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From the Race Director
By: Melinda Russell

As the New Year is now upon us,
some of the things on my mind include my
goals and plans for the IWMA...actually this is
mostly ALL that I think about every day.
As of the date of this writing, there
are three dates confirmed on my calendar,
with several more in the planning stages.
IWMA will host an event in conjunction
with the Phoenix Intl. Raceway on March 7, the
day that the Xfinity cars will be racing. Sunday,
March 28 we will be at Texas Motor Speedway,
and on April 19, we will be at Richmond Raceway. More details for all events will be posted
on our social lmedia pages so watch for them,
share and best of all---JOIN ME!
If you want the IWMA to visit your
track with our IWMA Road Tour 2020, contact
me at iwmanation@gmail.com or on Face-
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book. My schedule is not full yet, but it’s getting there so don’t wait too long
PRI 2019 in Indianapolis was an excellent weekend for the IWMA team, which included JR Long, Katie Wilson, Jereme Boyd and
TK Boyd. Elizabeth Prestella, owner of Torq’d
Clothing Company had some of her pants and
shirts on display and Breanna O’Leary, Audrey
and Angela Gerberding was also in attendance
to help wherever they could.
Special thanks to the ladies who took
time out of their busy weekend to be in our
booth to do some Facebook Live interviews:
Brooke Storer, Gracie Trotter, Tori Knutson,
Brittany Zamora, Jeanette DesJardins, Georgina Buckley, Rylie Mullin, Angel Hardaway,
Anji Thornton, Taylor Kuehl, Faith Schuch,
Lauren Wessel, Taylor Hosford, Sandy Shultz,
Lea Ochs, Kelly Clontz, Julie Nataas, Danielle
Dobcyzk, Roxanne Neace, Holly Clark, Janette
Thornley, Elizabeth Prestella, Hannah Grish-

am, Leah Howey, and Breanna O’Leary. You
can find these interviews on our Facebook
page.
Thank you to all of you who stopped
by our booth as well. I love meeting you in person and being able to share my passion for
women in motorsports.
AMBASSADORS: I can’t begin to cover
every track or series. But I WOULD love to be
able to share what’s going on via my social
media pages! Become a member of the IWMA
and you can apply to be an Ambassador! Go
to www.iwmanation.com to become a member and once you do, I will send you an email
about becoming an Ambassador!
In a few short weeks, NASCAR will be
revving back up, as well as NHRA and many
other types of racing. Remember I am always
looking for females in motorsports that would
make a good feature story or podcast interview. If that person is you, or someone you
know, make sure to contact me.
iwmanation@gmail.com
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International Women’s Motorsports Association

Membership Plans
Yearly membership: $75

May be paid in one $75 payment or three payments of $25 each
Valued at over $175, in addition to the discount on events and merchandise
•
Early release of Monthly magazine to your email				
•
10% off IWMA Merchandise and Events
•
Early registration to events and early release of merchandise
•
IWMA Nation Decal for Car
•
Added to IWMA Nation-Racing Girls Rock Closed Facebook Page 				
•
Access to all past issues of magazine
•
One hour of marketing partner acquisition or social media coaching
•
Introduction to a SendOutCards account for thank you and follow up to marketing partners, crew, family/friends

Lifetime Founder’s Club Memberships: $300

May be paid in one payment of $300 OR three payments of $100 each
Valued at over $400, in addition to the discount on events and merchandise
•
Founder’s Club Membership Card
•
Early Release of Monthly magazine to your email
•
Private Facebook Group for Lifetime Members only
•
IWMA Nation Decal for Car
•
Racing Girls Rock bracelet
•
IWMA Nation T-Shirt
•
15% off IWMA Merchandise and Events
•
Early registration to events & early release of merchandise
•
One hour of marketing partner acquisition coaching
•
One hour of social media coaching
•
Access to all past issues of magazine
•
Introduction to a SendOutCards account for thank you and follow up to marketing partners, crew, family/friends

WEBSITE OFFERING TO DRIVERS!

If you have wanted a website that you could share to potential sponsors and fans, where you could post photos, race
updates, and sell merchandise, we have a great offer for you!
Receive your own website page on IWMAnation.com, that you can control yourself for a great price!
One-time set up fee is only $49.95 and a yearly rate of only $239.
Easy to use, change, and maintain! Members receive discount as stated above.
4

