hold you back. Go
out there and show them exactly what us females
are made of.”
Geneva’s favorite driver is Jessica Friesen,
because she has been an inspiration to her since
she was young. Her marketing partners are: Ladies
of the Oval, Sauve’s Home Heating , The Vinyl Solution, County Steel, Lyng Photography and Rapid
Rad.
Geneva lives in a small town, Picton, Ontario, in Prince Edward County. She has a younger
brother, Ryan, who is 22 years old. She also has a

cat named Blazer. She graduated from the Protection, Security and Investigations program at
Loyalist College. She works as a security guard
for Securitas Canada. Her co-workers think it’s
really cool that she races. A couple of them are
always bragging about it to others. It’s the first
thing they say when they introduce her. Her
long-term career goal is to make her way into a
management position in security and possibly
start her own business in the future.
Her favorite quote is “Tough times don’t
last, tough people do.”
“The one piece of advice I’ve received
that’s stuck with me was one my dad gave me.
He always says that money isn’t everything.
You don’t need fancy equipment and expensive
things to have fun. Don’t worry about what others have. Run what you can afford and be thankful for what you have.”

Something most people don’t know
about her is that she is a great cook.
She loves cooking and baking and
calls herself a “foodie”. When she is
not racing, in the summer she likes
to go fishing and be outdoors doing
basically anything. During the winter months she enjoys watching local
hockey and going ice skating.
Follow Geneva on social media
at: Facebook: @genevasheffieldracing. Instagram: geesheff8
Twitter: @sheffieldracing
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Successful Lawnmower Racer - Lauren Filos

Lauren Filos from Forest Hill, Maryland, is 22 years
old and works alongside her father in his landscaping business. She lives with her boyfriend, Adam, and their new cat,
Ollie.
Lauren started racing when she was about 9 years
old after her dad saw it on TV. He inspired her to start racing and helps her with her Craftsman lawnmower.
She runs in the GP, AP, IMOW, FX-light classes, and
races all over the country, from Michigan to Florida. The
main mower that she drives is the GP, which is light red,
with a black scruff on the hood from where she wrecked,
and her number is 43A.
Her most memorable moments include beating two
of the top dogs in her GP class, Jason Brown and Mike Paccione. She came in first which is one of the best things that
has happened, and flipping the mower (not such a good
memory!)
In 2017 she took second place at the last national
race that pushed her to stay in the top 3 for national points.
Her favorite part of being a racer is that it is just FUN!
“Honestly it’s just fun in general, but I love the adrenaline
it gives you, and to just beat the men.” She would love to
become a famous driver.
After her dog passed away, her dad got her a sticker
of him, and she put it on her right bumper. Before she goes
out on the track, before they drop the green flag, or even
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when the yellow flag comes out and after they finish, she
always pats him and says “I love you! Let’s do this!”
Lauren’s faorite racing event to go to is at Bowles
Farm and Avon Park, FL. “They just have the biggest showings of racers, and you get to see more of your racing family.”
Being in a male-dominated sport is not always easy
but Lauren says you just do it! “Have no fear. No one is better than you until proven, (and the other way around). You
must never back down and gain everyone’s respect, in actions not words. Its just nice to show that no matter if you’re
a girl, doesn’t matter if your young, old, small, or tall, you
can do anything if you put your heart into it. Nothing is just
a man’s sport.” She’s had no issues, but some people do act
like and try to get big with her because she is a girl, but on
the track she shows them she doesn’t play around.
Her advice for other girls is “Don’t let you fear consume you, and never think because you’re a girl you can’t do
something.”
Lauren currently works full time as a landscaper,
but she would love to do something that involves racing in
the future.
Her favorite quote is “If you ain’t first, you’re last.”
-Ricky Bobby
Something most people don’t know about her is that

she really enjoys cooking and she is pretty spontaneous. When she was in school, it was a split between people making fun of her racing, and the
others thought it was the coolest thing ever.
When she is not working or racing, she
likes to hang out at home or with friends, and trying new recipes.
Her favorite race car driver is Kenny
Schrader. Her marketing parter is Little Lou’s
Lawn Service.
Follow Lauren on social media at:
Instagram- Laurennnx_xx Facebook- Lauren Filos
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Hali Buckley Continues Family Legacy

Hali Buckley’s family has been involved in racing
long before she was born. Her dad, Kevin, grew up racing
and the tradition has carried down to Hali. Her biggest supporters are Melindee, Luke and Briana. She has two loves in
her life, her dog Lily and her boyfriend, Tanner Meals, who
also races against her.
Hali is an 18 year-old freshman at Bethel University
in Mckenzie, TN. She plans on furthering her education to
become a dental hygienist. “In the near future, my plan is to
become a certified dental hygienist so that I can have everyone feel more confident about their teeth. I understand the
value of training and experience, so I am looking forward to
growing with a company such as this one.”
Besides school and racing, she babysits for her pediatrician, whose husband used to race go karts against her.
“I feel like they highly support me in every way when it
comes to racing, because it’s one of the things I love to do
the most.” Something most people don’t know about Hali is
that she just started playing golf a year ago and got a scholarship.
Most of her classmates have no idea what dirt racing is and the ones who do know, are proud of her and want
her to succeed in her racing career. Others are shocked that
she races, and can’t believe that she gets out there, knowing
something terrible could happen.
14

When
she
is not racing, she
loves to spend time
with her friends
and family either
outside
playing
yard games, or going to the river.
“Believe it or not,
when we aren’t racing, the majority
of the time we end
up watching races
instead of actually
racing.”
Hali’s racing
career started when
her dad bought her
a go kart when she
was 12. “I raced go
karts for almost
four years and took
home a bunch of
wins. Go karts now seem to be getting rougher when you’re
in the faster group, so I decided I wanted something a little
faster and would whip a crick in my neck.”
Her dad inspired her to start racing. He used to race
modifieds when she was little. He raced for his uncle, Gary
Buckley, until he passed away. “Since then, my dad has never raced a full season. I hear so many stories from people
about how amazing my dad was and it makes me want to
have the grit like he did to become a better racer than he
was.”
Her pit crew consists of Kevin Buckley, Luke Buckley,
Tanner Meals, Brock Sizemore, Dylan Fletcher, and Blake
Robinson. Her cheerleaders are her grandparents, Melindee
Buckley, Rebekah Hardison, and Allie Carrington. Without
them, her car would never be ready to go out on the track.
Her most memorable moment in racing was when
she raced in two different classes, Jr. Open and Jr. Predator
at the North Mississippi Spring indoor Nationals and won
both of them in 2018. “So far that is the most exciting nights
I’ve had, but there’s more to come in my late model career.”
Most of her finishes have been top three, unless it was a big
race. She has had many wins in her career.
She races at Camden Speedway, North Alabama
Speedway, 104 Speedway, Clarksville Speedway, Clayhill
Speedway, and Crossroads Motorpart Speedway. She runs
a 602 Late Model with a PPM chassis. “My car color is gray,

