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Let’s Go Racing!

ABOUT and FOR Females of ANY age,
Involved in ANY Capacity, in ANY Type of Motorsports,
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become an
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I just got back this morning from spending the weekend
in Farmers Branch, TX with my granddaughter and her
boyfriend. Braelynn had seen a race a few years back
when her dad raced in Indiana. But Derek had yet to
enjoy the “live” experience of attending a race. His first words were, “This is
a lot better than watching on TV!” But anyone that has been to a race track
knows that nothing compares to being AT the Racetrack...the sights, sounds
and smells cannot be duplicated! He asked a lot of very good questions and I
think we have a new fan of the sport. The temps in Texas were miserable, the
“feels like” temperature was 105. We managed to survive the sun through the
Camping World Truck race, but moved up to the beginning of some shade for
the Xfinity race. Getting to watch a NASCAR double-header was fun and the
racing was excellent. I loved being able to share my passion and knowledge
of motorsports with them and I know they will be back at the racetrack soon.
Friday night we visited the Texas Motor Speedway Dirt Track, and watched
sprint cars, modified, and street stocks. They enjoyed that as well! The moral
of this story is to INVITE SOMEONE to go to the races with you, and make
them a FAN! We can now cross off “Watching a race at No Limits, TX!” SEE
PHOTOS AT RIGHT
The magazine stories are flying in, as well as suggestions for the podcast! Check them out on Podbean and YouTube. If you or someone you know
would make a good interview, please send me an email at iwmanation@gmail.
com.
I’m still working on the rest of the 2021 Road Tour Schedule for the
IWMA and beginnings for 2022. If you would like to have me come to your
track to hold some type of event, email me as well. I have a couple options of
types of events, one of which would be perfect for your track.
I’m pleased that tracks are back to full capacity, and that the fans are
filling the stands. To keep this sport alive, we need to support all types and
sizes of tracks. It’s going to be a great season!
See you at the track.

Clockwise from Top Left:
Braelynn and Derek at their first
NASCAR race are now fans for life!
Melinda with MRN/ISM Vision Reporter
Monica Palumbo.
Jeb Burton on the big screen at Texas
Motor Speedway.
No Limits, Texas is the city name for
Texas Motor Speedway.
Braelynn and Derek with me at Texas
Motor Speedway Dirt Track.
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AMERICAN SPEED U.S. NATIONALS
MUST SEE RACING WINGED SPRINTS
$20
$10
1:00
MIDWEST LIGHTS
MIDWEST COMPACTS
STREET STOCK (rain date May 30)
AMERICAN SPEED U.S. NATIONALS
WINGED SUPER
MODIFIEDS
SEE
2021
EventMUST
Schedule
$25
$10
1:00
RACING WINGED SPRINTS
ZOO STOCK
MIDWEST COMPACTS (rain date May 30)
OUTLAW SUPER LATE MODELS (OSLM)
TEMPLATE LATE MODELS (TLM)
KIDS
STREET STOCK (SS)
OUTLAW FWD (FWD) ADULTS
ZOO STOCK
(ZOO) PITS OPEN
COVID KLASH XXVIII
OUTLAW SUPER LATE MODELS ($5,000 to win)MINI WEDGE (MW)
$25
$10
11:00
RABER’S STREET STOCK RUMBLE ($2,500 to win)
Kids (6-12)
5 and under FREE
WEEKLY RACING
TLM SS FWD ZOO MW
$15
$5
3:30
WEEKLY RACING
OLSM SS FWD ZOO
$15
$5
3:30
KIDS
OPEN
WEEKLY RACING
OLSM TLM FWD ZOO MW ADULTS
$15
$5 PITS
3:30
RED,
WHITE
&
BOOM
NIGHT
OF
DESTRUCTION
FIREWORKS!!!!
MW
$20
$10
1:00
PRE-SEASON TESTING
FREE
FREE
3:30
KIDS
OPEN
COVID CRUSHER
STREET STOCK ($1,500 to win) & ZOO STOCK ($750 to win) MW ADULTS
$15
$5 PITS
1:00
WEEKLY RACING
OSLM SS FWD ZOO
$15
$5
3:30
PRE-SEASON
TESTING
FREE
FREE
NOON
‘MERICA OPENER
250 ENDURO INTIMIDATOR
STACKER100
CARS
MCR
FIREWORKS!!!!
TBA
TBA
TBA
SEASON
$5000 to
WINDWARFS FIVE
WEEKLY CLASSES
$15
$5
3:30
WEEKLY RACING
MICHIANA VINTAGE RACERS NIGHT
TLM SS FWD ZOO MW ADULTS
$15
$5
3:30
KIDS PITS OPEN
AUTO
VALUE
WINGED
SUPER
SPRINTS
OSLM
SS
ZOO
$18
$5
3:30
WEEKLY RACING
TLM SS FWD ZOO MW
$15
$5
3:30
WEEKLY RACING
TLM
SS TLM
FWDFWD
ZOO ZOO
MW
$15
$5
3:30
WEEKLY
RACING
OLSM
$15
$5
3:30
WEEKLY RACING
OSLM($500
SS FWD
ZOO
$15
$5
3:30
MODIFIED
NATIONALS
STREET STOCK ($1,000 to win)
ZOO STOCK
to win)
$20
$10
11:00
ADULTS
KIDS
PITS
OPEN
WEEKLY RACING
FIVE WEEKLY CLASSES plus MW
$15
$5
3:30
WEEKLY
RACING
OLSM TLM
FWD ZOO
$15
$5
3:30
AMERICAN
SPEED U.S. NATIONALS
MUST SEE RACING WINGED
SPRINTS
$20
$10
1:00
BANDIT BIG
RIG TRUCKMIDWEST
SERIES COMPACTS
see banditseries.com
MIDWEST
LIGHTS
STREET STOCK (rain date May 30)
WEEKLY
RACING
TLM SS FWDMUST
ZOO MW
$15
$5
3:30
AMERICAN
SPEED U.S. NATIONALS
WINGED SUPER MODIFIEDS
SEE
$25
$10
1:00
RACING
WINGED
SPRINTS
ZOO
STOCK
COMPACTS
date May 30)
KALAMAZOO
KLASH
XXIX
OUTLAW
SUPER MIDWEST
LATE MODELS
$10,000(rain
to WIN
$25
$10
11:00
TEMPLATE BODIED LATE MODELS $5000 to WIN
ADULTS KIDS PITS OPEN
NO
WEEKLY
N/A
N/A
N/A
COVID
KLASHRACING
XXVIII
OUTLAW SUPER LATE MODELS ($5,000 to win)
$25
$10
11:00
AUTO VALUE
WINGED
SUPER
SPRINTS
OSLM TLM SS ZOO
$18
$5
3:30
RABER’S
STREET
STOCK
RUMBLE
($2,500 to win)
KIDS
OPEN
WEEKLY RACING
TLM SS FWD ZOO MW ADULTS
$15
$5 PITS
3:30
WEEKLY
SS FWD
$15
$5
3:30
SEASON RACING
CHAMPIONSHIP NIGHT
FIVE WEEKLY OLSM
CLASSES
plus ZOO
MW
WEEKLY
RACING
OLSM
TLM FWD
MW
$15
$5
3:30
SUPER SHOE
TUNE UP
MIDWEST COMPACTS
ALL CARS – ALL
CLASSES
– NOZOO
RULES
2:00
RED,
& BOOM NIGHT OFFIREWORKS!!!!
DESTRUCTION
FIREWORKS!!!!
MW
NIGHTWHITE
OF DESTRUCTION
$20
$10
1:00
SUPER SHOE XXXIV
OPEN PRACTICE (rain date weekend October 2-3)
FREE
FREE
NOON
ADULTS
KIDS PITS
OPEN
SUPER SHOE
XXXIV
QUALIFYING, HEATS, FEATURES
8:00
WEEKLY
RACING
OSLM SS FWD ZOO
$15
$5
3:30
SUPER SHOE
FEATURES
$15
$5
11:00
‘MERICA
250 XXXIV
ENDURO FEATURES,
STACKERFEATURES,
CARS
MCR DWARFS
FIREWORKS!!!!
TBA
TBA
TBA
WEEKLY RACING
MICHIANA VINTAGE RACERS NIGHT
TLM SS FWD ZOO MW
$15
$5
3:30
AUTO VALUE WINGED SUPER SPRINTS
OSLM SS ZOO
$18
$5
3:30
WEEKLY RACING
TLM SS FWD ZOO MW
$15
$5
3:30
WEEKLY RACING
OSLM SS FWD ZOO
$15
$5
3:30
ADULTS KIDS PITS OPEN
WEEKLY RACING
OLSM TLM FWD ZOO
$15
$5
3:30
BANDIT BIG RIG TRUCK SERIES
see banditseries.com
WEEKLY RACING
TLM SS FWD ZOO MW
$15
$5
3:30
KALAMAZOO KLASH XXIX
OUTLAW SUPER LATE MODELS $10,000 to WIN
$25
$10
11:00
TEMPLATE BODIED LATE MODELS $5000 to WIN
NO WEEKLY RACING
N/A
N/A
N/A
AUTO VALUE WINGED SUPER SPRINTS
OSLM TLM SS ZOO
$18
$5
3:30
ADULTS KIDS PITS OPEN
SEASON CHAMPIONSHIP NIGHT
FIVE WEEKLY CLASSES plus MW
$15
$5
3:30
SUPER SHOE TUNE UP
MIDWEST COMPACTS
ALL CARS – ALL CLASSES – NO RULES
$15
$5
2:00
NIGHT OF DESTRUCTION
FIREWORKS!!!!
$20
$10
1:00
SUPER SHOE XXXIV
OPEN PRACTICE (rain date weekend October 2-3)
FREE
FREE
NOON
SUPER SHOE XXXIV
QUALIFYING, HEATS, FEATURES
$15
$5
8:00
SUPER SHOE XXXIV
FEATURES, FEATURES, FEATURES
$15
$5
11:00

Proudly Supports the
International Women’s
Motorsports Association!
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7:00
7:00
RACING

This Month’s Wins
Congratulations
Daytona Padgett Loper! She did it!
Only her 5th race, and the first time
at this track, and she brought home
her first win!