Barrel Roll Doesn’t Stop
Amanda Morton

Amanda Morton was only 9 years old when she started racing
back in 1999. Her best friends were racing and she wanted to give it a
shot. Racing found a way into her heart and she has never looked back.
She races go karts in the senior champ division and also has
a clone and flathead.
Her favorite memory is going to Batesville, Mississippi and
finishing 2nd in the Nationals.
She races at Little Eldora, Solts, Stateline, Martinsville, Baer
Field, and Cridersville.
Her best finish was in 2006 when she won the Open Track
Championship. She won by three points, and a couple of the men were
upset they were beat by a 16-year-old girl!
Her dad helps support her racing, and he and her husband of
7 years help with her car. She runs #99, and she chose that number
because it was the year she started racing.
Amanda is friends with all the other women that race against
her. Her favorite part of being a race car driver is EVERYTHING! “I
love the adrenaline and the speed and being with my family.” she said.
“Being a successful race car driver is racing others how you would
want to be raced. Good sportsmanship is very important.” She wants
to continue to grow in her racing abilities and she tries her hardest at
each and every race.
One of her most memorable moments was when she was 13
years old. She did a barrel roll three times down the backstretch at
Cridersville Speedway and had to be hauled off by the rescue squad.
On race day she wears a racing t-shirt and she used to wear
her lucky socks until her mom washed the “luck” out of them.
Amanda is the mother to a 5-year-old daughter, loves spending time with her family and enjoys taking photos as a hobby. As a little
girl she played with cars and dolls. Her favorite TV show is NCIS, and
her favorite holiday is Christmas.
Something most people don’t know about her is that when she
was 18 she ran the Batesville, Mississippi Nationals and finished 2nd,
racing guys her dad’s age!
Amanda graduated from high school in 2009, and went to
school for Health Information Technology. She currently works at Honda Transmission Manufacturing in Russells Point, Ohio and plans to
retire from there.
Amanda met John Force when she was 16. “It was the best!
He got mad at me for trying to quickly grab the car that I was getting
him to autograph. He said hold up missy you can have it in a minute.”
When she was 16, she raised over $700 for St. Jude’s Hospital, and delivered the money herself. The money was raised from other
racers, and when she delivered it she got a tour of the hospital. “It was
the best feeling ever!” she shared.
To follow Amanda, go to her Facebook page: Amanda Burris
Morton or the Burris/Morton Race team.
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“Better late than never!” says Stephenye Boyat
Stephenye Boyat of Michigan met her boyfriend Trevor and
got active in drag racing...better late than never she said!
He had a 1986 Monte Carlo that needed some work done on
it and one day she just said “what’s it gonna take to rebuild it?”
In the fall of 2015, they started with a game plan to rebuild
the engine and work through the winter and spring to get the car ready.
They finally headed to the nearest track in the summer of 2016 and
she was hooked just as much, if not more, than Trevor.
Over the course of the next
couple of years, she was his pit crew,
and number one fan, learning as
much as she could every step of the
way.
In the spring of 2017, she
approached Trevor about racing herself. “We talked about it, and he offered me to drive his car to see if I really wanted it before we went out and
looked and bought something. Well,
that day changed it all! I wanted my
own! I wasn’t sure of what I wanted
but my only requirement was I wanted
something from 1983 since it was the
year I was born. As luck would have
it, a few miles from our house, an older guy was selling his 1983 Chevy S10 complete, and to top it off it’s
purple!!! We took it for a test drive and it was perfect. It was mild but
a good start for me and required very little work, so we could take it to
the track next time we went. That day, I officially became a racer!!” she
shared with me.
Her most memorable moment was one of her first races when
she went more rounds than the guys. “They say I have an advantage
because I just get in my car and go and not pay attention to everything
going on around me.” she said.
Trevor was definately her inspiration to start racing. He made
it possible for her to get out there and enjoy the sport, not only as a
racer but as a fan as well. Trevor is the lead mechanic, but Stephenye
is right beside him working on the vehicles. “We are a team” she said.
“If I’m going to race I need to know all about it.”
They finance the race team as most people do...with regular
jobs. She primarily races at Northern Michigan Dragway in Kalea, MI
but has also gone to Ubly Dragway in Ubly to race.
She told us about her most memorable moment: “The first
year I raced, 2017, I think I went 6 rounds and they raced 10 rounds
that time for that class. Not the best but for my first year, it wasn’t bad.
Since then, we have done so many upgrades and with being sick, I
haven’t been able to get the seat time needed to be consistent again.”
Her 1983 Chevy S10 has a Chevy 360 small block engine.
Right now, it’s a grape colored purple and Trevor has nicknamed it
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Barney. At Northern Michigan Dragway she runs in the Pro Trophy
class, which is primarily for modified street vehicles.
There are other women who race at the track. Stephenye
knows who they are but isn’t really close with any of them. However
they all try to stay in touch on Facebook, as well as all the racers from
the track.
If she could ever drive a pace car it would be at the Daytona
500! “I would love to be at the greatest American race.” she said.

Stephenye’s goal is to race whenever she can! “I do it for the
fun and I think as long as it stays enjoyable, the passion and the drive
to do it stays, I’ll continue racing. It’s not something I do for the money
or even any recognition, but because I love it! I want to try different
tracks and meet new people along the way, and experience as much
as I can. There are upgrades I want to do as I get more experienced,
mostly to increase horsepower, torque and speed, but that all comes
with more time and money.”
Her favorite part of being a race car driver is the “rush” even
if it is only short lived. “I love that feeling of being in my truck in the
staging lanes waiting--- the burnout, the staging at the tree, and when
that green light comes on, you just floor it and go! And I can’t forget
the people I have met over the years and the people I will continue to
meet. I feel fortunate to have 2 families, there’s of course the family
we have and then there’s the racing family, the ones that enjoy it just
as much as you do.”
Being a successful race car driver means having fun!!! “When
it becomes more like a job, then I think it is over. I do it because I love
the sport and any time I get out there and race is successful to me! We
also say when you can drive your vehicle back on the trailer and didn’t
break, it’s always a good night.”
Her truck is #S989; S for Stephenye and her home area code
is 989. On race day she always wears her racing tank top and capri
yoga pants under her fire suit. “Not a big fan of walking around all day
sweating with my suit on like the guys do! “

She told us about her favorite place to race and why:
“A friend of ours knows a guy that rents the track for a day
and invites others to come for what’s called the Hollenbeck Memorial.
It’s a day to just race; like a test n tune almost. But it’s all heads up
racing, the chance to see who is faster and just have fun. You can race
as many times or as little as you want and there is no pressure. A day
of remembrance and time spent with others who love to race too.”
We asked her how she would like to make an impact on racing:
“The impact I want to have in the motorsports industry is opening a
dragway here in my hometown called The 989 Dragway. Trevor and I
have this passion for giving back to our community and to share with
others what we love to do. We have tried a few times with different
properties, and haven’t been successful mostly because no one wants
the noise. That’s the legacy I want to have and as long as I have the
drive and passion, it’s a dream I won’t give up on!”
Stephenye handles being a woman in a man’s sport very well.
“I stick up for myself when needed, but I’m not out there to prove to
anyone that women can race too. But I am also working on my own
vehicle and not just standing around having someone else do it for me.
I have learned throughout the years on what needs to be done, and I
believe starting out the way I have has helped. I’m out there to race no
matter what, and I have respect for anyone that does. And as long as
we treat others with a sense of decency, I don’t think it matters if you
are a man or a woman.”
Her advice for someone who is thinking about getting into
racing is to go for it! “Keep an open mind and learn as much as you
can. Don’t let anyone ever tell you that you can’t do something whether
it be in racing or any aspect of life. If you love it and put your mind to