purple, and bright orange. Since my brother and I share the
car, we decided to have the purple in it so it wouldn’t just
look like a boy car. My car number is #27 and was established in a unique way. All of my friends that work on the
car put a number in a hat and we drew our number out and
it just so happened to be the number that my great uncle
that passed away had on all of his racecars. It’s kind of like
he’s watching down on us from heaven. Since then, we knew
our racing future was meant to be.”
Hali’s goal for her racing career is to be the best female dirt car racer there is. “I want everyone to know I am
a bad ass!”
“My favorite part about being a race car driver is
beng able to expereince new stuff each time I go out on the
track, and also putting on a show for the fans. Knowing that
there are people up in the stands cheering you on is the best
feeling in the world. Another favorite part is when I strap
into the racecar, it’s like all of my worldy problems and worries disappear.”
Although Hali doesn’t race in the Gateway Dirt Nationals in St. Louis, MO, this is her favorite event to attend.
She enjoys it because they put on a great show for their fans.
Hali hopes to make an impact on the motorsports
industry by encouraging other female racers and to advance
to the next level one day. “I feel there is a lot more room for
females to participate. Being a female in a male dominated
sport has been hard at times, but I’ve just gotten used to it.
Men hate it when women beat them and I think it’s one of
the funniest things in the world. I never take any crap from
the men I race against.”

Hali’s advice for other girls would be to go for it!
“Once you get into racing, you’ll never want to get out of
it. It’s literally an addiction and you’ll never want to stop.
You’ll mess up believe me, just never stop trying to be the
best there is and you’ll go so far.”
A piece of advice that has stuck with Hali is to always keep your head up and stay strong through the bad
times. You’ll end up stronger in the end.
Hali’s favorite driver from around where she lives
is Matt Cooper. “Matt inspires me, not only because of the
amazing driver he is, but the kind of person he is. Matt
would do anything to help anyone out. Matt raced at Gateway Dirt Nationals in St. Louis, Missouri a couple of years
ago and won. Til this day, I’m always hoping that he’ll be
racing wherever I race so that I could watch him! Some other racers I enjoy watching are Shannon Babb and Tanner
English.”
Hali would like to thank all her friends and family
for supporting her. “I would also like to say a huge thanks to
all my sponsors which are, Meals Plumbing Services, Buckley’s Machine Shop, Brock Sizemore Racing, Extreme Air,
Carrington Farms, Valle Construction, and Complete Automotive. And for all the fans out there, please continue to
support the racing traditions so that us drivers can continue
putting on our weekly shows.”
You can follow Hali on social media at:
Instagram: “hali.buckley,” Facebook is “Hali Buckley,” and
her racing page on Facebook is, “Buckley Racing.”
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Sister Act 2: Chelsa Norris and Nikita Thompson
Chelsa Norris and her sister, Nikita Thompson,
come from a racing family that include their grandpa and
father.
The sisters have been around racing since they were
born. It’s all they have ever known. They both started racing
at 13 years old in the TCR (Teen Championship Racing)
program at Greer Dragway, and have a love for fast cars and
speed.

Their dad, Billy Norris, gets the credit for inspiring
them to get started in racing. “He has a strong passion for
drag racing. His happy place really is anywhere with a dragstrip near.” said Chelsa.
“My dad has pushed me to be the best, treated me
no different than other racers, leaving no room for slack.
My mom has always believed in me. She helps me with my
kids, doing my burn out, and keeps me positive. My sister

“Growing up my weekends of racing started on Thursdays,
ended on Sunday’s, and we traveled to 3 different tracks in
that time frame. I raced a couple times in a friends junior
dragster, but really got my feet wet when they came up with
a new TCR program. It was for teens without licenses. My
first race was in a Dodge Caravan. After that I would race
whatever I could get my hands on.” shared Nikita.
Their most memorable moments were racing
against each other. Nikita beat her twice in the same day,
and Chelsa beat her during a different race. “Not all runs are
fun, many have scary moments. My scariest moment was
when I lost a wheel and broke an axle.” said Chelsa.
They don’t have any marketing partners, but the
family is a huge support for each other, and sometimes
that’s really all you need!

has always looked up to me. When it gets hard and I get
discouraged, she is always there to lift me up.” said Nikita.
Their dad is also the one that maintains their cars.
“He not only works on everything, he builds everything-motors, transmissions, all of it! We couldn’t do it without
him and all his hard work.” said Nikita.
Nikita has placed 2nd two years in a row at their local track, Greer Dragway. Chelsa has placed third two years
in a row in the Sportsman division at Greer Dragway. “I
have been down to 4 car in footbrake. And recently finally
won dash for cash. I have 8 wins and 5 runner ups.” she
shared.
The sisters race at Greer Dragway and Shadyside
Dragway. Chelsa drives a 1973 Dodge Dart and a 1978 Vol-
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lary Wagon (Mopar lover!). Nikita drives a 1971 Dodge Demon. They both run footbrake.
Nikita’s car is red. “I bought her in 2012, named her
Reba ( my daughter named her) and my car number is 71
because that’s the year of the car.”
Chelsa’s Dodge Dart is orange. “It has a different
look and pretty cool. My wagon is a little old school. It has
some chipped paint, making it look like a snake.”
Chelsa’s goal for her racing career is to always remember everyone is beatable. “I strive every weekend
to focus on bettering myself.” she said.
Nikita’s goal is to be the first female at her
home track to win a footbrake track championship.
“Also, my dad has 3 kids, none of which has ever beat
him. I’d love to be the first one of us to do so.” she
shared.
Nikita’s favorite part of being a race car driver
is the adrenaline rush. “The sense that when I strap
up, get onto the track, it’s all me. In that brief moment I’m not a wife, not a daughter, not a mother,
not a sister.. not even a female.. I’m a racer!! And it’s
just me and my car, the outside world and dress don’t
matter!”

