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THE STARTING GRID

When I flew to AZ on March 2, the Coronavirus was 
something I was aware of, and following via the news, but 
had not considered how much it was going to affect all of 

us.
 Every day there are changes to what stores are closing, and suggestions 
of social distancing, self-isolation, and so much more. I was much more aware 
of what I touched on my flight back to MI on March 12. The low number of 
people flying on planes that are always 100% full, made things much more 
real.
 As of the writing of this issue, the NASCAR races are postponed until 
May 9 at Martinsville. Our first scheduled event at Richmond is postponed, 
and we are working on the event on May 9.
 The most important thing is that we all stay healthy, follow the 
guidelines set forth by your state, and be smart about where you go. This 
challenge will end at some point, and we will look back and hopefully see that 
it brought our nation back together as one; that neighbors helped neighbors; 
that the kindness and giving attitude that we most often only experience at 
Christmastime, is now a part of our daily lives throughout the year.
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Street Stock Racer 
Nicole Ackerly
Follows in Family’s Footsteps

 Nicole has many great racing memories. One of her top moments was from 2019 in street stocks. “I remember 
the night; it was my first time driving my street stock on the dirt. I took my car out for hot laps, and I was nervous 
at first, just as most would be their first time behind a racecar. I had never raced on the dirt, and I have never raced 
a full sized, full fender car before. My nerves were so high sitting in line waiting to go out, but once that car hit the 
track, it was like I was right where I was supposed to be. All of my nerves were now gone. It was something like 
I have never experienced before. After coming in the pits from hot laps, I told my dad and boyfriend ‘That is an 
experience that everybody should try at least one time in their life’. I immediately fell in love with dirt track racing.”
 One of her most “daring” stories took place when she raced go-karts. In the middle of a race, one of the 
other drivers got hit and his car went airborne. As he was in the air, Nicole and another driver drove underneath the 
airborne car and continued racing. In the moment, she did not even realize what had just happened. She was just 
focused on winning. When she came in the pits everyone was telling her what happened, and that story still lives on 
until this day.

 Women like Nicole Ackerly from Brewster, NY, come from a long line of family members who were also 
involved in racing.  In her case it was her father Ray Ackerly, and her grandfather, Ray Ackerly Sr. Her father raced 
street stocks very successfully. He held the fastest time on record in a street stock at Moc-A-Tek Speedway and had 
many wins at local tracks in New York including Orange County Fair Speedway, Accord Speedway, and Lebanon 
Valley Speedway.
Nicole began her racing career at the age of 5, racing go-karts. She raced kid karts and moved up to the Junior 
Sportsman Champ Kart division in Poughkeepsie Speedway. She had many wins and numerous championships 
in go-karts and had 18 feature wins in a row. She stopped racing go-karts when she was 10 years old.
 Fifteen years later she decided to get back into the driver’s seat. Having the knowledge and expertise of 
her father is vital to her and to the success of her race team. “My father and I do everything that is done on my 
racecar, in which we spend countless hours working in the garage to prepare the car each and every week. With the 
completion of building my race car in late July of 2019, I was able to race 4 times, in which I had a top 5 finish, and 
ended out finishing the season 12th in points, being the highest ranking female driver in the division for 2019. In 
2020, I plan to compete for rookie of the year at Accord Speedway in the pure stock division. I encourage everyone 
to bring at least one new person to the races this year. I am very excited for our 2020 race season. I want to thank 
my family, fans, and sponsors for the continued support, and I look forward to seeing everyone at the races!” she 
said. 

 Her crew at the track is her dad, her boyfriend, and herself. Her mother, sister, and grandmother are always 
there watching her every Friday night. “I could not ask for a better crew. My sister Victoria, my mom Paula, my 
Grandmother Jackie, and friend Jackson are always there for me when I need help as well. I am so grateful for 
everyone that helps me week in and week out, and all of those who support me.”
 Her best finish in a go-kart was first place and her best finish in a street stock so far has been 5th. She races at 
Accord Speedway in Accord, NY. Accord is a quarter mile dirt track that races on Friday nights. She runs “MISS 00”, 
as the 00 is a family tradition. She races an orange and white, 1978 Camaro. She wanted to honor her father, so her car 
is a replica of her father’s car from the 1980’s. She runs in the pure stock division at Accord Speedway. In 2019 she had 
many great sponsors including Putnam Energy, MagPro Services Llc., MJM Auto Works, Welsh Signs, Dawg-Gone-
Good, Fast Lane Oil Change & Car Wash, and TJ Motorsports. “I also have to thank the Street Stock Help Source on 
Facebook for all they do for Street Stock drivers.” she shared.
 There are other women who race at Accord Speedway. They are all respectful towards each other and get 
along. “I think women participating in racing is great, and makes the sport more diverse.