has been with Trevor MacNeill.
“I have always loved racing in one aspect or another, mostly
watching/going to NASCAR events when I was younger. Actually, being
involved in racing is all so very new, but the love of speed has always
been there.”
“Someone once said to me that everything happens for a
reason, which it does and now I find myself saying it a lot too. Not
everything is always peachy keen in life, but there’s a reason why. You
just gotta go with it and hope for the best. When working on our racing

vehicles and not being able to quite figure out what the issue is, I seem
to say “think back to basics”, because more than likely we are overthinking something and it’s the simplest thing we are overlooking.”
As a little girl she played with both dolls and cars. She had
Matchbox cars that she would race like a circle track or on the plastic
track she had. But she also had her Barbies and dolls that she played
with.
Her favorite food is Spaghetti. It was her favorite as a kid too
and now whenever she has it, it brings back the memories of sitting
around the table with her family.
Her favorite sport is NASCAR, but she doesn’t watch it as
much as she used to. “I try to catch clips of drag racing on Facebook
and Instagram. Racing ourselves has gotten in the way of a lot on
weekends but still will take the chance to sit and watch when I can. And
since I don’t follow it like I used to, many of the drivers I remember are
sadly no longer racing so I just sit and enjoy the sounds of it.”
Her favorite zoo animal is the elephant. “I follow a Facebook
page from a preserve in Africa that rescues elephants and has updates
it, anything is possible. You don’t know until you try! Look at what the on the ones they have saved too. There’s something about how mawomen in the motorsports industry have accomplished over the years, jestic they are that makes them so amazing, especially the calves and
really impressive.”
how they just love to play.”
Stephenye graduated high school in 2001, went to her local
Her favorite color is purple, which is perfect since her truck
community college and graduated with an Associate’s Degree in Busi- was already a shade of it when she bought it. She is going to paint it
ness Management and Accounting. After that she got married, had 2 Plum Crazy Purple in the near future!!!
kids (Darren, 11 and Adelle, 9), got divorced and for the past 5 years,
7

Stephenye Boyat Continued from page 7
Although she has only raced at 2 tracks, Northern Michigan
Dragway is where she enjoys racing, not only for the track but also for
the atmosphere it provides. “Everyone there is very friendly and it has
a hometown feel even if you aren’t from around there. And there, they
don’t care that I’m a woman that races. There, it’s about the racers,
not your sex. My goal, bucket list if you will, is to drag race at every
track in Michigan. I see events on Facebook in surrounding states that
I would also like to one day participate in. I’m always up for meeting
new people and enjoying being around others that love the sport as
much as I do.”
Stephenye’s favorite holiday is 4th of July. “I know it sounds
odd but I love summer, and it’s racing season, so put the 2 together
and it’s perfect.”
Something most people don’t know about her is that In 2018,
she was diagnosed with stage 2 ovarian cancer and spent most of
2019 doing chemotherapy treatments, which meant she also had to
put the 2019 season on hold for racing. “On the not so good days,
I would think about being back at the track and in my truck and the
excitement I would feel at doing what I love. There were days, I would
sit in my truck and start it up and just love to listen to the engine; so
much so I started calling it my therapy. Racing has been a huge part
of my recovery and my drive. I try to work at resting and relaxing to get
my strength back up so I can race again.”
Stephenye works in the engine billing department at the CF6
Shop for Kalitta Maintenance in Oscoda, Michigan. Her boss is actually
Connie Kalitta, coincidence, right?! “My co-workers think it’s really
cool that I race, and always ask how the weekend went even if I didn’t
get a chance to race. Racing is part of Kalitta as a whole and we take
pride in anyone who shares in that. Her long term career goal is to
learn as much as she can because she loves where she works. “I don’t
plan on going to a different company, but I am always eager to learn
more about the “big picture” no matter what or where you go in life is
important.”
When she is not racing, she always has some projects to work
on. “I’m always finding stuff to do to stay busy. I love the feeling of
a sense of accomplishment of what I did. And since we can’t race
year-round here at home, in the winter we frequently get out and go
snowmobiling.”
Something she has learned later in life that she wishes shehad known earlier is not to sweat the small stuff! “There are so many
things in life that are out of our control. Life would have been so much
smoother to have learned that early on!”
What about a double-header weekend? “Personally, I love it!
I have admiration for the drivers that do the double duty weekend and
the passion they have not just for one specific part of motorsports racing but branching out and being great and focused in two. Like maybe
the Indy 500/ Coca-Cola 600 weekend. I enjoyed watching and thinking
how awesome it was to watch. I think that now the motorsports industry has been streamlined and controlled so much, they are trying to
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make each other like carbon copies of one another, that it takes away
some of the uniqueness and personalization like in the past. It used to
be what you could build made you stand out from others.”
If she could be on a reality show it would be Gas Monkey.
“The knowledge of everyone on that show, plus all the people you
would meet and the connections formed would be awesome.”
Her favorite super hero would be Wonder Woman. Who
wouldn’t love to be dressed in knee high boots, short shorts, a cape
with weapons!!!
Who would you like to invite to have dinner with? “Shirley
Muldowney. I feel that there are so many women in history that have
credit paid to them for what they did for rights for women, but she
opened so many doors for women in the motorsports industry. And to
be able to sit down and talk with her, I think would be very humbling and
an experience to never forget.”
We asked her if she could spend the day with someone, dead
or alive, who would it be and why? “As real as it is, my boss, former
drag racer and hell of a business man Connie Kalitta. The plethora of
knowledge, wisdom and the stories he could tell would be so worth the
day and it still wouldn’t be enough time to learn all that can be.”
Her favorite all time driver is Tony Stewart. When she first
got started watching NASCAR, she decided to pick a rookie. She didn’t
really know much about the drivers, but he drove the Home Depot car
and she loved the color of it. She laughingly said “I know..typical woman picking on what it looked like.”
You can follow Stephenye on Facebook as Stephenye Boyat
or they also have a 989 Dragway Facebook page to stay connected to
others as well.