7:00
7:30
7:30
RACING
7:30
7:00
5:30
RACING
6:00
7:30
1:00
TBA
7:30
7:30
RACING
7:30
7:30
7:30
7:30
7:30
6:00
RACING
7:30
7:30
7:00
7:30
7:00
7:00
RACING
N/A
7:00
7:30
RACING
7:30
7:30
7:30
7:00
7:00
5:00
RACING
NOON
7:30
12:30
TBA
7:30
03-13-2021
7:30
7:30
7:30
RACING
7:30

(Below)

Mylee JoAnn Rhames took first
place at Wild Bill’s Raceway in Utah.
(Above)

Congratulations!

Rachel Meyer and Julie Nataas of
Randy Meyer Racing are just over
1/3rd of the way through the 2021
season, and the girls are sitting strong
in the national standings!
Rachel Meyer:
2nd with 361 points 			
(-54 behind leader)
Julie Nataas:
Racing 3rd with 298 points 		
(-117 behind leader)
Make sure to visit their website for
the complete race schedule for the
remainder of this year: https://randymeyerracing.com/race-schedule 		
Rick Belden Photography

JoJo Fadke won
the Mini Cup
Feature at
South Bend
Motor
Speedway
on June 12.

Cassidy Hinds had a great
race weekend at All American Speedway. She won
her first pro late model
race and I’m told she is the
first girl to win a pro late
model race there.

7:30

ALL AMERICAN
SPEEDWAY
ROSEVILLE CA
Romi Bean

7:00
N/A
7:30
RACING
7:30
7:00
7:00
5:00
NOON
12:30
03-13-2021

IWMA Ambassador TK Boyd,
set the Land Speed Record
at 115.548 MPH in the
CT4/3NG Class at the
Spring Fling 2021
The Arkansas Mile, Blytheville, AR

(At Left)
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Jewell Crandell Runs Her Own Race
Californian Jewell Crandell graduated from Antioch High School in 2019, and began taking classes at Los
Meandos College and Diablo Valley College. Right now she
is about 3 semesters away from getting her AA and certificate in Addiction Counseling. She is the youngest of 7 children, and the
only one still
living at home.
She has 5 nephews and 2 nieces, whom she
adores. She also
has 6 dogs and 5
cats who are all
her babies.
As a young person, she has
received a ton
of advice from
a lot of people
and she appreciates all of it.
“The one that
has stuck with
me the most is
probably to run
my own race
and focus on
what is in front of me and it’ll all fall in line. It is definitely
easier said than done.” Something people don’t know about
her is that she did performing arts her whole life! “I danced
competitively for 10 years and then in high school I was in
choir and Colorguard.”
She currently works as an Intern Substance Abuse
Counselor. Her Co-workers love that she races, and they
are her biggest sponsor (J-Cole Recovery). After school she
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hopes to get her intern hours done and start her career as
a Certified Addiction Counselor. Her school friends (the
ones that know about it) think it is cool.
Her long-term career plan is to move up in the addiction counseling field and working with kids so they become more knowledgable about addiction, and eventually
open up for residential treatments.
Maintaining life balance is difficult, especially during these past months. Jewell sometimes has to step back
from certain aspects when one needs more attention than
the other. “Mostly school I have to self-discipline and get my
work done. Sundays are usually the only days I have completely off and usually, I’m still doing some type of school
work that day or washing my car.” When she is not racing
she usually spends time with friends, goes to watch races,
goes to the movies, or she is working.
I asked her to share her racing story with us:
“Ive been going to the tracks for as long as I can remember. I got to drive my friends box stock when I was
about 11 and since then I begged my dad to let me drive but
he didn’t let me until I turned 18 and he got me a Hobby
Stock. Growing up going to tracks and watching my dad pit
for all of his friend definitely inspired me to not ever leave
the track since it’s a connection the two of us have together.
When I turned 13 he let me start riding as a passenger with
one of our family friends. She and her husband are who inspired me to get in a car and drive myself. Since there hasn’t
been many female drivers, she was my biggest inspiration
and I’ve been her biggest fan.”
Jewel’s most memorable moments are racing with
the friends she has made at the track. “They have turned
into family, and racing with them is when I am the happiest,
as well as racing with the woman who inspired me to do it
in the first place.”
Jewel’s dad is her biggest fan, and helps on the car,
along with Charlie Bryant, Bubba Bryant, Mason Bryant,
Tom Ferguson, and Steve Perry. Her best finish so far was 8th at Antioch Speedway a few
weeks ago.
		
I asked her how she deals with a bad
day at the track. “Honesly I don’t deal with
bad days in general the best. I just stay to myself and usually my friends always make me
feel better.”
		
Jewel races mostly at Antioch Speedway in California, but she is hoping to make
a trip to Watsonville for the two-day show in
September. Her goal is to be able to travel to
different states to race and eventually be good
enough to move up into the A-Mods.

Jewel races a Camaro in the Hobby Stock class. “My
car is grey, purple and black. My number is 3JC. Grey is
my absolute favorite color and I thought purple would look
good and it does! Also how many grey and purple cars do
you see... not many. I chose 3 as my number because my
birthday is August 3rd and JC because those are my initials.

Her long-term racing goal is to be in A-Mods and
have some feature wins, and also run California IMCA
Speedweek. She also hopes to have inspired some little girls
to get into racing too.
Jewel does not post a lot on social media, but when
she does, she gives her sponsors a shout out, as well as the
people that help her out. “Dirt track is such a small community compared to the whole world, I try to get it known
more on TikTok.”
“Being a female in a male dominated sport is definitely challenging, since boys tend to put the girls down
and push them around on the track. You have to hold your
own and not be afraid to push back and let them know they
can’t do that just because you are a girl. My dad taught me
to just cool down before saying anything and usually everything will resolve itself.”
Her advice for girls thinking of getting into racing is
“GIRL, DO IT!”
“You can do whatever you put your mind to. Do not
let anyone tell you otherwise, especially a boy.”
Jewel’s favorite part of being a racecar driver is makYou can follow Jewel on social media at:
ing new friends and being able to race with them. “I also Instagram: jewell.xo
enjoy being able to put on a show for the fans and seeing the Facebook: Jewell Alma Crandell
kids come into the pits after and letting them sit in my car TikTok: jewell.xo
and giving them photos.”
Jewel’s race day routing is getting a Starbucks frappe
or Red Bull, load up the car and head to the track. When she
is in her car ready to hit the track, she is a nervous wreck.
“I’m afraid I might pee myself I get so nervous, and I tell
myself not to wreck or spin out, and don’t be LAST!”
Her favorite fan experience so far is when a group of
little boys came up to her and one of them asked her to sign
his boot.
She hopes to leave a legacy showing girls that anyone can race, not just boys! Something Jewel would like
to do to improve is to stop putting herself down when she
doesn’t do as well as she had hoped. “I have high standards
for myself. I am my own worst critic.”

FAVORITES:

Food: Pizza or Spaghetti
Vacation destination: Disney!
Lucky number: 3
Candy or Dessert: Cookies!!!
Racetrack: Antioch Speedway
Movie: Harry Potter or Twilight
Musician: Taylor Swift
Sports team: Giants / 49ers
Race car driver: Michaela Taylor, Emali
Vanhoff and Natalie Perry.
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Women’s Lifestyle

Campfire Veggies

Household Tips

Easy Taco Casserole Recipe

Easy recipe for your campfire,
BBQ Grill, or oven
This taco casserole recipe has
flavorful ground beef, salsa, corn,
black beans, plenty of cheese, and a
layer of Doritos. It’s the perfect easy
comfort food for busy families!

Prevent Bottles From Falling in the
Fridge

Your refrigerator is always full and you don’t know how to
store your glass bottles in it? Have you ever had accidents or
near-accidents involving a bottle falling from your fridge?
By putting a clip beneath your refrigerator grill, you can
make a stack with your glass bottles in order to save space
and avoid breakage. It’s as simple as that.

INGREDIENTS

1 tablespoon olive oil
1 pound extra lean ground beef
2 cups crushed Doritos
1/2 medium onion chopped
1 tablespoon chili powder
1/2 teaspoon garlic powder
1/2 teaspoon ground cumin
Ingredients
1 (14 fluid ounce) can black beans
4 medium unpeeled potatoes, sliced
drained & rinsed
1 small onion, chopped
1 (12 fluid ounce) can corn drained
1 (10 ounce) package frozen mixed 		 1 (14.5 ounce) jar salsa
vegetables
2 cups shredded Tex-Mex cheese blend (or use cheddar)
salt and pepper to taste
Toppings (optional, to taste): tomatoes, cilantro, scallions, avocado, black ol¼ teaspoon garlic salt to taste
ives, sour cream, iceberg lettuce, etc.
5 tablespoons butter, divided
Directions
Preheat an outdoor grill for medium
heat.
Prepare two foil packets by layering
together 4 squares of heavy duty aluminum foil for each packet. If using
regular duty foil, use twice the number of layers. Spray the top sheet with
nonstick cooking spray. In a bowl or
resealable bag, toss together the potato
slices, onion, and frozen vegetables;
season to taste with salt, pepper, and
garlic salt if using.
Evenly divide the potatoes between the
two foil packets, and top with the divided butter. Fold each packet, starting
length wise, rolling edges together, repeat for each end, making sure to seal
edges tightly.
Cook the foil packets over the preheated grill until the potatoes are tender,
approximately 15 minutes per side.
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INSTRUCTIONS

Preheat oven to 350F and move the rack to the middle position. Prep your ingredients.
Add the oil and ground beef to a skillet. Cook, breaking up the meat as you go
along, for 5 minutes over medium-high heat.
Stir in the onion, chili powder, garlic powder, and ground cumin, and continue
cooking for another 5 minutes.
Meanwhile, add the crushed Doritos in an even layer to the bottom of a 9x13 (or
similar size) casserole dish.
If there’s a lot of excess fat in the skillet, spoon most of it out. Stir in the beans,
corn, salsa, and half the cheese. Let it warm through (until the cheese melts).
Spoon the beef mixture evenly over the Doritos.
Top the casserole with the remaining cheese. Bake for 15-20 minutes or until it’s
warm and the cheese is nice and melty.
Meanwhile, prep the toppings. Serve casserole as-is or with your favorite toppings.

Did you Know...what other foods taste like lemon?

Several other plants have a similar taste to lemons, including lemon myrtle,
lemon thyme, lemon verbena, and lemongrass, but they don’t contain
lemon’s characteristic citric acid. This makes them great substitutes in dishes
with a tendency to curdle, such as cheesecake and ice cream.