Chelsa’s favorite part of being a race car driver is the
people she races with. “Not only having the need for speed,
but making life long friends are always a plus.”
Chelsa is superstitious! “If you are with me the first
round you must stay until I’m out!”
Nikita is very superstitious. “If you are there at the
beginning of the race, you can’t leave until I’m done. If I
win, I’ll wear that same get up the following week. Everything has to be the same. And I stay away from the numbers 666.”
Chelsa and Nikita’s favorite racing events are the all
footbrake races at Shadyside Dragway. “It’s nice to race and
be around strictly footbrake cars.” Nikita said.
Chelsa’s racing goal is to impact people and remind
them that their gender does not define their ability to race.
“Being a female in a male sport is hard work. I personally
feel like you have to earn the respect on the track. I don’t
want to be viewed as a girl, but as just another driver.”
Continued to page 18
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Sister Act 2: Continued

Nikita’s plan is to be the first female footbrake champion. Her only issue as a female driver has been some “belittling” and being spoken
to like a new driver. “My answer.. there’s a lot of
men that try to play mind games, and set out to
beat you because they think it’s an easy target.
I have time and time again proven that I’m just
as good as any man out there. I’m not afraid of
a little competition. The best feeling is beating
the men who think it’s a male sport. I’ve had an
incident where I was expected to not only do my
burn out first, but to stage first, which resulted in
some hurt feelings when I stood my ground. He
approached me about the situation, and like any
person we discussed it “man to man”. He quickly
realized just because I’m a female doesn’t mean
I will be belittled by anyone. He still doesn’t talk
to me :( haha”
Chelsa’s advice to other women would be to never compare yourself to another driver. “You are your own person. At the end of the day,
your goal is to be a better driver and win! Again, everyone is beatable.”
Nikita’s advice to younger girls is to never give up. “Always know
anything men can do, you can do too, and better! Stay focused, determined on your goal, and you’ll be just fine. Don’t be afraid to get your
hands dirty.”
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Family is important to both girls. “There’s nothing better than pulling up to a race with 5 cars. It’s a family
thing! It’s the most fun when we all go several rounds. We
never want to run against each other, I especially don’t want
to run against my sister, unless it’s a final. Honestly, if my
sister didn’t race with me, it wouldn’t be near as fun. We
have a unique relationship that most siblings don’t, and I
think we owe it a lot to drag racing.” shared Nikita.
Chelsa shared, “A drag racing family is always your
family for life. They end up knowing you better than your
relatives do.”
Chelsa (Norris-Freeman) lives in Taylors, SC, with
her husband Daniel and their daughter Presley. They have
two dogs, Scooby-Do and Hercules, a turtle named Tina,
and a fish named Poppy. Her favorite quote is to always be
better than the person you were yesterday. “Every day is a
new start to become better.” Most people don’t know that
she is afraid of the dark. It just creeps her out.
Chelsa works as a cosmotologist. Most of her Coworkers think it is a joke that she races until she shows them
photos of her race car. Then everyone is cool with the idea!
When she is not racing or working, she enjoys shopping,
being near large bodies of water, and hanging with her family. Her favorite drag racer is Shirley Muldowney.
“The best part about racing with my sister is that
we treat each other as another racer not sisters. We work
really hard to beat each other. We know each other’s every
weakness and strong points. The worst part is the bragging
rights, unless you’re the winner. If one stops for some reason we both stop. We have each others back.”
“We are both competitive in different ways. We
both always want to do better than round before. I get a
little more mad at myself. My sister gets over it faster than I
do. Not only are we competitive at racing, but also playing
cards, playing the Wii and driving go carts. We like to keep
life fun!”
“Having a sister that loves the same sport as you is
an awesome thing to have. Nikita is the only one who gets
how hard we work, and do what we have to do to get race
ready. It’s a great thing to share a bond with her.”
Nikita is 33 years young and has been married for
12 years. They have two gorgeous kids, a daughter who is 11
and a son who is 6. She works full time at a mortgage servicing company. Her co-workers think it is cool that she races.
However, they don’t really understand it but they listen to
her gibberish and ask her every week how she has done.
When she is not racing she juggles her husband’s
racing, her son’s rodeos, and her daughter’s pageants. Her
family loves to go to their local dirt track to watch the races
and she enjoys going to karaoke with her sister.
A piece of advice that has stuck with her is something her dad told her. “Those .07 lights aren’t gonna cut it
in drag racing.”

“At first I thought he was being an over-achiever. I
quickly realized, my .07 lights weren’t getting me far at all.”
Something most people don’t know about her is that
she is deaf in one ear. She also has two degrees. One in auto
technology and one in veterinary medicine.
John Force is her all time favorite driver. “I’ve
watched him, and cheered for him since I was a little girl.
Also of course I’m my daddy’s biggest fan. I’ve enjoyed
growing up and seeing him accomplish all his racing goals!”
“The best thing about racing with/against my sister
is that she brings out the best in me. I always seem to have
better packages when I’m racing against her. She is my best
friend, so racing with her is great. It’s great to have another
female to talk racing with too. The worst thing about racing
against her is that it means one of us isn’t coming back for
the next round. And of course we would rather both of us
be in the finals.”
“I think we are both equally competitive in our own
way. She is harder on herself, I’m more about fixing my mistake and taking it home the next time. If I had to choose one,
I’m probably the most competitive. I think I am competitive
on and off the track. I have a horrible habit stalling my car
and practicing at traffic lights. I also recently wrecked a gocart because I was doing everything in my power not to let
my husband pass me (we only completed one lap).”
You can find Chelsa on Facebook at Chelsa NorrisFreeman, and Instagram is Chelsapaige. Find Nikita at Nikita Thompson.
It’s a soulful and at times humorous journey a simple story of a girl who buys a race car,
then has to put racing on hold
while she fights breast cancer.
But spoiler alert ... that girl finally gets to drag race her sub
9 second Torana.

https://shop.girlstorque.com.au

www.redcamelracing.com
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National Champion Adrianna Deliponti