IWMA is Proud to Partner With

OFFICIAL CLASSIFIEDS OF THE
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Little Ms. Motorsports Courtney Wolf
In her own words...

My name is Courtney Wolf. I am 12 years old and in 7th grade
at Bermudian Springs Middle School and I am the 2019 Little Ms. Motorsports.
I live in East Berlin, PA, right in the middle of the Sprint Car
Capital of the World, or as many people refer to it as “PA Posse Land”
I have been going to races my whole life. I got more involved in 2016
when my Dad, who also used to race started helping his friend, Cody
Fletcher on his #66a 358 Sprint car. That’s when I started going to
the race tracks every week to be with the team. I had little jobs with the
team such as helping load tires, scrape mud, getting the line up for the
team, or to help with anything else where help was need.
In 2017, my mom had told me about a pageant called Jr Miss
Racing Xtravaganza, which represents a Dirt Track show that is held
every January/February in York, Pennsylvania, and asked if I’d be interested in running for the title. Alls I really had to do was go to victory
lane at the end of the night with the race winners when I was at the
track. That sounded like fun and well since I’m always at the track, I
figured “why not”, so I competed for the title in 2018 and I won! I was
now even more excited to get the racing season started to represent
my new title, wear a sash and crown to the track and meet so many
race fans. What I didn’t know was how much my life was about to
change from this experience. My Parents started a facebook page for
me that now has 2600 followers.
During the 2018 race season, I got out along pit road and
socialized with the teams, meeting the drivers, owners and their families. I decided that since so many people don’t get to know the drivers
like we see them in the pits, I would start something called my “Behind
the Helmet” interview. Each week I would pick random drivers to ask
questions, but not racing questions. I wanted the fans to get to know
them more than just seeing a car on the track, more of a personal level
of who they are. This turned out to be a very big hit with my facebook
followers. Being able to attend some really big races such as World of
Outlaws and USAC, I was able to interview a lot of people such as most
of our local dirt track stars, to Kasey Kahne, Tony Stewart, Rico Abreu,
Kyle Larson and Christopher Bell to name just a few. During the 2018
racing season, I attended 135 victory lanes at 11 tracks in 3 states.
The highlight of my year was receiving an invitation to represent my
title at World Finals in Charlotte.
I was very sad to see the 2018 racing season come to an end
but wanted to stay involved in the racing community somehow. My Dad
and I had talked for several years about me racing myself so during
the off season, we purchased a quarter midget and I was set to race,
but then I also had something else that I wanted to try, and that was
for the prestigious title of Little Ms. Motorsports, which means I would
represent the largest indoor car show on the East Coast, the Area Auto
Racing Magazine, and the Sammons Family. My Dad and I agreed that
if I won the pageant, we would race when we could around my appearances.
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USAC races, PA Speedweek, Nascar Gander Mountain Truck Series race
at Pocono Raceway, Tuscarora 50, National Open and World Finals in
Charlotte. I have visited 19 tracks in 5 States.
Even though my schedule was busy with my appearances as
Little Ms. Motorsports, I was still able to attend USAC training, obtain
my USAC license and race 11 times in 2019. I’m happy to say that I
won 4 features out of those 11 races at 3 different tracks: Baps Outback Track, Hagerstown and also Little Linda’s Speedway. I couldn’t
have done it without my sponsors: Macri Concrete, 34 Motorsports,
Fletcher Farms, Rodrocks Landscaping, Rocco’s Ice Cream, The Color
Wheel, Skip & Penny’s Country Catering, and Wolf’s Lawn Care Service.
In January 2019, I competed for the title and again, I won.
Knowing I would get to do the things I loved all over again, my Mom
and I got working on my appearance calendar. I had set a goal for
myself to attend 200 victory lanes. I wanted to do something different
this year with my title, as I had become great friends with so many
drivers, the teams and families. I really wanted to make a difference.
My mom reached out to the York County Racing Club, an organization
that helps Drivers in need when they are injured during an on track
accident with their “Injured Driver Relief Fund” We arranged for me
to do a helmet collection at each race they were represented at. Over
the course of the year with many race fans contributions, I was able
to raise $4400.00 for their fund. This made me happy knowing that
if unfortunately a Driver was injured and unable to work due to an on
track accident, that I was able to help put money into the fund which
they would receive, to help pay bills, buy groceries or whatever they
needed the money for.
So far in 2019, I have met my goal and have been to 202
victory lanes which some of those came during World of Outlaw and

Even though my reign is almost over as Little Ms Motorsports 2019,
I’m looking forward to getting behind the wheel of my #10 quarter
midget in 2020, but somehow I’d still like to stay involved at the local
dirt tracks as well.
I can’t thank everyone for all their support over the last 2
years for making this possible for me! Everyone knows who they are,
so thank you!
You can follow along on my journey, or check out my “behind
the helmet” interviews on my facebook page at “Courtney Wolf-2019
Little Ms. Motorsports”, or my Instagram page at littlemissmotorsports2019”
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Women’s Motorsport Development Program
Founded by Rachelle Stirling
Rachelle Stirling was a massive V8 Supercars (now Supercars) fan for nearly 15 years before she realized she could take her own road
registered car to the track and compete herself. Rachelle grew up in an all-girl family in Sydney Australia and to this day she has no idea where
her passion for motorsport stems from. From her mid-20s, you would find Rachelle glued to the TV watching V8 Supercars on race weekends.
With no one in her family or in her circle of friends at the time interested in motorsports, she wasn’t aware the world of grassroots motorsports
even existed. This changed in 2013 when Rachelle stumbled across a Confederation of Australian Motorsport (CAMS) stand, which is the Australian version of the Automobile Competition Committee for the United States (ACCUS), at a V8 Supercars event and the wonderful world of
grassroots motorsport was opened up to her. Shortly after that Rachelle took her road registered Subaru Liberty to Sydney Motorsport Park for
a come and try day and she was instantly hooked.