Tips For Your Shoes

When you know the best tips, it’s easy to save time in your
daily routine. Whether it is to speed up certain tasks or
simplify our life with others, here are the best tips you can
know. Here are tips that will completely change your daily
life.
Are you a regular tea drinker? Do not throw away your old
tea or tea pockets. Let them dry and put them in your shoes
to remove any bad smells they may have kept of the season
or over the years.
You can use the same tips for your sports bag, your car, or
even in your wardrobe. Really, the sky is the limit. Get your
money’s worth out of those expensive teas you like and use
them to make your life smell better.

Deep Cleanser For Your Microwave

Let’s be real, a microwave can be tricky to wash, especially
if you have avoided the task for some weeks now. Well, we
got your back! You will need a microwavable bowl for this,
and some white vinegar. You probably already have them at
home, don’t you?
Put water and white vinegar in the bowl. Place this bowl
in the microwave and set aside for 4 minutes. You will no
longer have inlaid dirt. Simply use a cloth or your brand of
paper towels to easily wipe the grim off the inside of your
microwave.

Clean Your Pans With A Dryer Sheet

Despite your many attempts at cleaning, dirt still remains
stuck to your frying pans? The solution to your problem is
unexpected, to say the least: dryers sheets!
Place your pan in the sink with a little dish soap, very hot
water and a dryer sheet, then leave it to work for an hour or
two. Afterward, your pan will be cleaned like a charm!
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Adversity Has Not Stopped Gwen Coggins
Gwen Coggins has seen adversity, and overcome
it with determination, and a positive attitude. When she
shared her story with me, I wanted you to read it in her
words, not mine:
I graduated high school in 1971, married my first
husband 3 weeks after graduating. Started work immediately. Had two daughters, Michelle, born in 1973, and Jill,
born in 1978. I have 5 awesome grandchildren (Vincent,
Cathryn, Solyah, Josiah, and Isaiah), and one grand-dog,
Jasmine (Jack Russell terrier).
My first husband died in 2012 after a years-long
struggle with a respiratory illness. In 2013, I was awarded
custody of my 4 grandchildren (ages 9, 5, 14 months and 3
months), due to their mother (my younger daughter, Jill)
being a drug addict. After about 18 months, the court decided that grandchild #1 should continue to live with me;
grandchild #2 went to live with her biological father; grandchildren #3 and #4 were placed for adoption and are in the
absolute BEST home
possible! I chose the
adoptive parents, am
completely
involved
in their lives, and they
now have a new baby
brother.
In 2019, I reconnected with my
teenage
sweetheart,
John. (John’s wife had
died in 2011.) John
and I picked up right
where we’d left off in
1968. We had not seen
each other in over 50
years even though we
both stayed right here
in this small town the
entire time. We got married on October 25, 2020. Turns
out, John has had a very successful career in drag-racing
for over 40 years. When we started seeing each other, naturally I attended races with him on week-ends. Eventually, I decided I’d like to try racing. I’ve always loved cars,
even building car models when I was young, so this was an
easy decision for me. John has been very supportive and
encouraged me every step of the way. He has taught me
everything I know about racing and is my biggest fan!
I got started in racing just THIS year (2021), at age
67. I was inspired by my husband, who has been racing for
over 40 years. John is an amputee, having lost his left leg
in a shooting accident when he was 3 years old. John was
12

unable to participate in the typical school sports and when
the opportunity came for him to get involved in drag racing, he was determined to be the best he could, and not use
being “handicapped” as an excuse.
He is my biggest inspiration! I’ve
also been inspired by the incredible women who race at our local
track … from Junior Dragsters to
the Pro’s. They’re all just incredible
women! They’ve all been very encouraging to me.
This past week-end, I was
runner-up in the Sportsman class.
(2nd in a field of 14 drivers, all
men.) This is my rookie season,
and so far, I’ve won TWO “Dash
for Cash” and now Runner-Up in
the track’s first points race of the
season. Not too bad for this ol’
Grandma!
My race car is also my everyday car … a 1984 Corvette. Husband gave it to me last summer as a combination engagement/birthday gift. My car is gold in color (that’s the color
it was when we bought it). My number is 1X56 (assigned
by IHRA). I had asked for another number to coincide with

my husband’s number (55 / NX55) but the number I requested was unavailable. John’s number
(55) has been with him his entire racing career
and has taken on quite a bit of significance.
That’s another whole story though.
On race day, we like to get to the track as
early as possible, get everything set up (I drive
my car to the track, we trailer his car), and relax
as much as possible before starting time trials.
John helps me with my car. Our marketing partner is Craig Dukes, Owner of Staff Framing &
Siding, in Mountain Home, NC.
My best finish was just a couple of weeks
ago. I was the Runner-Up in the Sportsman class
at Greer Dragway on May 22, 2021. That is where
we usually race, as well as Shadyside Dragway in
Shelby, NC. My favorite part of racing is going
fast...legally!
My goal for my racing career would be
to accumulate enough points to be able to help
represent our track (Greer Dragway) at the Summit Series finals in Darlington, SC later this year.
Something I would like to improve on is to be
more consistent on my reaction times but my
brain gets in the way too often.
Thankfully I’ve had no issues with any
of the men that race. The men I talk to are very
encouraging and supportive. So many other
women have paved the way ahead of me, and I’m
very thankful for that. I haven’t seen any opposition to women participating at our local tracks. I
would advise any girl who is interested in racing
to go for it! Don’t wait like I did. I’d like to think
I could help someone else decide that it’s NEVER
too late to try something you’ve wanted to do.
John has TONS of fans, but none for me yet. I’m
still too new.
For me, a bad day at the track is better than a good day anywhere else. Seriously,
though, John has been very helpful in keeping
me focused on just having a good time. When I
get in my car, and up to the line, I am usually just
thinking about that tree and not going RED. LOL
I don’t I-Race but I have used a full-size practice
tree to get used to the lights and it helped a bit.
At the end of my career, I will feel accomplished just knowing that I finally have done
something for myself and I’m having tons of fun!
My friends and family know that I am
racing now, but my Co-workers mostly do not
know. The ones who know about my racing think
it’s very cool!

Most of my work life was as an Administrative/Executive Assistant for GE. I retired after 34 years, in 2004, to help take care of my
grandson, and my ailing husband. My oldest grandson, age 17, is still
living with me. I returned to work about 3 years ago, working for a
while in retail sales, and now working part-time as an Administrative
Assistant for Hospice.
Maintaining balance in life is important. At this point in my
life, it’s easy to prioritize. Work is an option for me, not something that
I have to do. I’ve been fortunate that my work schedule is somewhat
flexible, which allows me the time to prepare for race day and enjoy the
weekends. When I am not racing I spend time with my grandchildren.
A piece of advice I received and share with others is “Never go
to sleep mad at someone you love. Resolve ANY and ALL differences
before going to sleep.”
You can follow Gwen on Facebook under her name. She does
not have a racing page. She usually posts about once a week where they
are racing and then post the results if they are decent.
FAVORITES:
Food: All Mexican food
Vacation destination: Beach
Lucky number: 55
Candy or Dessert: Red Velvet cake
Racetrack: Greer Dragway
Movie: Steel Magnolias;
Out Of Africa
Musician: Luke Bryan;
Luke Combs; Carrie Underwood
Sports team: UNC Men’s Basketball
(Go Heels!!)
Race car driver: Erica Enders
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Kart Racer Mary Badgley

Fourteen year old Mary Badgley is in the 8th grade
and has been watching racing since she was 3 years old. She
is a 4th generation racer on her mom’s side and started racing when she was 8.

Her most memorable moment was winning her first
national event in 2019 at NCMP in Bowling Green, Kentucky. She won her first Eagle trophy which was her goal
since she started racing. It was her first road race and she
dropped a lot of time that weekend.
She was inspired to start racing by her grandparents, mom, dad and great uncle. Her dad, grandpa, and
mom herlp her make repairs and changes on her kart.
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Her best finishes are three first place wins at Concept Haulers Motor Speeday in 2018; two wins at NCMP
in 2019; 4 wins at Grattan in 2020; 4 wins at Gingerman in
2020; 4 wins at Blackhawk Farms Raceway in 2020; and 2
wins at Pittsburgh International Complex in 2020.
In 2021 she will be racing at Mid Ohio,
Blackhawk Farms, Grattan, Nelson Ledes and
Pittsburg. She races in the 206 JR class in an open
wheel go kart. Her go kart is orange and her number is 97. She chose that number because 97 is the
family number as her parents met on September 7.
Her marketing partners are Lucas Oil, Peters
Motors and Badgley Motorsports. Her long term
goal is to become an Indy Car or NASCAR driver.
Being able to make an impact on other people when she is at the track is her favorite part of
being a part of the racing community.
Mary is a bit superstitious about the color
green when it comes to racing. “My family believes the color green is bad luck in racing. I like
to wear tshirts with cool racing quotes on them. I always
pray before I go out on the track.”
Mary’s favorite racing event is at Blackhawk Farms
because that is the only local road racing event her family
and friends participate in.
Her racing philosophy is to never give up and give
her competitors a run for their money! “I will never back
down no matter what! It doesn’t matter if you are a boy or
girl. The kart doesn’t know
whether you are male or
female. I never let the boys
discourage me because God
put me here for a reason!”
She had an issue one time
when she got her first win.
The parents of the top boys
in the race paid the technicians to DQ her. “The tech
man even broke a piece off
my motor and said it was illegal when it was legal!”
Her advice for other girls is
“Don’t let the boys talk you
out of racing. Let whatever
other people say roll off your
shoulders. Never give up!!!!”
Mary lives with her younger
sister, mom, dad, 2 cats and
a dog. She is homeschooled

and plays basketball and runs track when she is not racing. She is
a Cadette in Girl Scouts and attends church twice a week with her
family. Her favorite animals are polar bears and hedgehogs. Her racing nickname is Proud Mary. Her favorite quote is “If you’re not first
you’re last.”
Mary plans to attend community college after high school to
get her basic classes and then to the University of Ohio for engineering. Her goal is to become an IndyCar or NASCAR driver but engineering will be her backup. She also wants to be able to help younger
kids achieve their goals as well.
When she went to public school, some of the kids loved
hearing about Mary’s racing, while others were jealous and said racing wasn’t a sport.
When she is not racing she likes to ride her bike for hours
when the weather is warm.
Her favorite go kart racers are her dad and Cole Peschang. “My favorite
NASCAR drivers are Kyle Busch, William Byron, Natalie Decker and Hailie
Deegan.” My favorite IndyCar drivers are Pippa Mann and Josef Newgarden.
You can foloow Mary on Facebook at Badgley Racing. Her instagram
is BadgleyRacing970. Her email for more information on sponsorships is
Badgleyracing9706@gmail.com.