Adrianna Delliponti, from Norristown, PA is 16
years old and going into the 11th grade at Renaissance
Academy. She has a dog named Buddy, a rabbit named Lily,
a tortoise named Ella, a hampster named Coco, and two
fish. She lives with her parents, Danielle and Joe.
She works at a small pet store in her town. She loves
animals (can you tell?!). She works a few hours a week and
her boss always works around her personal and race schedules.
Her goal after high school is to go to college to become an ultrasound tech. She wants to stay close to home
to continue to race. Her girlfriends come to watch her race
and cheer her on, but the boys laugh and think it’s easy. (We
know it’s NOT!)
When she is not working, at school, or racing, she
enjoys hanging out with her friends, her parents, and her
pets. Kyle Larson is her favorite race car driver.
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Something most people don’t know about her is that
she has gastropaaresis. It is a stomach disease where the
stomach does not empty correctly, sometimes not at all. She
has a lot of doctor appointments. She has a feeding tube in
her stomach that she uses to eat and get nourishment from.
“A lot of days my stomach is bad. One thing that I fight for,
to do, is go to the races. For those laps on the track, my
chronic illness doesn’t rule my life, my race car does. Racing
gives me an outlet. It is the best part of my life!”
Her favorite piece of advice is from her mom, who
told her, “You can do anything that you put your mind to!”
I admire Adrianna for her determination to not let her disease stop her from doing what she loves.
Her advice to other girls who are thinking of racing
is “DO IT! It is the best thing in my life. It keeps my family
close. I have found my lifelong friend at the race track. Racing is like no other love. Once you get into the seat, nothing
else matters! Try your best, love what you do, and remem-

ber--Girl Power is the strongest power out there on
that track!”
Adrianna started racing quarter midgets at 5
years old in 2009. Her parents took her to watch and
she was hooked. They took her to a driver experience and she hit the wall and flipped. “I was even
more hooked! I raced quarter midgets for 10 season. My family always raced and I am continuing
the family legacy.”
Her favorite memory so far is when she won
Grands. She was 12 years old. “Also, I always wanted
a belt from Eldora, since the beginning of the season
they came out. The event was in September and I
won one!”
It was Adrianna’s family that inspired her to
race. It is in the family blood. Her dad is in chaarge
of her car and works on it every day. “He is the most
dedicated crew chief! My mom helps, as well as my
Pop-Pop and our friend Darnell.”
Her best finishes have been National Champion twice,
Grands Champion track champion and many wins in her quarter midget. In her Micro 600, her best finish has been 2nd. “I’m
waiting on that big win! This was my first season, going into my
second, so I’m learning and getting better with each race.”
She currently runs a Micro 600, winged or wingless. Her
car is a Hyper. It is black with hot pink, purple, blue and white
lettering. “Since I am a girl I always do the pink to set me apart.
My number is 22A. The 22 is a family number and the A is for Arianna.”
When she raced quarter midgets, she raced all over the
country, from Pennsylvania, to Florida, to Texas and many states
in-between. In her 600, they have raced in Pennsylvania, Delaware,

Shellheimers, Greenwood Valley, Path Valley, Airport Speedway, Bridgeport Speedway, Lanco, Linda’s, and Kutztown Action
Track.
Her sponsors mean the world to her, as she knows she
couldn’t race without them. They are: Delliponti Auto, Performance Specialties, Paint by Weaver, Parkland Hobbies, Gus’s
Crab Shack, TSL Shocks, VP Fuels, Mae Insurance, and Chops
Designs.
If you would like to follow Arianna on social media you
will find her on Facebook at Adrianna Delliponti 22A and @adiedelliponti22a.
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Aundrea Lusk Enjoys Bone Stock Class
Aundrea Lusk from Orillia, Ontario, Canada didn’t
start racing until she was 21, but she had always wanted to
race for as long as she can remember. She just never really
thought she would be able to do it, but when Sunset Speedway started the Bone Stock Division, she found it to be the
perfect opportunity to gain some experience in a beginner’s
class and get some seat time.
Her cousin Allan inspired her to start racing. “I grew
up watching him race late models every week and that’s
where my love for racing began. My boyfriend Cameron
also inspired me to start my racing career. I saw Cameron’s
hard work and dedication pay off through multiple championships and when he decided to step back from racing for
a short period of time, he was able to help me get started in
racing.”
Aundrea’s dad does all the work on her car. “He puts
endless late nights and early mornings into it. My crew also
includes Cameron, Anthony, Brooklyn and my mom.
Her best finish was third, along with 3 heat wins,
five top fives, and 11 top tens in 2019. She races at Sunset
International Speedway in Innisfil, Ontario. For the last 2
years she has raced a Ford Focus. “We built a new car for
2020, which is a Dodge Neon but due to Covid-19 I haven’t
been able to race it yet.” She runs in the Bone Stock class. “In
bone stock my next goal is to win a feature race and then a
championship. My ultimate goal is to move up to the mini
stock division.”
Her car is black with a pink 17, because that is her
favorite color and number. “When I was little, I used to
draw what I wanted my racecar to look like and it was always a pink 17.”
Aundrea’s favorite part of being a race-car driver is
being able to do what she loves.
Aundrea has already tried to make an impact on
motorsports. “I feel I am a great example for young girls
wanting to get into racing. I love educating women on racing and try to get them involved in the sport. I am also
part of a group called “ladies of the oval” that promotes

www.Racechick.com
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and advocates for women in motorsports. Being in a male
dominated sport, I don’t expect to be treated any different.
I expect to be raced the same way as everyone else as we
are all equal once we strap into the car. Being a female in
a male dominated sport, I have encountered some issues
with a particular male driver. After winning my first race,
a male driver immediately approached me and he told me
he let me win. The next race of the night I won again and
the same driver approached me again and told me the only
reason I won this time is because his car broke and wasn’t
running properly. I dealt with this issue by ignoring what
this guy kept saying and continued to build on my success
and proved that I belonged there.”
Her favorite piece of advice is “Always show up to
win. This has stuck with me because even if you don’t stand
a chance at winning the race, you need to come with the
mindset that your capable of winning.”
Her advice for girls wanting to get into racing would
be, “Don’t listen to what anyone else says. If you love what
you’re doing, and you’re having fun then don’t listen to anyone else.”
Something most people don’t know about her is that
even though she is a newer driver, she grew up going to