for women they needed a progressive program that covered all aspects of grassroots motorsport and to help build confidence.
The Women’s Motorsport Development Program is a 10 part series, run annually over four months, which takes participants through all aspects
of grassroots motorsport. At the end of the Program participants comfortably enter competitive motorsport events such as Supersprint, Motorkhana, Hillclimb and Regularity events with confidence, knowledge and event readiness. The Program takes a holistic approach by covering
all aspects of grassroots motorsport including officiating, rules and regulations, basic car maintenance, knowledge and experience with apexes,
how to deal with oversteer and understeer, braking markers, race-lines, apparel and car setup including tyres and brakes. The Program is open
to women aged 14 years and over and is entering its fourth year with over 50 women expressing an interest in completing the Program in 2020.
Over the last few years Rachelle has realized that an important factor for increasing female participation in motorsport is creating the community
to go along with it. Being the creatures that we are, women like to be part of something and unfortunately with female participation numbers
so low, clubs aren’t able to organically create a community for like-minded women to meet like-minded women. This is another reason why the
Women’s Motorsport Development Program has been so successful is because it organically creates a community for women who are starting
on their motorsport journey and it’s also another reason why Rachelle has started Race Chix Motorsport.
Rachelle believes that increasing female participation in motorsport is good for business and the motorsport industry in general as it is a gender
neutral sport. “50% of the population is women and by encouraging female participation we’re growing competitor numbers, which then on-flows
to more competitors purchasing tyres, brakes, race suits, helmets, parts etc. Encouraging more females to participate whether it is as a driver,
official, volunteer, administrator, mechanic, engineer or team manager is important for the growth of the sport as motorsport requires many
sets of skills and men and women have different skill sets. Motorsport also has great role models for young women in club, state, national and
international levels of motorsport.” she said.
Rachelle wears many motorsport hats and loves
all the differentaspects she’s involved in and is looking
forward to a bigger and better 2020.
Ladies start your engines!
Social media
https://www.facebook.com/racechix/
https://www.instagram.com/race_chix/
https://www.facebook.com/womensmotorsport/
https://www.instagram.com/womens_motorsport/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/rachelle-stirling-93538691/

Fast forward a few years and Rachelle is a member of three motorsport car clubs; NSW Road Racing Club, Australian Racing Drivers Club (ARDC)
and Impreza WRX Club; she competes in her own truck dedicated ‘hers not his’ Subaru WRX named ‘Giggles’; she created the Women’s Motorsport Development Program, which is the only Program of its kind in Australia; she has been on the Women of Australian Motorsport committee;
is on the Board of ARDC that powers Sydney Motorsport Park - Sydney’s only permanent race track; and is on the Board of Karting NSW, which is
the official governing body for karting in New South Wales. Rachelle has also just launched Race Chix Motorsport which is a networking community
for women, and supporters of women, involved in all genres of motorsport in Australia – a place where race chix can meet fellow race chix. She
believes whether it’s karts or cars, bikes or boats - we’re all Race Chix!
Rachelle created the Women’s Motorsport Development Program after actively trying to get more females involved in competing in grassroots
motorsport. After a couple of years she realized a different approach needed to be taken as they weren’t succeeding in increasing their female
member numbers. With female participation in Australian motorsport at only 11% of total competitors (back then it was at 7%), motorsport can
be an intimidating sport for women to get into if you don’t have anyone in your circle already involved. There is a lot to learn and there is more
involved than just showing up to the track and driving around as fast as you possibly can. In 2015 Rachelle coupled her professional skills with
her passion for motorsport, drew on her own personal experience on getting into competitive motorsport and created the Women’s Motorsport
Development Program with the assistance of NSW Road Racing Club. She realized that to successfully remove the intimidation out of the sport
12
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Ashton Whitener is Comfortable in the Winners Circle

Fifteen year-old Ashton Whitener from Monticello, GA got into racing when her dad built a go-kart track at their house. They played
around on that track for a while, and that is how she got interested in racing. During that time her dad was doing work in one of the garages
at Atlanta Motor Speedway, when Ken Ragan stopped to talk with him. Ken invited Ashton out for a test drive, and the next week they bought a
bandelero and trailer and started racing.
Her most memorable moment was when she won a Thursday Thunder race at Atlanta Motor Speedway. Her marketing partners are
Wallace Electric Co., Atlanta Electrical Distributors, Mayer Electric, and Atlanta Pine Straw. She has won races at Crisp Motorsports Park in Cordele
and at Atlanta Motor Speedway. She has also raced at Charlotte Motor Speedway. She races her Legend car in the Young Lion Division, for drivers
aged 12-15. She chose #21 because no one else had that number.
One of her most memorable moments was when she was in 4th place near the end of the race and the top two cars were involved in a
wreck. One of the cars clipped her as she was passing underneath. It hit her front right tire and it was barely hanging on. She continued to go
so she could cross the finish line and ended up getting second.
There are a few other girls who race, and she is friends with a couple of them. Her goal for her racing career is to win a National Championship. Her favorite part of racing is the adreline rush. Being a successful race car driver means a lot to Ashton. “It is very hard to get a win
when you are competing against boys who don’t like getting beat by a girl.” she said.
Ashton is in the 10th grade, and her only hobby is racing. She likes to vacation in the mountains, but doesn’t care for the sand on
beaches. The best advice she ever got was to never give up when you are in 2nd. Her favorite Bible verse is 2 Timothy 4:7 As a little girl she
played with dolls. Her favorite holiday is Christmas. She attends Jasper County High School, and her goal is to work hard and be successful with
welding and racing. Her classmates think her racing is cool, but they don’t understand how hard it really is. Her long term goal is to be involved
with racing, or welding. When she is not racing she likes to travel or hang out with friends. Her favorite driver is Martin Truex, Jr.
You can follow Ashton on Social Media at: Facebook-ashtonwhitener		
Instagram-ashtonwhitener21
Twitter-ashtonwhitener
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R a n

I rode to AZ with my friend
Stacey who lives in Phoenix 6
months out of the year and 6 in
MI. Our friend Laura joined us
as well.