www.stopsoldiersuicide.org

Free rides at most major races.
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Micro Sprint Driver Molly Day

Molly never really thought much about being a girl involved
in racing until guys started taking her out just because she was a girl.
“I feel like that doesn’t happen as often anymore because it is more
common to see girls now. Once I was leading a race and got taken
out. That happened more than once. I just tried to blow it off, but it
was hard. I just held my head up and went to the next race.”
Her advice for other girls is that they are equal to the men and
to not let them put you down. “Keep your head up and go beat them
because that is the best thing you can do.”
Molly has a racing page on Facebook and Instagram. Her best
friend runs her FB page for her and keeps on top of it. She tries to
keep up with her Instagram, but sometimes that’s a struggle with everything else going on!
Molly lives with her parents and older brother. “Our race
shop is in Hammond IL. I ended up going to Arthur High School, but
when I was a senior we moved to the country of Allerton IL. When I
was 11 I joined a travel softball team and played that for 5 years and
ended up on my dream team. I had a lot of offers to go play in college,
but I chose to race full time and quit playing. I did play in high school
though. The weekend after I graduated I moved to Indiana to work
at Bailey Chassis and I drove their house car for the summer. I ended
up moving back home in the fall to work with my mom and I decided
to not go to college right away. In August of the next year I ended up
moving to East Peoria to go to school at Illinois Community College.”
Molly is attending school to be a dental hygienist. She would
like to work in a private practice when she graduates, and have some
land in the country with a barn where she could work on her race
cars. She works at a tanning salon, and her co-workers think it is
pretty cool that she races, and really didn’t believe her at first! Because of COVID, she has not had any in-person classes at ICC, but in
high school her classmates thought it was pretty cool that she raced.
A piece of advice that has stuck with her is “You can take
anything and learn from it. No matter how old you are there is always room to grow.” With all her activities, she maintains balance by
taking things day to day, but at school she plans everything to stay
organized.
When she is not racing, the family likes to take their boat out
on the river and spend time together.
You can follow Molly on social media on:
Facebook - Molly Day Racing and Instagram is mdracing17.

When Molly Day was only one
week old, she made her first appearance
at the race track where her dad raced for
about 26 years. Her parents showed her
off to everyone before the races started,
and they loved her!
“Every weekend we were at the
track. My brother ended up racing also.
When I was 7 our friends let me get in a
Jr. sprint to see if I would like it and I fell
in love. The next year I had my own car
and I have been racing since. My brother
Tyler broke his back in 2019 and decided
to not race anymore so it was just me for
about a year then my boyfriend joined
our team so now we are back to two cars
and then our third car is a back up car.”
Her most memorable moment is when she won the
$1000 to win Show Me Show Down in Sweet Springs, MO.
Her dad, grandpa and brother help with her car. Her first
Outlaw win was at Macon Speedway in Macon, IL in 2018.
She has several excellent marketing partners, Rachel Ray
Photography, Jamison Trucking, Patient Equipment, R&B
Powder Coat, Engler, ZBG Graphics, Rod End Supply,
PMP Chassis, Bell Helmets, Steve Thomas Racing, Bandit
Shox, and PureMAx Racing Oil.

and then when Bryan Clauson died he ran 17 on one of
his cars and he is my idol so I just haven’t changed it.” She
races at Macon, SIR, Sweet Springs, US 24 and Tulsa. Her
long-term racing goal is to make it to the World of Outlaws
series.
Her favorite part of being a race car driver is seeing
the people’s faces when they realize it’s a girl driving, and
she enjoys the adrenaline rush too! If she’s having a bad day
at the track, she just tries to keep her head up and learn
from it. Her race day routine is to drink a lot of water and
to just get her head ready for the night. “I
eat in the morning and then I can’t really
eat again until after my heat race.” When
she gets into her car, she and her dad make
a plan as to what she is going to do on the
start and lap by lap. “So I just think about
that. Sometimes it goes right sometimes it
doesn’t.” But that’s racing.
Her favorite fan experience involves
a little girl that sticks out to her. “She started
coming up to me in 2019 when I was driving for Bailey Chassis she said how much
she looked up to me and wanted to be me.
She came to see me every time we went to
that track so at the end of the year I ended
up giving her a free shirt and an autograph
card.”
Molly hopes to make history with
the World of Outlaws one day. Even if it is just one race.
Molly races a micro-sprint car in the Outlaw Wing
(There are currently no women running in this series.)
and sometimes non-wing classses. Her car is white, blue,
She hopes to race at different tracks and run well
red, and black. Her number is 17. “Usually my car is all
every night, which will help her improve her overall skills.
black, but I wanted to change it up a bit and I kind of just let
She hasn’t ever tried iRacing, but would like to.
my graphics guy pick. My number was my softball number
16

Molly’s Favorites:

Food: Steak
Vacation destination: Myrtle Beach
Lucky number: 17
Candy or Dessert: Cheesecake
Racetrack: Sweet Springs
Movie: The Longest Ride
Musician: Jason Alden
Sports team: Patriots
Race car driver: Sheldon Haudenschild
16
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Hope Rutherford Enjoys The Moment
Hope Rutherford recently received her Bachelor’s
Degree in Business Organizational Management from Eastern Florida State College. It has come in handy trying to
manage her race team as well as getting parts for builds and
making sure her top notch mechanic team gets builds completed before big races. “I am an Export Compliance Consultant, working for companies that hold government contracts, both with the US and foreign governments. I make
sure they are in compliance with ITAR and EAR regulations
to avoid fines and jail time. I volunteer as a conservation
educator for Safari Todd Unlimited and Marketing Director
for Oasis of Central Florida, a 501c3 that sends care packages to our troops all year long. This fall I plan to go back to
school for a logistics degree. I would love to continue my
education and dive into different fields. Right now my focus has been business. My next degree focuses on logistics.
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Hopefully, I can end up with a major that involves both. My
entire degree was completed online. However, I have gotten
mixed reviews from my family and friends. Some think it is
cool because I am working on bikes and others think I am
part of something dangerous.”
Some advice that has stuck with her is “Make time
for what makes you happy. Don’t compare your path to that
of others. This is your path. What is right for you may not
be right for others. No two paths will be the same, and that
is ok. Keep moving forward, keep progressing and achieving your goals. Not everything is a race. Some things in life
have to be taken slow and others will go by fast. Enjoy the
moment.”
Something most people don’t know about Hope is
that she competed in 3 beauty pageants.
She volunteers as a zookeeper and conservation ed-

ucator. “I have been doing this for about 8 years now, where
I handle alligators, snakes, tarantulas, scorpions, and various birds and large lizards.”
Her co-workers think it is neat to see a female in a
predominantly male sport. “Even the other racers were not
accustom to seeing females working on race motorcycles.”
Her long-term career goal would be to manage a
race team full time. “I hope to get into the grudge circuit
and one day race our good friend Chris Moore. He is a
whole level of his own. Or continue into the export compliance field. There will always be a need for someone to make
sure companies are compliant with regulations.”
Maintaining balance in a busy life is not easy but
Hope makes sure to allow herself time in each role. “From
sister, daughter, and friend, to educator, marketing director, and self... Allowing myself to spend time in each role, I
think, makes me a more well rounded individual.”
When Hope is not racing, working, or volunteering,
she enjoys gardening. “My father lives in Maryland, I live in
Florida. Our growing seasons are much different, as well as
our environment. We have a small competition to see who
can grow what and do it with the greatest results. My dad is
pretty good.”
Hope has always had a knack for manual labor and
mechanics. “I have spent countless hours working on my

own vehicles. I loved going to the track just to watch the
races. In 2019 I met Cori Johnson. He was a racer with a
blown up bike, so he would jockey other team members
bikes. The first night I met him, he was racing a buddy’s
at Orlando Speed World. We ended up dating and because
racing was something he loved, he shared that love with me.
Since then, I have learned about nitrous systems, how to
dial in a nitrous system, stage bikes, purge nitrous, hook
up nitrous bottles, change sprockets, jump start a bike with
a tender, battery, and pushing it. There is so much I have
learned over the last 2 years.”
Her most memorable moment was lining up Cori
for the first time at the track. “They had taught me how to
find the grove, the sticky spot, and how the bike should be
sitting. I lined him up, went to the side, and recorded the
race. Cori was running a 06 gsxr 1000, and one of our buddies was running a 2018 zx14. He went on to run a decent
time but beat the zx14 that was in the right lane. As the
night continued, I learned how much I loved being a part of
the racing world.”
Acme Racing in Tampa, FL does the tuning for most
of their bikes and the larger mechanic work that they can’t
quite do. “Because I don’t race myself, I do the mechanic
work, And I was part of a great finish. We had a race against
Continued to page 20
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Hope Rutherford Continued from Page 19