www.iracing.com

the race track. “Most people also don’t know that many of my uncles and
cousins have raced over the years and I used to follow them around to
each track they raced at.”
“My most memorable moment so far in my racing career was my
first heat win. We struggled the year before and we worked so hard to get
that first win. This was so memorable because I won my first and second
heat wins in the same night back to back.”
Her marketing partners are Orillia Metal Fabrication, Mac Lang
Orillia, FMR Recyclers, and Mid Ontario Disposal.
“My first year racing in 2018, was a huge learning experience for
me. A lot of people don’t know that prior to my first race, I had no practice,
no seat time, and had never driven a manual car. My first time in the car
was during my first race and with that, came a lot of struggles. Throughout
the year as I got more seat time, I was able to become more competitive
and finished off the year 4th in points. Fast forward to 2019, we were getting heat wins, 2nd in overall points, most improved driver and sportsman
of the year.”
Aundrea is a registered dental hygienist. She graduated from college in 2018. “My coworkers think it is amazing that I am a racecar driver.
None of them really know how racing works so they are always asking me questions about my car and they always check
in with me after each race weekend to see how I did.”
When she is not racing she enjoys riding the SeaDoo, snowmobiling, 4-wheeling and spending time with her family.
You can follow Aundrea on Facebook at Lusk Motorsports.

www.torqdclothing.com
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Kelly Services Supports Melanie Monagon Racing

Melanie Monagon from Ashland, Ohio grew up
bone steaks, or apple cake… I
spending as much time as possible with her dad, which is
can cook anything”.
where she got her “gearhead genes”. As an only child, she
When she is not racing, she
enjoyed the time spent in a rural part of Ohio learning as
is always doing something
much as she could alongside her dad. She is now 32, and has
race car related, which is no
a golden retriever named Noah, who is the Co-crew chief
surprise to anyone that knows
with her dad.
her. “Just this past weekend,
Melanie currently works for Kelly Services, headwe installed green LED lights
quartered in Troy, MI. “Kelly is a global specialty staffing
on my Mustang. I also enjoy
organization helping our customers acquire the talent they
watching asphalt sprint cars
need, and helping our talent find purposeful and meaningand World of Outlaw racing.”
ful work within several industries. I currently work in our
Melanie shared how she beGlobal HR Dept., and am responsible for creating and exgan racing at the age of 12.
ecuting internal talent strategies across the organization. I
“When I was a little girl, I
also support our Educational Staffing business by developused to hate the sound of our blown street rod Gremlin and
ing and creating critical recruitment strategies and plans to
it’s open headers. Fast forward to today, and I can proudly
ensure our school district customers have substitute teachsay, this year will begin my 20th year of drag racing..and the
ers in their classrooms. Kelly is
a family, and there is a sense of
pride when it comes to the “Kelly Car”. I feel incredibly humbled
and appreciative to have the support of my colleagues and I take
great pride in being a brand
ambassador for Kelly. My longterm career plan is to remain
with Kelly and continue to grow
my career. I constantly challenge
myself, and look forward to
what’s next.”
Something most people
don’t know about Melanie is
that she is an incredible cook.
“If you’ve pitted with me at the
track you may know this, but for
others…anything from homemade chicken paprikash, to t-
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louder the car, the better. When I began racing in 2000, the
Gremlin ran 15s in the quarter mile. With my Dad by my
side, I set myself some lofty goals and felt like anything was
possible.”
“Over the years my Dad taught me more and more,
determined to make sure I knew every inch of my car and
engine... to be more than just a driver, he said. I soaked up
as much as I could, working at Koffel’s Place Engine Shop
while in high school. Even at a young age I one day dreamed
of driving a blown promod, but that was far-fetched at the
time. Years went by and I continued to set goals, one be-

www.sendoutcards.com/53240

ing to get my Gremlin
on TV and in magazines.
Dad chuckled, but never
doubted me. We appeared on PINKS ALL
OUT, PASSTIME, Won
and Done, and were featured in a few magazines
and online publications.”
“By this time, my
goals started to change
and speed became a top
priority along with sponsorships. I have been
blessed to have great
partners along the way.
Eclectic Tattoo, Kuhl Superchargers, and Davash
Group Contracting to
name a few. I joined Kelly Services in 2010 and
what started with a Kelly
sticker on my Gremlin,
has transformed into
my dream of having and
racing a blown promod.
I am beyond thankful
to work for a company
with an amazing mission
and a shared interest in
my passion. Acquiring
my Mustang in 2016, is
one of the proudest and most humbling moments of my
life and career. Along the way I have been fortunate to be
surrounded with great friends, great sponsors, and meet so
many incredible people! I never thought I would sign autographs, or be able to inspire a younger generation, but
it’s something I take pride in. Hard work pays off, and as
I move forward, Top Sportsman is where I’m going and
200mph is in my future. I look forward to sharing this journey with my Dad, Kelly Services, and all of my friends and
supporters by my side.”
One of Melanie’s most memorable moments was at a
racing event at Summit Motorsports Park. “It was a hot, and
exhausting day. As I stepped out of the trailer, I saw a little
Continued to page 26
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Melanie Monagon Continued

boy with his dad. The dad had told me that his son had seen
my episode of Passtime on TV and insisted on meeting me.
I heard how he DVR’d my episode and would watch it back
over and over. The young boy’s family are motorcycle drag
racers and we would often run into them at points races. I
used to warm up my car and take the young boy with me
through the pits and have stayed in touch since that first
meeting. The moment that stands apart was after the young
boy started racing junior dragsters and he came over to
my pit to show me his very first racing trophy. My favorite moments are always with kids…ones who I can inspire
to chase their dreams, and even those who call my wheelie
bars “training wheels”. It’s all about the kids, and our next
generation.”
Melanie’s dad inspired her to start racing. “My dad
is at the heart of everything I do. He taught me how to be
more than just a driver. He makes sure I know just as much
about my car as he does. My dad is my hero, who stops at
nothing to help me achieve my goals. I couldn’t have done
any of this without him.” Her dad, Jerry and Noah (the
Golden Retriever) help her with her car.
She races a 1972 AMC Gremlin and a 1967 Shelby
Mustang, both with supercharged small blocks. She runs
the Gremlin in the Pro Street/Super Stock class and the
Mustang in Top Sportsman. She races at Summit Motorsports Park in Norwalk, OH and Dragway 42 in West Salem,
OH. Her Gremlin is pink and purple and the Mustang is
green. The Gremlin was painted by chance when her dad’s
friend needed to test a paint color for Indy cars. Her Mustang is inspired by the brand colors at Kelly, and the car
number is the year Kelly Services began business.
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Her goal for her racing career is of course winning.
But it’s also important to have fun. “Whether I win, lose, or
break something…a day at the race track with my Dad and
friends, is what I consider to be winning. In the pandemic
world we live in right now, those moments and experiences
are priceless. My next goal however, is to hit 200mph in the
quarter and I’m so close I can taste it.”
Although it’s been a few years since she has won an
event, she knows it is because she has spent so much time
trying to get her current combination set up. However she
is looking forward to getting her Mustang in the winner’s
circle very soon.
Melanie has been inspired by many race car drivers
and her favorite driver is not just one person. All female
racers inspire her because it takes exceptional courage to
pursue a career in a male-dominated sport.
Her favorite thing about racing is going fast! She
also takes great pride in being a
brand ambassador and inspiring the
next generation. “I love meeting all
of the wonderful people at racing
events and making new friends.”
Her favorite racing event to
go to is the Shakedown Races, which
are now run by the incredible Franklin Family at Virginia Motorsports
Park. She also enjoys running with
the NDRL (Nostalgia Drag Racing
League). These events bring tough
competition, unpredictable cars,
and great people.
Some of the best advice Melanie has ever received came from
Bill Bader Sr. who owns Summit
Motorsports Park in Norwalk, OH.
“When I was in high school, I had a