Kalamazoo’s
Carson Hocevar
was in Phoenix
to race one of
Jordan Anderson’s trucks. It
ws so good to
get to watch a
favorite driver
race on Friday
night!

Monica Palumbo

I met Monica briefly in FL at the
Daytona 500 in February. I had
her on my podcast (check out
Racing Girls Rock Podcast).
And now we are friends. Another example of meeting the
very BEST people at the track!
She is an amazing woman and Grandsons Easton and Jaxon got
to high five all the drivers after
announcer!
the introductions! Pretty fun day!
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Racing Has Created a Unique Bond with Sydney McKee
and Her Father
Sydney McKee is from Providence, RI
and has been involved in racing since
she was 16 years old. Here are her
answers to our questions about her
career.
How did you get started racing?
My father, Bruce McKee, first introduced me to racing when I accompanied him
to the Porsche Sport Driving School. I was
too young to participate as a driver, but I was
able to ride with the instructors on track. My
first time on a racetrack was in the right seat
with Hurley Haywood in a new GT3. I immediately fell in love with the rush of being on
track and the community surrounding the
sport. I autocrossed for a bit after getting my
street license and built a Spec Miata between
my junior and senior years of high school in
order to start racing.
What is your most memorable moment in your racing career?
My IMSA debut alongside my father and my friend/ mentor/ coach Robby Foley is my most memorable moment in my racing career. It was my
first time being a driver in the professional paddock and the energy
was infectious. I had only been racing for about two years before then,
and it was humbling to see how far I had progressed during that time
and how far I still have to go.
How do you finance your racing? Do you have marketing
partners? In high school, I cleaned houses and office buildings to
make money to race my Spec Miata. I am fortunate enough that my
father helps me support my racing, especially when we race together.
Capstone Development Partners was our corporate sponsor for the
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IMSA race at Daytona this year, and we are currently in the process of
finding sponsors for the 2020 season.
Who inspired you to start racing? My father was the person who
initially sparked my love for racing. To this day, we love racing together
and creating our unique bond. Robby Foley has been a mentor and
friend to me for many years and he has always pushed me to keep
fighting to continue forward in my racing.
Who helps you with your car? I have been fortunate to work with
many incredible race teams including Racing Analytics (Spec Miata),
BGB Motorsports (GT4), and Turner Motorsport (GS BMW).
What is your best finish and when? My best solo finish was 2nd
place at VIR with Trophy East in June 2018. I finished third in the overall
weekend points even though I only ran two out of the three races.
Where do you race? I typically race at tracks across the east coast.
I’ve been able to race at Barber, Road Atlanta, Sebring, Daytona, Road America, VIR, and Monticello.
I have also driven Sonoma and Atlanta Motorsports
Park.
What kind of racecar do you have? I built a
spec miata in 2016, but I sold her in order to get
funds for other races.
What class do you run in? I initially raced a
Spec Miata with NASA and then moved into a GT4
Clubsport within the Trophy East series. This year
(2019) I raced in the GS class at Daytona in the
Michelin Piolet Challenge.
Do you have any kind of racing story about
a win or a wreck that would be interesting
to others? My first wreck was during a race at

Sebring. Simply put I made a mistake, dropped a wheel, and ended up
in the inside wall. I didn’t let go of the wheel and the impact of the front
wheel with the wall broke my left wrist. I went to an orthopedist who told
me it is a very difficult bone to heal and my wrist should be immobilized
for at least three months. I looked at him and said that’s not going to
happen, I have a test weekend in three weeks and I’m not canceling
it. He tried everything to convince me out of it and even considered
surgery, but eventually I had him make me a custom cast that held my
wrist in the position of the steering wheel. Three weeks later I was back
in the car, strapped in with a broken wrist and a funky looking cast.
Are there other women who race at your track? Are you
friends with them? Typically, there are very
few women racing in the same series as me.
When I ran Trophy East, I was the only female
in the series of about 30 drivers. Sometimes
at bigger events there are some other female
drivers and I always try to find the time to introduce myself and get to know them. It is nice to
feel like there is a community of female drivers
because we are all in this together.
What other types of racing have you
done? I have competed in autocross and
road racing. I also take part in the Formula
SAE competition at Michigan. Formula SAE is
a collegiate competition where college groups
design, build, and compete a small formula car.
If you could drive the pace car, where
would it be? I would love to drive the pace
car at Formula 1 races. It would be incredible
to just be on track with some of the most legendary drivers of our time
at incredible tracks all over the world.
What is your goal for your racing career? My goal is to secure
enough sponsorship to continue racing in the professional paddock
long term.
What is your favorite part of being a race car driver? I love the
feeling of being in control of something that feels almost impossible.
You are balancing a car on the limits of physical capability and pushing
it to the absolute extreme. There is something about being strapped
into a race car that makes all my other worries and thoughts melt away.
I also love the community of people who share the special bond of
being addicted to this crazy yet spectacular sport.
What does it mean to be a successful race car driver? To
me, being a successful race car driver is about earning respect in the
professional paddock. It isn’t only about wins and stats in the history
books; it is also about being respected by your competitors and the
community as a whole.
What is your car number and how did you choose it? My car
number on my Miata was 28 because my cousin was killed in action
on the 28th of September when he was 28 years old. It’s a small way
that I can carry him with me throughout my races. When I race with my
father, our number is typically 87 because it is the year that my parents
met and got married.