 Nicole’s father inspired her to start racing when she was young. He would take her to motorsports events, 
and car and motorcycle shows. Occasionally he would take her and her sister to the dirt tracks, to show them 
what he grew up doing in racing. Nicole loved everything about racing at a young age, and as we all know, once it 
is in your blood, it does not go away.
 Nicole and her dad do all the work on the car because her father has a lot of knowledge with street stocks. 
He is teaching Nicole all that he knows. She has learned a lot working closely with her dad, and she is proud that 
she works on her own stuff. “I believe that putting you own time, money, and effort into your car allows you to 
respect your car more, and furthers your appreciation for racing. It takes a lot of will and dedication to be able to 
race every week, and it is a lot of behind the scenes efforts that most people do not realize. I am beyond grateful 
for having such a supportive family who shows up at the track every week, and helps me whenever needed. My 
boyfriend, Jose is also very helpful. When he is not consumed by studying for his doctorate degree, he spends 
most of his free time helping us in the garage working on the car.” said Nicole. 

“A bad day at the 
track is better 

than a good day 
anywhere else. The 
memories that you 
make in this sport 
are ones that will 

last a lifetime,
and will be passed 

down through
generations.”

 
Nicole Ackerly

Continued to page 6
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 Nicole’s goal for her racing career is to have fun and do her best. She hopes to win many races and possibly a 
championship. In 2020, she is going to be working on being Rookie of the Year. She also hopes to make an impression 
on the motorsports industry. 
 Nicole’s favorite part about being a racecar driver is the experiences and the memories she is making. She also 
loves being a role model for other girls. She wants to be someone people can look up to. “I think being a successful 
racecar driver means that I give it my all, and have fun. Making memories, learning, and experiencing the thrill of 
being behind the wheel of a racecar is something you can never forget. Not many are able to have these experiences. 
For that I am grateful.”
 On race day, she wears a particular pair of socks; they are blue and have her dog’s face on them. These are her 
favorite socks and she never races without them.
 Nicole’s favorite racing event is the Orange County Fair Speedway Motorsports Show. She has been going 
to this show for years, and this year she will have her car on display. Her father used to display his car at this show, 
and she is excited to do the same. She also enjoys going to the Danbury Racearena reunion show every year for the 
Southern New York Racing Association. Danbury Racearena closed in 1981, which was her grandfather’s first and 
last year of racing there. She feels very fortunate to display her car at the show this past year. “I want to make an 
impact on females everywhere. I want girls to look up to me and see that just because you are a girl, does not mean 
that you cannot do it. I want them to be inspired. I want people to see how much pride I take in my car, from working 
on it for countless amount of hours a week, to giving it my all when behind the wheel. I want to be the best I can be, 
and inspire people everywhere to have the same amount of determination and drive as I do.”

    

        Nicole Ackerly                  Continued from Page 5

 “Being a female in a male dominated sport may have some setbacks, but you have to keep your head up and 
do what you love to do, race. My experience so far has been generally positive, and I have not gotten much negativity 
based on my gender. I believe that being a female in a male dominated sport also brings more attention to you. More 
people are watching you, and want to see what you can do competing against men. I think it is great to have gender 
diversity in sports; especially those that are more typically male dominated. I do not let gender influence my racing, I 
have just as much dedication as anyone else in this sport. “ shared Nicole. 
 Nicole’s advice to other girls that want to be like her, or to be involved in racing, is to never give up. This is a 
sport where you will experience the highest of highs and the lowest of lows. In a moment’s notice emotions will change.
 “You have to prepare to face hardships in racing and to NEVER give up. It takes a lot of time and dedication, 
but when you reach that high point of success, it is a feeling like no other. Be confident, be strong, and rise above all. 
Do not ever worry about what other people may say because you are a girl. Let all negativity surpass you. If you face 
setbacks, you have to push forward. A bad day at the track is better than a good day anywhere else. The memories 
that you make in this sport are ones that will last a lifetime, and will be passed down through generations. For every 
girl who wants to be a racecar driver, I say do it. This sport requires a lot of passion and drive, so be prepared to give 
everything you have got to racing. Every tear, every ounce of sweat, every hardship you face will be worth it. I also 
encourage everyone who wants to be a racecar driver to absorb information. Learn everything you can about racing 
and ask as many questions you can. This sport requires a lot of knowledge and learning, so you have to be willing to 
expand your horizons. For all girls who are looking to get involved with racing, just remember that you have so much 
support behind you from all females in motorsports. You are not alone, there a lot of us chasing that same dream as 
you. I wish the best to success to everyone who is inspired and wants to get behind the wheel of a racecar. Getting more 
girls involved in this sport is a great way to diversify racing, and a way to break the mold.” 
 I always like getting to know more about the women I write stories about. Nicole’s favorite food is chicken 
quesadillas, and her favorite vacation spot is Vero Beach, FL. Her favorite quote is “Everything happens for a reason.” 
To her this means you may not know the reason for what is happening, but God has a bigger plan for you. She likes the 
saying “Good Vibes” because she believes in living life with a positive mindset, and sharing that with everyone around 
her.
 As a little girl she played with cars instead of dolls. She had a collection of toy cars and school busses that she 
would play with on her play town carpet, (the one that had roads on it of course!). She also loved playing with RC cars 
and driving the electric cars for kids. Her favorite was her hot pink Corvette.
 Her favorite TV show is The Office, and her favorite holiday is Christmas, with Thanksgiving and Halloween 
close behind. Something most people don’t know is that I used to be a dancer, singer, and model. She loved traveling 
to NYC when she was younger. She also played softball and volleyball growing up.
 Nicole graduated from college with a Bachelor’s Degree in Health Science, and an Associate’s Degree in 
Mathematics and Science. She is currently a full time inside sales/customer representative. Her co-workers think her 
racing is really cool, and different. Now many people know she is a racecar driver, let alone a FEMALE racecar driver.
 Her long-term career plan is to make sure that whatever job or career she has, that she likes what she is doing. 
When she is not racing, she likes to stay active. She likes exercising and going on hikes. She also enjoys playing video 
games, fishing, and spending a lot of time outdoors.
 She posts many updates and racing related posts on social media. Feel free to reach out for advice or if you want 
to talk to another woman in racing. If you would like to follow Nicole, you can go to:     
www.facebook.com/AckerlyMotorsports      www.instagram.com/AckerlyMotorsports 
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Alicia 
Hughes