a team from North Carolina. It was a call out. When we
went to stage, the bike wouldn’t start. We tried jumping it,
But nothing happened. We found there was a blown fuse
and I always keep fuses, electrical tape, etc. in my truck. I
have a whole race box in my tool box, just in case. We replaced the fuse and still nothing. The entire time the other
team is telling us just to quit, they will race someone who
is prepared, in their league, just a barrage of trash talk. We
ended up push starting the bike and going on to win in a
huge upset.”
Dealing with a bad day at the track can take a minute to come back from but at the end of the day, if none of
the racers were hurt, the bikes are all ok, and in the end the
racing is done for fun, because they love the sport, it’s all
worth it.
The team races at Orlando Speed World, Showtime
Speedway, or on private property. “My bike is a black 06
gsxr 1000, with a ¾ upper and race tail. I run in the Grudge
class. It would be fun to be in the league with the big dogs
such as Chris Moore. We have raced him a few times on his
gsxr 600 which was a great day. But it would be nice to be
part of the big 8.”
As Team manager, the best part of being involved
in motorsports is seeing my racers have a good race, from
staging to coming back to the tent...laughing and joking,
and just overall having a great time racing... It shouldn’t be
stressful!”
Hope’s bike is soon to be black and pink, similar but
not the same as Side Bitch ridden by Billy Ammons. “Cori
was racing before I met him and unfortunately blew up his
bike. When I got mine, I let him chose the numbers so he
chose his son’s birthday.”
Hope’s race day routine starts a few days or weeks
prior with making sure they have race fuel and nitrous. “The
bikes run on Q16 so we have to get the special fuel from
VP Race Fuels and the nitrous we get from a small mom
and pop shop in Tampa. The day before or early morning
the day of is when the grocery shopping happens. I make
sure we have enough food and drinks to keep the race team
hydrated and focused. The Florida heat is no joke and can
take down the best athletes. When racing over 100 miles an
hour, you cannot risk not being on your game. Even with
the mechanical side. If you do not set the nitrous the right
way, tighten a bolt, or change a sprocket correctly, it could
mean serious injury or worse.”
“When my racers stage, I typically am the one also
behind the camera. My heart’s racing as I find the right angle and wait for the right time to snap pictures. As they fly
by, I turn to see who wins and make sure no one got hurt.
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Then it is back to the trailer to meet the racers, discuss the
pass, and possibly make some changes.”
A favorite fan experience happened one day at the
track. “We noticed some people we hadn’t seen before and
they looked lost. Upon talking to them, we learned that they
had seen our race videos online, knew my bike by name,
and had come down to see it race in person.”
If Hope could make an impact on the race world, it
would be to encourage more woman to get involved. “There
are few woman in the grudge circuit, and few woman as
mechanics. Woman should be empowered to come into the
grudge scene.”
Something Hope would like to do is just learn as
much as she can. “I am nowhere near a professional level
mechanic, that is why we take our bikes to Acme Racing but
I would love to know more and do more. I do not typically
deal with clutches and that would be something I would like
to learn.” At the end of her career, she would like to have
been a good mechanic and team member.
Being a female in this sport is not always easy. “I do
not always handle every encounter with grace. I remember
one race at a new track, one of my racers called me over to
adjust the nitrous. It needed to come in harder and quicker.
This required removing the tail. While I was doing that,
another older racer came over and said, “You let a woman
touch that bike?” My racer responded with “Well of course,
it’s her bike. She knows what she is doing.” It is hard to gain
the respect of other races but since then, it has gotten easier.
I have become more of a regular fixture that other racers
have come to know. Troubleshooting by running the bike
different ways or asking other seasoned racers or mechanics
also helps. Yes we may race each other but at the end of the
day, we race for fun so we help each other on occasion.”
Some advice she has for other women in motorsports is “Do not let anyone tell you no. Keep pushing. It is
hard and sometimes I still have to push back and get challenged by other male racers but keep going. Especially if you
have a team with you, they will back you and support you
when faced with discrimination. The best feeling is having
someone doubt you, your experience, and your ability and
you go on to beat them. Let your work speak for itself and
remain humble.”
HOPE’S FAVORITES:
Food: pizza, burgers, Italian
Vacation destination: Germany or anywhere tropical with
lots of exotic animals
Candy or Dessert: Hershey with Almonds, hot fudge sundae from Kingfisher’s, Solomon’s Island, Maryland.
Racetrack: Orlando Speed World
Movie: The Green Mile
Musician: Kacy Musgraves
Race car driver: Chris Moore, motorcycle rider
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Krissy Bearce Passes on the Racing Gene
Kristine (Krissy) Bearce has been around racing her
whole life. Her family has been racing for over 40 years. She
started when she was 16 because she had to be at least 16 to
race at the local track. She raced until she was 24. Last year
was her last year of racing and was the first year her husband raced. Her son is now racing and she helps him. Like
many families, the racing gene passes from
one generation to another!
Krissy started off in the Charger
class, moved up to the Hobby Stocks, and
then to Sport Mod. She then raced Predator and Adult Clone. She raced powder
puff on and off the following years. In 2017
her oldest son started racing go karts.
“My dad had an extra one so I started racing as well (Predator class). I raced
until last year. I won 3 track championships. I stopped racing due to my youngest
is starting to get into it and felt it was their
turn to play.”
Her most memorable moments
were her feature win in her Charger car her
second year of racing, and the look on her son’s face when
she did well in the go kart race.
Her dad and
two uncles helped
when she raced
cars, and her dad,
husband, and father-in-law helped
with the kart. Even
on a bad day, Krissy
stayed pretty mellow, and didn’t get
worked up much.
When racing karts,
it helped to watch
her son, so she
didn’t let a bad day
bother her.
She raced at
The New RaceWay
Park, Park Jefferson, Plessis Speedway and BobCat Speedway. Her karts were Beer-Built Chassis (her dad built them),
and her karts were Ultra Max.
Her racing goals were to always have fun, and of
course WIN! Her favorite part of racing was the natural
rush it gives you.
Her cars were usually white and blue and number
M80. Her karts were pink and blue and number 80. “My fa22

vorite color is Blue. My husband thought since I’m a girl to
put pink on them. M was for my maiden name and 80 was
the year my dad and uncles started racing.
Her race day routine is to make sure all the gear is
loaded, and head to the track. Her favorite fan experience
was when she won and the whole crowd cheered. “I had

young girls and some women come up to me and say how
good I did.”
Krissy has impacted motorsports by helping and
encouraging other women to get into this male dominated
sport. Her advice for other women is to “Go for it and don’t
look back!! Don’t take crap from the guys.”
Krissy is from Hinton, IA and enjoys being a wife
and mother of two boys. The family has two dogs and they
raise chickens. She has been a dental assistant for almost
twenty years, as well as a photographer. Her co-workers
think she was crazy to race! When she is not at the race
track, she enjoys photography, crafting and watching her
son race. A piece of advice that has stuck with her is “When
it comes to racing, the closer you are to the wall, the less it
hurts.”
KRISSY’S FAVORITES:
Food: To many to list
Vacation destination: Hawaii and Florida
Lucky number: 3
Candy or Dessert: Reese’s (love chocolate and peanut butter)
Racetrack: The New RWP
Movie: To many to list
Musician: wide range, listen to almost everything
Sports team: Nebraska football
Race car driver: Dale Sr, Jr. my dad, uncles, husband and
my son

New Paris Speedway Driver Briana Rumbaugh
Briana Rumbaugh started racing in 2020 at age 13.
She started racing because she always wanted to since she
was little. She grew up at the race track. One day her dad
came home with a car for her. Her dad inspired her to start
racing. Her parents, siblings, grandpa and boyfriend all
help her with her car.
Her most memorable moment was when she got cut
out of her car after having a wreck, and two weeks later she
won a race. Her best finish was when she won on August 29.
She races at New Paris Speedway. She runs an asphalt street
stock car in the street stock class. “My car color is purple
because that’s my favorite color and I’m number 18 because
that’s what my dad runs.” One of her goals is to race in the
CRA Series.
Her favorite part of being a race car driver is seeing
her fans faces when she races and getting to talk with them.
Her favorite racing event is the Summer Sizzler at New Paris. “I keep going back because it’s all V-8 cars and they put
on a huge show every year.”
Briana had one issue in the past with a guy at the
race track, but she solved it by just staying away from him.
Most of the guys treat her just the same as any other driver.
“I just act like myself and most of the guys support my racing. My advice for any other girls is that being yourself is
always best and to never give up because your dreams will
come true.”
Briana is going into 9th grade and is studying to be
a diesel mechanic. She has 2 sisters and 4 brothers, 2 dogs, 2

Race Mom Shirts Summer Special $10
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cats, and 2 guinea pigs.
Her favorite quote is “This princess would rather wear a
helmet than a crown.” Something most people don’t know
about her is that she works and plays basketball. Her coworkers were surprised that she raced and they think it’s
cool. Her classmates at Jimtown think it is amazing that
someone her age races and were surprised since she is a girl.
“They are always asking questions about it.” When she is not
racing she plays basketball and hangs out with her friends.
Her favorite driver is her dad, Billy Rumbaugh.
Follow Briana on Social Media at:
Facebook-Briana Rumbaugh
Instagram-brianarumbaugh6
Snapchat-racerbriana181

Shipping $4.95
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Thirteen Year Old Motorcycle Racer Delainie Miller
Delainie Miller just completed seventh grade and
worked hard to maintain an A-B average. For 8th grade
she is going to be home schooled for the first time to allow for more time to work on her race craft and compete
at a higher level. She is homeschooling with K-12 Stride in
Alabama. She wants to race pro for Extenson Racing Team
and complete her veterinanian degree. She is 13 years old,
and has a German Shephard named Rocky; a Guinea Pig

named Snickers and a Bearded Dragon named Aragon. “I
may seem super shy and quiet but I love to spend time outside fishing, boating and just finding a good adventure with
a group of friends and family.” Her friends think it is cool
that she races and they like to follow her on her live videos
to watch and support her.
Balancing all her activities is not easy, but she makes
sure she talks to her mom and step-dad, so they can help
her stay on track with school, racing, and responsibilities
at home, and then plan for time with friends to just relax.
She like to hang out with her friends at the beach, riding go
carts or just listening to music.
Delainie started racing when she was 12 years old
(August 2020). “I found Shayna Texter and saw what all she
had achieved in the AFT and told my parents I wanted to
race flat track and try riding and they said okay and I have
been pushing myself to get to the top ever since.”
One of her most memorable moments was when
Pro Rider Dalton Gauthier offered her his 140 to ride at a
camp on the TT track because her bike was too small and
the track was really rough. “I remember him telling me how
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well I did when I finished.”
Her step-dad Paul Garner is her pit manager at the
track and D&D Cycles makes sure the repairs are done fast
for her to get back to the track and riding. Her marketing
partners are Cycle Gear, D&D Cycles, Skipper J, Factory
Baking Graphics, Spy Optics, Gaerne, and O’Neal.
One of her best finishes was first place in Baton
Rouge, LA at an AHRMA event on her 85cc cycle in March
of 2021. That was the first time she raced that
bike.
If she is having a bad day at the track, she
talks to her track mates and parents to try to
talk it out and see if there are any changes they
can make to the bike set up, or if she needs to
try to change her riding style on the track. If it
still doesn’t come together she uses that time to
get on the track and work on her race craft and
fundamentals.
Her home track is Pensacola (FL) Dirt Track.
But she has traveled to different events in the
United States to compete at different tracks.
Delainie races a 2006 Honda CR85r and a
2006 Honda CRF 100. She runs in the youth,
85cc production and modified classes and the
Mad Dog class. “I chose my number, 17, by going with the first number that popped into my
head. I picked my graphics for the Honda cr85
by picking colors that looked good with the
Honda original colors and that would make the bike different and unique to me.”
Her favorite thing about racing is the competition
and getting to feel free and in control of the trust she has
in herself and her bike. Her goal is to get her pro card and
a spot on the Extension Racing Team and break all of the
records Shayna Texter has set in the AFT as a female racer.
“On race day I wake up and get a good meal and
head to the track, help get the bikes out and everything set
up. I check tire pressure, gas and take a good look over of
the bike and then relax until it’s time for practices to start
Then I get ready to communicate to my step-dad on how
the bike feels so gears can be changed fast so I can get back
on the track. When I get on the bike, I get myself in a zone
focused on myself, my bike, the green light and tune out the
other riders as if I am the only one on the track.”
“I have been given a lot of advice from Dalton
Gauthier, Morgan Mischler, Brandon Kitchens and Rob
Mclendon at the Pensacola Dirt Track and the one thing
they have all said to me is that no matter where I race one
thing holds true- “Don’t give up your line and make every-