Do you have any race day things you always do or wear?
I am very ritualistic when it comes to race day. I have a playlist to calm
the nerves and get me amped up. There are typically one or two songs
that I listen to right before I get in the car. I also have four words that
I repeat to myself while I get in the car and sit on grid in order to
prepare myself for going out on track and getting into a focused and
competitive mindset.
What is your favorite racing event to go to and why do you
keep going back? The Daytona 24 is my favorite racing event. There
is a ton of history at the track and attached to that specific race. I love
how it is the beginning of the racing season and you can just feel in

the paddock how everyone is antsy and ready for the start of the next
season where anything is possible.
How have you (or will you) make an impact on the motorsports industry? I hope to make an impact on the motorsports
industry by helping prove that females are just as capable, and in some
cases more capable, than males in the racing paddock. I don’t want to
be a token female in the paddock who is there for diversity numbers;
I want to be thought of as another competitor who is there to prove
myself as a successful driver just like everyone else.
How do you handle being a female in a male dominated
sport? I have received mixed reactions as a female in the paddock.
Some people are extremely encouraging and helpful, and some people
are… not. I think the most important thing to remember is that when
you are on track none of that matters; the car doesn’t know what your
gender is and it doesn’t care. Results speak for themselves and if you
can go out there and beat the naysayers then what does it matter what
they say?
If you have any advice for a girl that wants to be like you,
or get involved in racing, what would it be? My advice is to
surround yourself with the people who are going to pick you up when
you get knocked down and never take no for an answer. If you want
something, fight with all your heart and anything is possible.
Continued to Page 18
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Sydney McKee

Continued from Page 17

Tell me a little something about yourself:
Did you play with dolls or cars as a kid? When I was a kid, my
family lived in Vermont. I didn’t play with many toys, but I loved being
outdoors and explore nature. I loved going out into the forest behind
our house and pretending that I was living out there all by myself, trying
to survive in the wild.
What is your favorite food/restaurant? I love pretty much all
food. Gracies is my favorite restaurant in Providence.
What is your favorite sport/team/player? Racing is my favorite
sport, but I also love watching baseball and going to games. I fell in
love with the San Francisco Giants when I was young, and they’ve been
my team ever since.
What is your favorite zoo animal? I love big cats like tigers and
lions. They are so graceful and powerful at the same time.
What is your favorite color? My favorite color is orange.
What is your favorite racetrack? Do you have a track you

would LIKE to race at? My favorite racetrack is VIR. I first drove VIR
the summer of 2018, and I fell in love with the variation of elements
along with the thrilling elevation changes. There are many tracks that
are on my ‘wish list’ but I especially want to race Watkins Glen. I’ve run
it a bit on iRacing and it feels like it would have an amazing rhythm with
the high-speed turns.
What is your favorite holiday? Christmas is my favorite holiday. It
reminds me a lot of my childhood and snowy days sitting around the
fire drinking hot chocolate.
What is something most people don’t know about you? I have
three tattoos, each of which has their own significance to my racing ca18

reer. My first tattoo is a dedication to the Spec Miata I built and named
Penny. The other two are special as well.
If you go to school, where, what grade, what are your goals
after school? What do you classmates think about you racing? I am currently in the middle of my third year at Brown University,
studying engineering and economics. Most of my peers and friends at
school know nothing about racing so they think it is fascinating and ask
lots of questions!
What is your long term career plan? After Brown, I am hoping
to go into finance for a couple years to learn about our world and
economy from a hands-on point of view. Long term, I want to make a
career in racing. I am particularly interested in race strategy and team
management.
What do you do for fun when you are not racing? I love going
to the gym. My day isn’t complete without getting to the gym or doing
some yoga.
What have you learned later in life that you wish you had
known earlier? Something I wish I would’ve learned earlier is that
stressing out about things
does not help anything.
Stress only distracts from the
goal or task at hand and prevents you from pouring all of
your focus into whatever you
are trying to do.
Would you ever want to
run the Indy 500? I would
love to run the Indy 500. It is
an incredible event with tons
of history.
How do you feel about
an Indycar/NASCAR double header weekend?
Where should it be held
and why? An Indycar/ NASCAR double header would be
an interesting and dynamic
event. I think it would be fascinating to see it at an oval
so you can have a direct comparison for the different types of racing.
What reality tv/game show would you like to be on? I think my
family would be hilarious on Family Feud.
Who is your favorite super hero and why? I used to watch the
old Batman movies when I was a kid so I’ve always loved Batman.
If you could spend the day with someone, dead or alive, who
would it be and why? I would spend the day with Einstein. His theory of relativity is what made me fall in love with physics, and it would be
mind blowing to have a conversation with him about it.
Who is your favorite race car driver? Scott Dixon, Robby Foley
How can people follow you on social media?
Facebook: FaDa Racing, Instagram: samckee28

Best. Day. Ever.
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Photos from PRI 2019
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Mariah Romig Finishes 2019 with 2 Track Championships

Mariah Romig of McAlisterville, PA grew up at the racetrack
and when she was seven, her dad took her to a little track near her
house to watch the races. The following week they had a go-kart and
were off to the races themselves! Now eleven years later she is still
racing.
The most memorable moment in her racing career was this
year. She was able to clench two track championships in the same
season with 23 wins. Pretty impressive!
Racing would definitely not be possible without her amazing
sponsors, and she is so grateful for all the support that they have provided for both her and her team over the past
eleven years!
-Mull’s Auto Sales
-Sunbury Motors Kia
-Lindsay Stahl ~ State Farm Insurance
-Kramers Sporting Goods
-Brown Automotive
-Mifflintown Equipment Rental
Mariah’s dad is a big inspiration to
her. He has been involved in racing his whole
life, from racing go-karts to now being a push
truck driver. He has always supported her in
everything that she does, and is always reassuring her (even on a bad night) that he is
proud of her. “My dad is something else, but I
definitely would not be where I am today without him.” she said.
Mariah and her dad do most of the
work on the karts. “We also have some close
friends that have been a major help too such as Shawn & Kyler Stahl,
Nathan Danner, and Shawn Stidfole. Also Pop Swartz with Fastenal.
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This is only a fraction of the people that help us out time and time
again!”
One of her best finishes would have to be overall her performance in 2019. “I stayed focused and got two track championships
and finished the season with 23 wins.”
Mariah’s home track is Selinsgrove Speedway, and she also
runs the Burris Money Series. She races Go-Karts, and hopefully one
day soon a sprint car. She runs Sr. Champ Animal, Sr. Champ Flathead
and occasionally Sr. Champ Clone, and Predator Champ.
One of her more interesting stories from her racing career is:
“A few years ago I was involved in an accident Fourth of July weekend.
I had a pretty severe concussion that has affected me in many ways,
(one being suffering from some major migraines). It showed me that in
an instant something like this can make you second guess if you really
love what you are doing in your life. After sitting on the side lines for
a few weeks I came back unsure if I wanted to continue racing. That
night I tagged the rear which was 13th and came up through to end
up winning that first night back. After that night I have never once
second guessed what I do. It taught me how important it is to enjoy the
moment you are in, because in an instant it can be taken away from
you.”
Mariah’s racing goal is to eventually make it to race 410 Sprint
Cars one day.
Her favorite part of being a race car driver is having little fans.
“So many kids watch you and for me being a girl they cannot believe
that I am kicking butt. I love when they ask me for pictures in victory
lane!”
Mariah said to be a successful race
car driver means that you put everything
that you have into trying to succeed. It
also means you are enjoying life, having
fun and making memories. Being a successful race car driver means that you
understand that you will not win every
race and that’s okay.”
Her car number is 9. It was her
dad’s number when he raced and he
passed it onto her.
Mariah has a lucky pair of pants
that she always wears when she races.
“This is sort of embarrassing and gross
but I have a “lucky pair of pants” that
I usually wear, basically they are never
really washed because we don’t want to
wash away the luck I suppose.”
One of her favorite races to go to
is The Brandon Denochick Race. “This race is ran so smoothly and all
the proceeds go to the Make-A-Wish foundation, which is really awesome!”