craving for success and the
dream of driving a pro-mod
blower car. Bill Sr. stood
with me in the staging lanes
for almost 45 minutes sharing advice on how to attract
and acquire sponsorships,
and steps I could take if I
was serious. He helped me
realize my dream wasn’t
that far-fetched and with
a lot of hard work, I could
make it happen…and I did.”
Melanie has made
an impact on the motorsports industry in her 20
years of racing. She has
been able to illustrate that
with hard work, and elbow
grease, you can achieve your
goals. “I also feel that my
relationship with Kelly and
being sponsored by such an
incredible company will always be part of my story, as it will be part of theirs as well. I plan to continue inspiring the next
generation and setting even more goals for myself.”
Being able to race with grace and professionalism in a male-dominated sport has served Melanie well. “Reputation
is not just how you act in front of others, but how you act when they are not around. I am not the type of person who gets
rattled or gets nervous in a male-dominated sport. I also don’t feel that drag racing is as male-dominated as it has been in
the past. It took a lot of great women, doing incredible things in this industry for me to even feel that way.”
“If I have learned anything in my 20 years of drag racing, it is that everyone has an opinion about what you do, how
you do it, or what you should do, etc. My resolution is simple, I let my cars do the talking…and their voice is pretty loud.”
Melanie has some advice for other girls who want to get started or are already in racing! “My advice is simple…
Never let anyone tell you, or make you think that you cannot do anything you set your mind to. Ask questions, get involved, and show initiative. Your dreams are attainable and important. Find people who will champion and support you
in your journey.”
Melanie shared some final thoughts. “The world we currently live in has been transformed. We need to take special
care of each other and treat people with kindness. It is ok to
disagree and still remain friends. This difficult time will pass
and this will one day be a distant memory…and if you don’t
feel like wearing a mask, I highly recommend a racing helmet.”
Melanie is on Facebook, LinkedIn, and Instagram.
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Motorsports Photographer Krystle Newton
Krystle Newton from South Australia started her
motorsports career in 2010 as a photographer. Her husband
Adam, decided to race his GSXR-1000 bike at two of the
race tracks in South Australia, and of course she wanted to
be involved as well. So she decided she would start taking
photos for their own memories. “I was already familiar with
a camera, but it soon became apparent I needed a much bigger lens to really capture the riders close up. One I had the
larger lens, and a decent DSLR camera, Adam taught her
the principles of photography and from there it was practice, practice, practice.”
There were a few women racing sportbikes at one of
the tracks that inspired her to learn to ride as well. “Trouble
was, I wasn’t even really very confident with riding a push
bike! So I borrowed a friend’s scooter for a few months to
get the hang of riding around on two wheels. I then purchased a Hyosung and passed my license. A few years later
we sold our bikes and spent a lot of time involved in diving and filming underwater mini documentaries, which is
completely different to land photography.”
A few years later, Adam decided to join the Formula Vee Association and purchased a 1600 race car. Krystle
decided it was time for her to get back into motorsports
photography once again! “This time, I decided I’d take it a
little more seriously and applied for Motorsport Australia’s
Media Accreditation. To be accepted, you needed to have
shown a selection of photos from varying categories over
different events. Being accepted was definitely a
highlight and has helped me involve myself more
within the racing community.”
Krystle and Adam are both a part of the
Formula Vee Association of South Australia. She
was awarded the trophy for 2017 Club Member of
the year, which was one of her biggest highlights.
“I was helping as much as I can within the club
because I enjoyed it - taking photos for our social
media pages, designing brochures and promotional signage, all simply because I wanted to involve
myself in a healthy and rewarding hobby. I had no
idea this award existed, and was really flattered I
had been chosen to receive it.”
Krystle is the photographer at both The
Bend Motorsport Park (the second longest permanent circuit in the world) and Mallala Motorsport
Park. “This is a hobby for me right now. I enjoy taking candid photos of the drivers in their pit sheds
and between races. I like to try to capture the moments of the day that they sometimes don’t get the
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chance to see for themselves. I may consider entering some
of my photos into some competitions, but for now I am
happy purely helping our club.”
Krystle is making an impact on the motorsports industry by photographing the Formula Vee series and sharing the photos on the internet. Formula Vee is getting more
exposure
and
hopefully encourage more people
to consider joining this grassroots
motorsport series.
There are
many male certified photographers at the races. They have all
been welcoming
and helpful to her.
A few of them had
taken the time to
help her on one
of her first days as
an official CAMS
Media Photographer, like where
to sign in, and

what to do. They gave
her tips on the best
places to stand around
the track at different
times of the day. “I
think generally, if you
handle yourself with
confidence then people are usually quite
respectful. I once was
standing in an incorrect spot on a new
race track, unfamiliar
with a rule of where to
stand at form up. I was
fairly embarrassed to
be told off in front of a
large crowd, but I went
to the officials office to
clarify the rule and understand it properly. These things
happen, it’s best to
resolve something
like this by talking
about it and understanding, and
then learning and
moving on.”
K r y s t l e’s
advice to other
women who want
to get into racing,
or racing photography, is “Do it!
There are plenty
of females in motorsport, and many are well respected and welcomed. Don’t
be shy, don’t feel embarrassedjust give it a go.”
Krystle (37 years old)
and Adam share their home
with 4 cats that are their fur
kids. They have always shared
the same interests, and enjoy
a lot of adventurous (probably
a bit dangerous?) hobbies together.
Krystle tries not to let
people tell her what she should
Continued to page 30
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Krystle Newton Continued