one else work for it to get around you and as long as you
want it more than they do, they will never pass you and you
will always be able to pass them.”
One of Delainie’s favorite fan experiences was
when she was in Priceville, AL in early January. I was at
an indoor arena race and when I came off the track and
got back to my pit I was shocked to find 2 girls my age that
I didn’t know, waiting to meet me and talk to me and congratulate me on racing. I didn’t even know I had people
cheering for me I had not met until then.”
Delainie wants to make an impact on the sport by
showing females that it is a co-ed sport and promote the
sport every chance she gets to encourage girls everywhere
to ride. Something she wants to improve on is getting
more comfortable on the TT track and shifting while racing it. Her goal is to have the most AFT points as a female
and the most first place finishes in AFT history.
Delainie posts Facebook live videos so people
everywhere can watch the race and be a part of what she is
doing. “We post pictures and give thanks to sponsors and
vendors from the tracks to show our gratitude for what
they do. We also keep everyone updated on the upcoming
races and new things going on for us.”
Delainie works hard to achieve her goals, especially
when she hears the parents of other racers say things like,
“Son you better not let that girl beat you.”
“It hurt at first because they would challenge my
podium wins and try to take them away from me and I
learned I can only control me, my bike and how I compete
not what anyone else says. When I first started racing and
learning parents would argue that I was too old and too
big to be on the track in the pee-wee modified class (and
no matter what, tried to get me to quit), I
finally had to believe in myself and move up

to a bigger and faster bike very quickly after starting and
learn to make adjustments in the way I ride to show them I
was never going to quit.”
Some of the best advice she has received is “Focus
on yourself and never worry about what others have to say
unless it is helpful. Always believe in yourself and work
hard for what you want.”
You can follow Delainie on social media at:
delainie_miller17 on Instagram and Miller Racing on
Facebook
DELAINIE’S FAVORITES:
Food- Chili
Destination – Utah
Lucky Number – 17
Candy or dessert – Reeses
Racetrack – Senoia Raceway in Senoia, Ga
Movie – 47 meters down
Musician – n/a
Sports team – n/a
Flat track driver – Morgan Mischler

Patricia Fernandez Breaking Records
Go to any event that Patricia Fernandez is racing at
and you will see her smiling the entire weekend. I swear she’s
smiling under her helmet as she’s riding too. She brings so
much energy and joy into the race weekends, you can’t help
but feel insanely happy too. It’s her love and passion for the
sport, mixed with her positivity and her go-get-’em attitude
that makes her such a ray of light in this industry.
Patricia got her start with motorcycles after purchasing a 2004 Suzuki GS500F. She said, “I always liked
motorcycles, but my parents 100% did not allow it.
So when I moved out at 18
I purchased a used motorcycle and learned to ride
on my own! I rode my motorcycle in the snow! I just
loved it. You couldn’t get me
off it.” In 2010, she took the
next step and started doing
track days on her R6, which
then progressed into racing. She recalls, “I loaded
my r6 into the back of my
single-cab pickup and taped
my lights up! I slept in my
truck and ate peanut butter and jelly. I just started
getting faster and faster.
Within a few months I did
my first club race! I was 24
years old.” Her first race was at New Jersey Motorsports
Park, lightning circuit (Patricia adds that they don’t use that
circuit anymore because of how dangerous it is). After finishing 8th in her debut race, she said, “ I felt like I won the
weekend! There was definitely crying beforehand, I was terrified and thought I was in over my head, but a lot of smiles
afterwards!” Since then, she has ridden for numerous teams
on various bikes, but her own personal race bike is a 2012
Suzuki GSXR 1000 - one that I got to see her race at Road
America in 2020.
With 10 years of racing experience, Patricia has several memorable races. Her first Daytona 200 in 2015 was
one of those, “The discovery Channel Canada was filming
me for a documentary on top of it being my first ever 200, I
was a nervous anxious mess. Dane Westby rode his bicycle
from Tulsa OK, to Daytona to support me and he held my
pit board the entire race. I cried in his arms when I got off
the bike, I was so proud of myself and overwhelmed with
happiness. 1 week later he passed away, and I went from the
highest of highs to the lowest of lows. Nothing could ever
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have prepared me for that, but I am forever grateful to have
shared that race with him.” Her second most memorable
race may also make you tear up, “The other one would be
the FIRST time I broke the lap record at the Ulster Grand
Prix, world’s fastest road race, in 2016. The previous female
lap record was on a 1000cc, and I broke it on my 600cc r6. It
was the first year the organizers let me run the 00 number to
honor Dane, and the best part was Scarlett Westby, Dane’s
sister, was holding my umbrella and was the first person I

hugged after breaking the record. It meant more to me than
words could express.”
If you haven’t noticed, Patricia is someone that isn’t afraid
of trying something new. This year, she will be racing a Bagger. While the MotoAmerica series has titled it “King of the
Baggers”, I don’t think it will be long until there is a Queen
of the Baggers among them. When I saw her race at Road
America last year, she was the only female gridding up with
the men and she was cool as a cucumber. When I asked
what racing accomplishments she’s most proud of, she said,
“Breaking the track record at the Ulster GP, and then breaking my own record three more times is pretty amazing.
Being the only female on grid of every pro Superbike/Superstock 1000 race I’ve ever competed in is pretty awesome
too.” When you see little girls standing on the fence, cheering her on, you can’t help but feel inspired by her fearlessness as well.
Another quality that makes Patricia someone to look up to,
is her perseverance. When I asked about the biggest challenge she has had to overcome, she said, “Self doubt. It took

me a long time to realize I deserved to be on the grid with all my fellow pros. I
guess coming from no race family or background, and starting so late, I struggled with self-confidence. And with my confidence came success.” After spending so many years at track days and races, I have heard Patricia’s name on several
occasions when female riders have discussed who inspires them the most. It’s
her confidence on and off track that inspires them, plus her excitement for the
sport. In fact, when I asked what she loves most about racing she said, “I love the
everything that is racing and what it creates. It is the highest of highs, and lowest
of lows, but I wouldn’t trade one moment of it all.”
While Patricia is an inspiration to many, she also has several individuals
that have inspired her. “I’ve been influenced by so many and continue too be so.
I can’t pick any one. I’ve had incredible team owners, crew chiefs, sponsors, fans,
and 2 incredible relationships that have all helped me. My success in racing has
been a mosaic of all the people complimenting my journey. I would say my most
recent influence has been 4 time world champion Eddie Lawson! During COVID I purchased every season of MotoGP in review (1983 to present) and World
Superbike (1991 to present), and learned so much history and gained respect for
racers in the 80’s and 90’s. Those men were TOUGH! I became a big fan-girl of
Steady Eddie and admire his humble and calm demeanor through his highs and
lows of his career.”
When she is away from the track, you can find her outdoors, either with her dog
or with other animals. She also focuses on getting race ready with workouts like
HIIT, Plyometrics, Resistance Training, Biking and Yoga.
My last question for Patricia was what the best piece of advice is that she
has been given. She responded, “I’ve been given advice through so many stages.
Being successful is just a timeline of being given good advice and applying it.
But most of my ‘breakthrough’ moments involved others believing in me before
I did. Trusting your abilities and ‘going for it’ has been a struggle of mine.” I hope
you get a chance to see her race this year, whether it’s on a Bagger or on her Suzuki. Seeing her on track will inspire you to be fearless and chase your dream and
seeing her smiling and having the best time will make you love the motorsports
world even more.

Preferred Partner
Jenni Schierman

My name is Jenni Schierman. I am a coach
and consultant with over a decade experience in the motorsports industry working
directly with athletes and high performers.
I am a Preferred Partner with the IWMA.
I am an experienced trainer, mentor, and
leader, and have worked for well-known
companies like Kawasaki and Nissan.
In my free time you can probably find me
at a racetrack cheering on a client or a
close friend, spending time with my rescue
dog Hess, or traveling. I currently make
my home in South Florida.
WHAT DO I DO?
I am a mental performance and executive
coach. I help athletes in many ways but
common areas are self confidence, visualization, impulse and emotional regulation and improved communication. I also
work with professionals from senior managers, directors all the way up to C-suite.
Qualifications: MA, Executive Coaching &
Consulting
BA Concordia University Irvine
IWMA members receive a no cost initial
zoom video consultation and first full session included free with the purchase of any
JS Coaching program.
Explore your unique situation and evaluate how mental performance coaching can
benefit you. Common benefits of coaching are: improved relationships, improved
stress management and increased confidence.
Website: https://www.jscoaching27.com/
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Mom, Racer, Student...Lora Authier Does It all
Canadian Lora Authier had
her first rookie season in 2019, at
the age of 29, after watching her
dad race for many years. “My intentions were to start earlier in age, yet
my father was not ready for that as
he was traveling and exploring his
own racing career as it was still on
fire and a hit. So until 2019, every
now and then I would step foot in
his Dirt Late Model for a fun night
or as we call it, a Powder Puff Race
(which is a woman’s Race), or also a
mechanic’s race. My father is the one
who has inspired me to start racing.
He has done this sport for over 35
years. It was seeing the fun, excitement, knowledge and people that
look up to him, that inspired me and
blew my mind. I wanted that feeling!”
Lora has lots of racing memories, but one that comes to mind
regarding her racing career would
be the evening she rolled her car for
the first time. “Just a few weeks into
the race season I was starting to get
comfortable with the car and got a
little too brave. I tried one of my dad’s favorite moves (a
pass-then slide job) and well, doing that with another rookie wasn’t my best decision. I ended up on my roof. All and
all, we learn from our mistakes. So when it comes to a bad
day at the race track, I’m a girl so…….I’m all over the emotional map LOL but having a good frustrating cry and venting to a nearby friend is a must! It’s just my way of having a
minute to myself and then I go back and kick some butt. It’s
never easy and everyone has different coping skills.”
Lora is currently racing a Monte Carlo in the Thunder Stock class. Her marketing partners in her local area
of Chatham, Ontario that help her out include: Brad’s Delivery Service, Melt Massage Therapy, DSW Maintenance,
Johnny’s DJ Service, Nicki’s Tupperware, Pure Romance By
Alysia Authier & Marty’s Woodworking.
Her best finish has been 8th out of 19 cars. Her
home track is Southern Ontario Motor Speedway, formerly
known as South Buxton Raceway.
Lora and her best friend, Bonnie Gaveis, are usually
the only ones working on her car. She does get help from
her dad, close friends John and Matt, and boyfriend Thom30