Young racers can make an impact on our sport, and Mariah
is no exception. “This year I was named Miss Port Royal Speedway
2020! My heart is in this sport and I am so excited that I am able to
spend more time meeting people and listening to all the crazy stories
they have to tell me. My goal is to share to others that no matter your
circumstances you CAN overcome anything and achieve anything that
you put your mind to.”
Being a female in a male dominated sport is not an easy thing.
Mariah’s best advice is to always remember that there is going to be
races you don’t do your best and races that you just want to be done.
“THEN there are races that I can look back on and think, “wow all the
hard times lead me to this” --a good night and a moment I never want
to end. So I am always trying to look ahead at the positives.”
Mariah’s advice to young racers is to just follow your dreams,
do what makes you happy and simply never give up! “Everything is
temporary so just be thankful for all the good things that God has
blessed you with.”
Mariah is 19 years old, and recently graduated from East Juniata High School in Juniata County. Currently she is a freshman at
Lancaster Bible College majoring in early childhood and minoring in
business. In addition to being a full time student, she is a part of the
women’s field hockey team, which is a blessing to her. “Racing to me is
a vacation away from all my other responsibilities in life. A piece of advice that has stuck with me throughout my life is simply this: everything
in life is temporary both the good and the bad. So when life is great
enjoy every moment and when life is bad, it is important to remember
that God will bring you through it.”
As a kid Mariah played with dolls quite a bit and she loved to
dress up, however you can bet that every weekend she was with her
dad at the racetrack always playing in the dirt!
Her favorite food is literally anything except for peas, and one
of her go-to restaurants is Taco Bell or Applebees since their hours are
convenient for being a racer. Her favorite zoo animals are giraffes, and
her favorite color is purple.
Her favorite racetrack to race at is Selinsgrove Raceway Park.
She would love to race at Port Royal one day since this is the track she
grew up at. Her favorite holiday is Easter.
Something that most people do not know about her is that she
is an only child and would love to have a big family (six kids, a dog, and
maybe a cat).
Mariah is an assistant teacher at a daycare while she attends
college and off for break. “My co-workers think it’s pretty neat, infact
last summer my boss worked my schedule around PA Speedweek so
that I was able to work and attend every night of speedweek!”
Mariah is currently a second semester freshman at Lancaster
Bible College. Her goal after she graduates is to work towards a Masters Degree in early childhood then work in a public school for a few
years. Her classmates/ teammates are very supportive of her.
After getting a few years in a classroom setting, she would
love to open up her own daycare.
When she is not racing she keeps very busy, however in herfree time she loves planning out the things that need done. She also

loves drawing, and shopping!
“Something that I learned later in life that I wished I learned
earlier is that every moment is precious, so we should embrace every
little moment that we have. Both the good and the bad.”
Mariah would love to be on Grey’s Anatomy, and Superman
is her favorite superhero because she watched those movies with her
dad when she was little. If she could spend the day with someone, it
would be her Grandma, GG. “She was so loving and had such amazing
advice.” Her favorite race car driver is Kyle Larson and Brian Brown.
Follow Mariah on social media at Facebook- Romig Racing # 9.
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Listen in to our weekly Podcast on
Podbean, iTunes, Spotify, or Google
New episode uploaded every
Wednesday by Noon.
I interview Smart, Talented,
Beautiful, Amazing Women
involved in all areas of the
Motorsports World.
If you know someone we should
interview, email me at
iwmanation@gmail.com

International Women’s
Motorsports Association

International Women’s
Motorsports Association
Wants to say

THANK YOU
to

Angola Motorsport
Speedway

Go to

For Being a
Preferred Partner with us.
and working with
us again in 2020

https://illianastockcarradio.podbean.com/

And listen to some
informative and interesting
Podcasts!

To become a member,
go to iwmanation.com

Be sure to Patronize and say THANK YOU
to our Trusted Partners.

It’s time to say THANK YOU to your Marketing Partners,
Crew, Family and Friends with a Custom Designed
Thanksgiving or Christmas card!

SendOutCards offers a plan for everyone!

Several Packages for Individuals or Business Accounts that allow you to
send as many single cards as you want, postage included for one flat fee.

Real - High Quality - Greeting Cards

You design on your phone, tablet or laptop
SendOutCards Prints, Stuffs, Stamps and Mails them for you for
WAY LESS than you can purchase in the store!

Go to www.sendoutcards.com/iwma

Download the SendOutCards APP
for iphone or android

Add a Gift with your Card! No shopping or shipping!