or shouldn’t do because it doesn’t align with their opinion. “My advice to others would be if you want to do something, or
own something, do it if it makes you happy!”
Something most people don’t know about Krystle is that she has a motorbike license and when she tells them she
is a cave diver they find it hard to believe...Those dangerous hobbies LOL.
She works as the manager of the creative department of a marketing and advertising agency. When she is not at the
race track helping to crew with Adam, or taking photos for the club, she is usually at cat shows or scuba diving, or doing
something outdoors like gardening or jogging. “I do enjoy baking and cooking too, and spend a lot of time playing video
games. Just recently I’ve started learning ballet as well.”
Her favorite motorsport person is Marco Simoncelli. “Despite his tragic accident, he brought charisma and life to
Moto GP. “I really enjoyed watching him race. But Kimi Raikkonen is quite entertaining too.”
Follow Krystle on social media at: https://www.facebook.com/fveesthaustralia/

Support Women in Motorsports!
Become a member at :
www.iwmanation.com

JS Coaching - www.jscoaching27.com
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www.powerfulprofessionals.com

Hard Charger Brylee Kilmer
Brylee Kilmer is a 4th grader at Washington Public School in
Washington, OK and lives in Goldsby, OK with her parents, older sister
who is a senior in high school, her
cat and a pet fish. Her classmates
think it is pretty cool that she races!
“My dad has raced all types of
sprint cars for over 20 years. When I
was 6 years old I started in the young
guns kart class, and I started racing a
Jr sprint at the age of 8.”
Brylee’s best racing memories so far are winning the Inaugural Firecracker 25 Jr. Sprint Race at
Boss Speedway and getting the Hard
Charger Award at the Donnie Ray
Crawford Memorial Race in Port
City this year. She finished as points
champion in 2019 in the Jr. Sprint
division at Boss Speedway, points
champion in both Jr. Sprint and Jr. 1
Kart at Outlaw Motorsports Indoor
Winter Season and a points runner up in the Jr. Sprint series at I-44
Speedway.
Brylee’s dad inspired her to
start racing. Her dad and her crew
chief Cory Wiegert help her with
her car. She races all over Oklahoma at Boss Speedway,
I-44 Speedway, Port City Raceway, and also at Kart races in
Oklahoma and Texas during the indoor winter season. She
drives a Jr. Sprint, Jr. 2 and Jr. 3 Karts, in the Jr. Sprint and
several different outlaw Kart classes.
Her racing goal is to race big sprint cars and NASCAR one
day. Her favorite part of being a race car driver is getting
to travel around with her dad to different tracks and make
new friends. Her favorite racing event is the Tulsa Shootout
because they compete against the best in the country.
Her car is #6, which is a long time family racing
number, as well as the car colors of orange and white. Being
a girl doesn’t change anything how she races. She just goes
out and does her best to win.
Her marketing partners include The Goldsby Store,
Hennessey Outlaws, D&K Recycling , H&H Plumbing, Innovative, Quality Turf , Berkley Sod , and Velocita- USA.
Brylee is not superstitious, but she does always wear
tall socks when she races. Something most people don’t
know about her is that she was failure to thrive until the age
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of 2 and has had 9 surgeries.
The best advice she has received is “Never give up.”
and she wants to pass on that advice to others. “Go out and
have fun and never give up.” When she is not racing she
enjoys hanging out with friends and going to the lake. Tony
Stewart is her favorite race car driver.

Follow Brylee on social media at www.facebook.com/kilmerracing.
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Valerie Thompson - World’s Fastest Female Motorcycle Racer
The World’s Fastest Female Motorcycle Racer
(328mph), Sturgis Hall of Fame Inductee, and an 8x Land
Speed Record Holder, Valerie Thompson lives in Paradise
Valley, AZ with her husband Ray Garcia. She has two wonderful step-children, Megan and Ryan, and two Maltese
dogs names Bentley and Britt. Their other two Maltese
dogs, Reckon and Speedy are in doggie heaven wathing
over them. She has four brothers and one sister, and graduated from high school in Tacoma WA. She began working
in the banking industry right after graduation.

Speed Record of 415 mph in a wheel-driven streamliner car.
Once she reaches the 400+ mph she plans to retire! “I have
enjoyed success with my current 8 land speed records, and
hope to find a new 400 mph challenge in 2021. I am always
working on finding my next adventure in racing!”
Valerie describes her racing career as life changing,
accomplished, overcoming obstacles, achieving goals, inspiring her teams and fans, victory, empowering, grateful to
make history! She got started in 2006 at the age of 39. She
was told, “A woman can’t do that.” And now they hear her

Racing is her full time career now. Marketing, Social
Media, interviews and seeking sponsorship for two teams
is a full-time job. People that knew her in high school can’t
believe she is a race car driver! “They don’t believe it. I was a
cheerleader in high school, but the shyest… and the skinniest! I played tennis and whatever my parents gave me to eat,
it put me on top of the world when I was performing!”
Valerie has two primary goals. She wants to rewrite
motorsports history by being the first woman to break the
overall land speed record of 376.36 mph (605.69km/h) to
capture the “World’s Fastest Motorcycle” title. Her second
goal is to become the first woman to break the World Land
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roar! “I did it and I’m doing it. Now I show them that I am
one of the best on any given day!”
“Racing has changed my life. It’s the most amazing
endeavor I have ever undertaken. I have grown into the kind
of woman I always admired. Fast forward to today, I am 52
years old. I worked in the banking industry for 13 years until
I was laid off, then I discovered my passion for motorcycles.
Five years after buying my first bike, SPEED was my new
PASSION. I fell in LOVE with the racetrack, my motorcycle
racing career started in 2006 and the rest is HISTORY!”
“I am a success by accident. I followed my dream by
never accepting NO for an answer. I struggled and worked