as when she needs it. “Sometimes it’s just too much to do it
on our own so we need some help to finish the to do list, so
having these helping hands lets us know we can make it out
the next weekend and having them when we need them is
super helpful.”
Lora’s racing goal this year is to start every race, win
her first heat race and finish in the top 6 for points. Lora really enjoys being a race car driver because it’s the great feeling of accomplishing things she never thought she could do
in a million years! “Whether it’s finishing a race with these
guys or fixing something on the car, it’s all a great learning
curve and I couldn’t imagine what my life would be without
it.”
Lora is 31 and a single mom to her 4 year old daughter Lorelai. She is the youngest of 4 children, brother David,
and sisters Tina and Alysia. Her mother Nickie and father
Brad are a big part of her racing success, and her best friend/
boyfriend Thomas is as well. Her dad is who got her started
in racing. “My father is very critical when it comes to racing; he is where I get all my wisdom, pressure, knowledge
and love for racing from. He knows a lot and has so much
knowledge behind him, he says consistancy and laps will

give you what you need to gain confidence, knowledge & wins. “
She currently attends college,
taking the Personal Support Worker
Program. She has been in the healthcare field since high school. She started working in a retirement home and
then changed her path into the home
healthcare field. “With being in the
home healthcare field, you don’t see
much of your co-workers. You’re always working alone about 95% of the
time, but when I tell my clients that
I race stock cars on dirt, they stop
and say NO WAY! It’s night and day
right… when you think of a nurse you
think sweet, kind, caring, soft handed,
clean and girly!! Lol Then I tell them
that and it’s just a big surprise.”
Her future goals are to raise
her daughter to be a caring, responsible, independent woman with a hard
work ethic. “I would like to get remarried and if I could have a little white
picket fence out front with a race car
and few toys in the garage, I will be
just fine. The little things in life, now
that I’m getting older, seem to be so
much sweeter. A racing goal would be
a feature/heat win. A championship
is hopefully in the future with a lot of
hard work and practice.”
Her career goals is what she is
doing now in the healthcare field. “I’m
in the career I love, I always wanted to
help people when I was younger and
this is what life led me to.”
Maintaining a life balance with
a daughter, her extracurricular activities, school, career, friends, family and
racing is not easy. “That would be a
treat to balance everything, every day!
I also try to incorporate other loved
one’s hobbies which makes it a very
busy life. But when I’m not racing I
love spending time in front of the tv
relaxing, having a few beers, also enjoy
fishing and kayaking. Riding my motorcycle with my boyfriend Thomas
and friends is also something I enjoy
as well.”
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Australian Drag Racer Karen Smith

Karen Smith is married with two gorgeous grown
up girls and lives near the top of Australia next to the Great
Barrier Reef in a regional town called Cairns. “Alongside
my love for drag racing, I also enjoy outrigger canoeing and
do volunteer work with the Cairns Turtle Rehabilitation
Centre out on Fitzroy Island.”
She and her husband own and operate an asphalt
company. Karen does the bookwork and safety requirements. She is in an office by herself, but her friends and
family are very supportive and proud of her racing. Some32

thing most people don’t know about her is that she is
not as quiet as they think! “I can get up to mischief (fun
mischief!) and only my close friends will know I am most
likely the instigator and the first one in to prank and run
amuck!”
If Karen had a chance to go back and do some things
over again, she would get a degree in motorsports and get
herself into an F1 team, and travel the world. Drag racing
would be her hobby! Her long term career plan is to retire
and race around the country.

When she is not racing, she enjoys outrigger canoe
paddling and is in a local Cairns club called Hekili. They
enjoy competing regattas together and having fun on and
off the water. She maintains life balance by working hard
and playing hard. “I get plenty of exercise, sea air and have
great friends and family.”
Her philosophy is never give up. “I will keep going
no matter what. I would be devastated if I couldn’t finish
something I started. Probably a little tough on myself, I
would not expect others to do this!”
Karen was introduced to racing when her husband
started to drag race at Springmount Raceway, Arriga. They
finally got a drag strip built close to Cairns. She was on his
pit crew for a while until she decided that it looked way
more fun driving than crewing.
“I had a gorgeous Corvette that had been brought
in from the States and converted to right hand drive sitting
in my garage, so I drove her up and drag raced her. For a
street car she did pretty well, low 12’s. But of course, it was
not fast enough. I was sitting on our deck outside and my
husband drove in with a dragster roller on a trailer and told
me to buckle up, we are building a race car! I spent the next
couple of years in this dragster learning everything I could.
We had a few engine changes to bring up the speed, but I
ended up finding a bigger and faster dragster down in Brisbane. We brought this one up to Cairns and she is the love
of my life. My favourite drag racer is Michelle Davies who
drives a tough 67 Mustang Pro-Slammer who has run a 5.9
second quarter mile pass @ 238mph. She is awesome!”
Karen’s most memorable moment was actually the
scariest one. “The steering arm snapped during my burnout and the dragster veered left and I only just managed to
pull it up before almost hitting the dragster beside me. I was
grateful this happened at the start of the strip, not at the end
when we are doing such high speeds.”
Her husband Greg and friend Luke Hutchison,
who are also drag racers and excellent mechanics, help her with her car. She also has a great pit
crew who look after her very well and she is very
appreciative of Shiftlight Customs in Brisbane,
Queensland as her marketing partner.
She races at Springmount Raceway in Arriga, which is just down the road from Mareeba
in Far North Queensland, Australia. She races a
big block dragster. She runs in the Super Comp
class which is for cars faster than 9.59 seconds.
“My dragster is black with beautiful custom airbrushing done by Little Mick down in Brisbane.
My race number is 9152 - I didn’t choose it, IHRA
allocated it to me.”
Karen’s favorite part of being a racecar
driver is the speed...every time! Her goal is to race

as long as she can. She runs for fun and the pure enjoyment
of it. “Sitting in my dragster is my happy place.”
She has only raced at the local track in Springmount,
where she runs consistent low to mid 8-second passes over
the quarter mile. Her best time was an 8.20 and she generally runs around 155mph.
“My race day routine is hectic. With both of us racing and my husband having a very high powered Corvette
supercharged outlaw, we do as much as we can at home in
preparation for the track. Our track is about an hour and
quarter away but you have to tow up a range to get there.
Once we get there, we set up, do all the stuff you need to do
when you are running super comp cars. It’s a big rush and
stressful. Comp starts at 1 in the afternoon and finishes in
the evening. It is a huge, adrenalin paced day and we love
it! We get to enjoy a catch up with fellow racers at the end
of the day which is always fun. Many of the drag racers are
family to me. Next morning we pack it all up, go home, do
all the maintenance and repeat it all again next round! To
me there’s no bad days at the racetrack. There was one day I
couldn’t race because I had a cold so had to watch instead –
yeah, that was a bad day!”
When Karen gets into her car she is always thinking
about the track...ALWAYS the track...wondering how it’s
been prepped initially, if there’s been any oil down, which
lane is the better lane on that day. “People are usually very
surprised when they find out it’s “a chick driving”! I have
heard kids yelling “mum, it’s a girl in the car!” from the
crowd. I love it, hopefully it encourages other girls into the
sport.”
Karen hopes to inspire other women to race, especially those around her age, as there are not too many.
Something she would like to improve on are her reaction
times. “Trying to get my head around the delay box! Arghhhh!”
Continued to page 34
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Karen Smith Continued from Page 33

Give Your Time
Reprinted with permission from Sarah Marks.

Her long term career goal is to be able to sit back and say “WOW What a ride!” As long as she is still loving racing
she will continue. When it stops being fun she will stop.
What about competing in a male-dominent sport? “I love it! There’s no advantages or disadvantages in drag racing – we are completely equal. Generally speaking the blokes are really happy to find women who love the sport and cars
as much as them. I think I have been lucky – the drag racers from my area are very inclusive and supportive.”
Her advice for other women who want to get involved in racing is easy. “The cliché of just follow your dreams. Get
into a pit crew, make friends, understand the sport and save hard so you can buy your own drag car down the road.”
She has taken a crack at the Christmas Tree simulator, but they are easy, unlike in the car!
To follow Karen on social media, you can find her on Facebook at Bearhead Racing.
KAREN’S FAVORITES:
Food: pasta 						
Dessert: Chocolate ripple
Vacation destination: Indianapolis (USA)		
Lucky number: 9
Racetrack: Springmount Raceway, Arriga		
Movie: actually a tv series, Shameless
Musician: AC/DC 					
Sports team: Hekili Outriggers
Race car driver: Michelle Davies

NASCAR, ANDRETTI & PETTY
RACING EXPERIENCES:

DISCOUNT FOR IWMA MEMBERS ONLY:
Additional 10% off lowest rate (including sale rates) of the following:

NASCAR Racing Experience
Mario Andretti Racing Experience
Richard Petty Driving Experience

www.andrettiracing.com
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www.nascarracingexperience.com
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We’re here to help you show your
true colors! Whether you’re a Racer,
Car Owner or Truck Owner, we’re
here to help you wear your story!
With the brightest minds in the business, we bring you the freshest ideas
and coolest/cutest designs every day.
Though we started as a simple t shirt
company with big dreams, we’ve expanded our reaches to help you tell
your story in every way possible.

20% Discount for IWMA Members ONLY

www.Racechick.com

Become a Member of the IWMA at
www.iwmanation.com

Opportunity to be an Ambassador for IWMA

www.mycarmyrulesstore.com

Red Camel Racing:

Discounts from Preferred Partners

www.redcamelracing.com

Discounted clothing Packages as
listed below. Coupon Code to
receive discounts are for
IWMA Members only.
Join today to receive your coupon code.