hard. Sometimes it’s very difficult, but if it’s something you
love, that struggle is much easier to deal with. If you have
a passion for what you do, it becomes contagious. I am a
proven example of the hash tag #Nevergiveup.”
They have many team members on each vehicle and
they all have the biggest hearts, deepest passion, strongest
sense of togetherness and the will to suceed! “They spend
endless hours working for that main goal – to be the fastest
in our class and set new records!”
Valerie races at the Bonneville Salt Flats located in
Western Utah, just 110 miles west of Salt Lake City. “It’s the
fastest place in America for record-breaking speeds, where
humans and technology push the ultimate in their machines. The Salt Flats are so vast you can see the curvature
of the Earth. The track is prepared by racing officials from
different sanctioning bodies since traction and Mother Nature are always our biggest challenge. A sanctioning body
like the SCTA or FIA governs each event. Before any vehicle
can attempt a land speed run it must go thru a full tech
inspection by the event officials. It’s critical to ensure the
rules are respected and the racers are safe. We also race at
Lake Gairdner in Australia.”
Both her car and motorcycle are purpose-designed
streamliners for land speed racing, built for maximum safety and speeds over 350 mph. “The Target 550 Streamliner
features a unique wind tunnel-tested design with the singular goal of breaking the current FIA class record of 415.867
mph. Powered by two supercharged alcohol-fueled Dodge
Hemi engines generating over 2,500 horsepower each, the

vehicle has already achieved a top speed of 385 mph in testing. http://www.target550.com.”
“The BUB 7 Motorcycle Streamliner features a
purpose-designed and built turbocharged motor and powertrain custom built by the Team 7 Racing team. The 3000
cc V4 engine produces 500 hp with double overhead cams
driving 4 valves per cylinder. The current motorcycle world
record is 376.363 MPH.”
Valerie races for two differen teams. Her Bike Class
is Blown Fuel Streamliner (S/BF) 3000 cc and the Car Class
is Blown Fuel Streamliner (AA/BFS). “I was the first woman
in the history of motorsports to go over 300 mph in 2018. I
am the fastest female racer in Australia and my record still
stands at 328.467 mph!”
She selected number 763 for her bike. “Being that
Wing Commander and current record holder Andy Green
is the fastest person on land with a record speed of 763.035
MPH in the Bloodhound Project. The Bloodhound LSR vehicle is a UK-based project aiming to break the world land
speed record using the most advanced straight-line racing
car ever built.”
Valerie’s favorite part of being a race car driver is
being grateful to have racing as a platform. “One of my biggest joys is being an inspirational and an empowering role
model to both men and women. I am committed and dedicated to the pure competition of motorsports. It brings out
the best in me. I love to share my career and racing journey
with others and if I can encourage and inspire people along
the way… that is a very fulfilling reward.”
Continued to page 36
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Valerie Thompson-Continued

One of Valerie’s most memorable moments was being inducted into the Sturgis Motorcycle Hall of Fame in
2018. “After years of many forms of motorcycle racing, being inducted is an honor I will always cherish thanks to the
support from one of my sponsors, Jesse Jurrens at Legend
Suspension. I’m also very proud of my eight land speed records and seven “200 MPH Club” and one “300 MPH Club”
memberships.”
Valerie’s favorite events are the ones at Bonneville
Salt Flats, like Speed Week and the Bonneville Motorcycle
Speed Trials. “I keep going back because I have a front row
seat to history every time I compete! I still have goals to
achieve.”
Valerie has been making an impact on the motorsports industry for a number of years now, which is one of
the reasons she was inducted into the Sturgis Motorcycle
Hall of Fame. She has also been a guest speaker at a variety
of motorsports events and trade shows around the world.
She has and continues to set an example for women and
men in motorsports.
Being in a male-dominated industry has helped
Valerie develop her self-confidence, self-reliance and taught
her many things about herself. “It’s definantly made me
stronger, more focused and has always fueled my desire to
be victorious! You have to be emotionally detached and fo36

cus on your performance and not your competitors. Never
listen to detractors and always focus on those things you
can control.”
“I’ve certainly had my share of male jeaoulsy! One
person bullied me for 4 years in an attempt to ruin my reputation with sponsors. My advice for others who are being
bullied in racing: Don’t turn a blind eye, turning a blind eye
on bad behavior will chip away at your confidence… when
you are a threat – you’re always the target!! The cure: Surround yourself with the right people, the right sponsors, a
solid support team… then kick their butt on raceday! If
that doesn’t work, CALL ME.”
Valerie is very appreciative of her team leaders as
well as a few sponsors. “We are working on new sponsors
for 2021 that have not been secured yet. I never imagined
my career going to this level. It’s now a reality, thanks in
large part to my team leaders, AMA Hall of Fame member Denis Manning, Marlo Treit and their respective teams.
Over the years I’ve had wonderful support of great companies like Martech Services Company, Vision Wheel and
Best Line Racing who have helped me achieve personal and
professional milestones. And of course, my fans and husband have played major roles in my success!”
It is not unusual for racers to be superstitious, and
Valerie is no different! “I have many! I find myself always

putting on my race gear with my left side first. I love brushing my teeth before a run… it gives me clean and fresh
breath! I also have my own “happy dance” that I perform
after every successful run. You have to work hard, but you
need to have some fun along the way as well.”
One of her favorite quotes is “The best protection
any woman can have is courage.” Her advice for others is
that racing requires talent, desire, focus and emotional detachment. “Think outside the box during these times of
rapid change. Believe in yourself and develop determination as strong as steel. If you can dream it, you can do it.
Never be afraid to seek advise and help.”
Valerie’s favorite drivers are NHRA Top Fuel Dragser driver Tony Schumacher and NHRA Pro Stock Motorcycle racer Angelle Sampey.
Something most people don’t know about Valerie is
that she loves being a “girly-girl” with a passion for fashion
and cooking. When she is not racing she enjoys spending
time with her two precious Maltese dogs Britt and Bentley,
she loves pool time, working out and enjoying a great meal
with friends.
Valerie wanted to share some final words: “Thank
you for giving me this opportunity to share my story. We
need more women and minorities in motorsports. To any

young female looking to get into racing, just know that you
CAN, and it IS possible to be here and make a name for
yourself. I believe in YOU, hope to see you at the races.”
To follow Valerie her website is ValerieThompsonRacing.com. Her social media links are:
Official Twitter: https://twitter.com/ValerieThompson
Official Facebook Fan Page: https://www.facebook.com/
ValerieRacing
Official Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/valeriethompsonracing/
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