The 2 packages Red Camel Racing are offering you are:

Alyssa Rowe

www.iracing.com
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Continued from Page 23

PACKAGE 1: 2021 DOUBLE LAYER SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES:
(Regular Retail Price US$1065)
				
SFI 3.2A/5 Double layer packages will include:
- 3.2A/5 SFI Race suit - 3.2A/5 SFI Gloves - 3.3 SFI Hood
- Race Suit Bag - Embroidery on suit (2 large logos & 3 small logos)
- Red Camel T-Shirt - Red Camel Hoodie
			
Price US $450 You can Choose from any of our suit styles.
PACKAGE 2: Single lager 3.2A/1 SFI 2020 SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES:
			
Regular Retail Price: $585)
				
SFI 3.2A/1 Single layer packages will include:
- 3.2A/1 SFI Race suit - 3.2A/5 SFI Gloves - 3.3 SFI Hood
- Race Suit Bag - Embroidery on suit ( 2 large logos & 3 small logos)
- Red Camel T-Shirt - Red Camel Hoodie
			
Price US $199
You can choose any of our styles.
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Kinley Taylor - 11 Years Old and Already Has a “W”
Kinley Taylor just completed 5th grade at
Schley County Elementary School. She finished
the year with honors and had the 2nd highest
word count in her grade. She has three pets, a
boxer named Red, a cat named Sally and new to
the family is a hermit crab named Hermi.
Kinley hopes to become a professional
race car driver when she grows up. Her dad always tells her “You were born to race, you have
racing in your blood.” Her classmates are supportive of her racing. “Some of my friends and
even one of my teachers has come out to the track
to cheer me on!”
Kinley spends her time as a typical 11 year
old, such as spending time with friends and family, exercising, reading and texting. When she is
not racing, she enjoys playing basketball, cheering, singing
and listening to music, and just having fun!
Kinley started racing when she was 8 years old. She
fell in love with racing go carts. “My dad also races so spending time at the track is something we have pretty much always done, but getting to race myself had me hooked. My
1st year racing go-karts I ended the year with a 3rd place
finish in the Jasper Super 8-point series. My first year racing, I was also invited to the National Championship of gokart racing. I was shy of making the race but the growth I
learned there was tremendous. My second year racing gokarts I was tied for points going into the points race but was
just shy of taking home that win. Due to COVID I was not
able to attend the National’s that year. I have won 21 races
in my 2 ½ years of go-kart racing!”
This year Kinley is racing in the mini-stock series at
Crisp Motorsports Speedway in Cordele, GA. In her second
race at Crisp, she was able to take home the win.
Her most memorable moment so far was her first
race win. Her first race she qualified for the pole, but didn’t
get the win. She went home and studied with her dad, and
went back the next week and took the W! She was so excited!
Kinley has some local sponsors who have helped
her out thus far including: B’s BBQ, Southern Automotive,
Alliance Racewear, Taylor Trucking, New Imagine Hair Salon, and Rainey Tractor Service.
Kinley’s dad is the main person who helps her with
the car, along with some of his friends.
She absolutely loves being at the track and even if
they do not have the best day, every experience there is a
learning one. “If something goes wrong with the car or I
make a bad move my dad and I discuss it and go over what
to do next time- so it still counts as a good day because it’s a
day of growth and learning.”
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Kinley’s home track is Crisp Motorsports Speedway.
She races a 1989 Ford Mustang in the mini stock class. Her
car is black, neon yellow and florescent purple. “My dad
and I looked at car color combinations and this is the one
I loved the most. My race car number is 408, this number
was on the 1st go-kart we bought, and it has stuck. My racing career goal is to race against my daddy with me bringing
home the win! Also, I would love to be on TV.”
When Kinley gets into the car she says a little prayer
and thinks to herself, “Let’s DO THIS!” Her parents believe
that she is making an impact on motorsports by proving
that age and gender do not matter.
Something she would like to improve on is to pick
up speed.
Because Kinley is only 11, her mom and dad don’t
let her have any social media accounts. (Darn parents, she
said!) But you can follow her on her parents Facebook pages, Josh Taylor and Lori Taylor.
She doesn’t think twice about being a girl in a male
dominated sport. “If you work hard and follow your dreams,
pretty much nothing can stand in front of you.” Her advice
to other girls who are thinking of getting into motorsports
is “Believe in yourself, don’t give up, study and work hard.”
KINLEY’S FAVORITES:
Food: BBQ sandwich and Chick-Fil-A
Vacation destination: Disney World or Pigeon Forge, Tn
Lucky number: 408
Candy or Dessert: I really don’t like too many sweets/desserts but when I do get candy, I enjoy the airhead extremes
Racetrack: any track
Movie: I cannot think of just one- depends on my mood
Musician: Morgan Wallen or Luke Combs
Sports team: Atlanta Braves
Race car driver: Brandon Overton but my dad is up there
too

What is Igneous Gear?
Flame resistant base layer safety apparel for
industrial athletes with an emphasis on women
in addition to men. Increased risks of injury can
result when wearing improper fitted PPE apparel.
No one works standing still, base layer apparel stays
against the skin, minimizing gap exposure, providing the last layer of
defense between you and the danger. IG garments are made from the
highest quality no-melt, no-drip fabric and components that go beyond
industry standards. Stay safe and comfortable, Igneous Gear SHIELDS
them all: Steel/Welding, Oil & Gas, Paper & Pulp, Motor Sports, Tactical, Utilities, Manufacturing, and Automotive with athleisure style FR.
The first tool you put on, the last tool you put away.

Igneous Gear
Fire Retardent
Base Layer Gear for
Industrial Athletes
20% Discount to IWMA Members
for online orders.

www.igneousgear.com
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Rising Star Kristina Esposito

By: Jessica Johnk

A star that has been rising in the paddock is,
Kristina Esposito. She is determined, she is a fierce
competitor, and she puts in the work. You may recognize her from her success as a Miata racer, but
there are so many other aspects about Kristina that
I found out from this interview that make her an
inspiration to other females in the motorsports industry.
Kristina’s entry into the motorsports world
was through go-karts. She started when she was just
7 years old at Grand Prix New York Racing. And to
come full circle, she is currently employed there! It
was this first step that pushed her into car racing.
When I asked what her influence was, she said, “I
would say my biggest influence getting into car racing was probably Stevan McAleer. He was my first
go-karting coach, and then became a professional racecar driver. I’ve been following in his steps.” I came to know Kristina
through her Miata racing and was so impressed with the skill she showed on the track, but also with her work ethic off
track. Her first race car was a 1991 Mazda Miata, has stayed in the Mazda family all these years and now races a 1999
Miata. She is currently coached by Pippa Mann, who Kristina credits as being one of her biggest inspirations. When talking about Pippa, Kristina says, “She is always on top of everything, and is always super passionate about whatever she is
doing. She is very determined.”
Her first car race was just 3 years ago at New Jersey Motorsports Park with SCCA Lightning Challenge. At just 16
years old, Kristina finished 4th Place in the ITA class. She said, “I was so excited to be in a car in a real race for the first
time, so I had a lot of fun.” When I asked what she loves most about racing, she said, “Just being in the car. I love the feeling. It’s exciting, but also calming in a way, because you can only focus on your driving; so it’s kind of peaceful.”
While Kristina is currently attending the University of Miami, studying Mechanical Engineering, she still has plans
for racing this year. When I asked what her plans are for 2021 she said, “I am currently focusing on Spec Miata racing,
and so far it’s the most fun I’ve had racing. It’s super competitive and I have a lot to learn, which makes me want to come
back to the track every time.” Her love of Miatas makes her dream of participating in the Mx5 Cup one of these days. To
prepare for a race, Kristina studies track maps and notes, watches YouTube videos and practices on a simulator if possible.
She also tries to stay physically fit by concentrating on endurance and stamina building. Away from the track, she loves
doing Taekwondo and is a 2nd Degree Black Belt.
I asked Kristina what the biggest challenge is that she has had to overcome and she said, “I think with anything, it can
sometimes be overwhelming and it is difficult to continue. If you want to succeed at anything, you have to push through
the difficult parts. I’ve gone through some rough patches, but overall I’ve regained my initial passion and am always happy
at the race track.” Every photo I’ve seen of her, she is beaming! You can feel her passion for the sport and she is someone we
all love to cheer for. The best piece of advice she’s been given? “It’s okay to take a break. A lot of responsibilities come with
being a race car driver, and sometimes it’s really difficult
to maintain. Keeping up with social media can be especially exhausting because there is always so much going
on. It’s okay to step away for a bit and come back when
you have the energy! Doing this keeps me from burning
out.” For a girl that’s juggling being a full time student,
working at the kart track and racing Miatas, she’s doing
a great job balancing it all. Looking forward to seeing
her on track this year and I continue to keep my eye out
for her name on the Mx5 Cup entry list because I know
she will be there soon!
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Best. Day. Ever.
Madison Snyder, Street Stock Driver,
Kalamazoo, MI

Become an IWMA Ambassador
All members of the International Women’s Motorsports Association receive discount codes to our Preferred Partners.We are adding more partners every week! Go to www.iwmanation.com to join today as
a yearly or lifetime member.
As part of the membership, you are encouraged to become an IWMA Official Ambassador. You are
the eyes and ears at your local track or series, sharing photos and information with me that I can in
turn, share to all of our followers.
Why join the International Women’s Motorsports Association, otherwise known as IWMA?
Because in numbers we can accomplish so much more! Our vision is to have one place where women
in any type of motorsport, and those who support and encourage women to be involved in motorsports, can ask questions, connect with other women to solve problems, get advice, and celebrate
each other. Our website and Facebook pages will be the place to share upcoming events, photos, and
news about women involved in motorsports. It will be the place to find racing related products, and
other products and information for women to help them be better daughters, wives, sisters, mothers,
grandmothers and friends.
As part of the membership, you are encouraged to become an IWMA Official Ambassador.
You are the eyes and ears at your local track or series, sharing photos and information with me that
I can in turn, share to all of our followers.
I welcome the opportunity to work with you!

Listen to Racing Girls Rock Podcast on:

Podbean

YouTube

Apple Podcasts

Google

Podbay

Elizabeth Beshears
Charlotte Camsey
Lori Cutterr
Dalaney Dunn
Audrey Gerberding
Jessica Hicks

AMBASSADORS

Jessica Johnk
Kiki Wong Kiswork
Jenn Krpata
Camille Lewis
Makena Snyder
Madison Snyder

Ella Mattson
Rylie Mullin
Sandy Shultz
Heather Taylor
Karen Waters Thomas
Cindy Wessel

https://www.facebook.com/IllianaSCR/
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For News and Information on
Women in Motorsports, go to:

www.iwmanation.com

SHOP for shirts, bags,
journals and more at:
www.iwmanation.com