Alicia’s Memorable Moments:
“I had two memorable moments in racing. The first was when a 
little girl that was diagnosed with very bad anxiety came to me 
at the car show and started talking to me and wanted pictures 
and hugs. Her mom was so shocked and she wrote to me saying 
that her little girl called her grandmother and told her all about 
her hero who was a race car driver. The other moment was when 
Fonda let me park my race car inside the gates so all the fans and 
drivers could sign my car. I had a few people with disabilities 
come to me and think it was so great I was allowing people to do 
this and they were included in the sport.”

 Alicia got started racing her 
own car in 2018 when she was 26 years 
old. She grew up with uncles who raced 
and would always be going to some 
kind of races, from dirt to NASCAR. 
Her father started racing  in 2017 after 
being out of racing for 19 years. Alicia 
became the crew chief right away and 
started learning all the ins and outs of 
racing--from helping build his car, to 
fixing it, to learning the track rules. 
When the time was right, she bought 
her first car and gave it a try.
 Her dad inspired her to race 
after they had so much fun and it also 
brought their family closer. 
 Her mom and dad, aunt and 
uncles, and kids, all help on the car. 
Her best finish has been 5th place at 
Glenridge Motorsports Park in 2018. 
She most often races at Fonda and 

Graduated from Ballston Spa High School.
She has a 7 year old daughter Arianna, and a 6 year 
old son Vinnenzo. They go everywhere together. 
When they are not racing, they like going to 
farmer’s markets.
Her main hobby is making crafts and setting 
up parties for others. She played with both 
dolls and cars. Her favorite TV show is Baking 
Championship. 

Getting to Know Alicia:

Glenridge and once raced at Albany 
Saratoga.
 She races a pro stock, in the pro 
stock class. There are 3 other women 
that race at her home track in different 
classes.
 They had had many problems 
with the car during the season. Near the 
end of her 2019 season, they finally got 
the car running great and figured out 
where the problems were with the car.
 The last race for her, went as 
follows: “I was staying on the lead lap 
staying pretty close to the pack and 
avoiding as many accidents as possible. 
The car started to get a little loose but still 
staying with it. Lap cars were randomly 
showing up on the track after being out 
for fixing damage. Halfway through 
turn four I felt a bump then pushing 
not knowing who it was because I was 
following the pack and the leader I 

could still see. I tried to slow down and 
push off the car but by that time it was 
too late. I was pushed head on into the 
turn four wall. Of course there were 
fans running over screaming making 
sure I was okay, track personal rushing 
over. The car was done. Everything was 
bent, twisted, and broke. It’s a set back 
because this was mainly all funded by 
myself. Worst wreck I have been in on 
the best night of racing ending my  2019 
season.”
 Alicia’s goal for her racing 
career is to become more competitive 
and be able to race at more tracks. Her 
favorite part about being a driver is the 
look on the people’s faces - especialy 
the kids - when they see it is a woman 
driver and they get to meet and talk to 
her. 
 To Alicia, being a successful 
driver does not mean winning all the 

 Her favorite holiday is 
Christmas. Most people do not know 
that she has always wanted to be a 
teacher. She is a caregiver to a family 
that races and they think it’s great. 
Her long term career plan is to own 
her own business with crafts, baking 
or a coffee shop and race in between.
 When she is not racing she is 
spending time with her kids.

time or being on top. “The impact 
you have on other drivers and fans 
makes you successful. If you gain other 
respect, you gain fans, sponsors and 
new friends.”
 Her car number is 730 because 
it is her birthday, and she shares this 
day with an uncle who passed away 
when she was younger.
 Her favorite event at the 
tracks are the kid’s rides. She loves to 
participate because she loves to see 

how happy and excited the kids are 
that they are in a real race car. Not 
many people get that opportunity.

 “I have luckily been able to do 
things in this industry that include 
fans and other drivers during my 
racing career. I have been told by many 
people (even reporters) that helping 
others and showing support while 
trying to bring the racing community 
together is something you don’t really 
see anymore. Also girls and women 
that I have inspired that have written 
to me is something great to see. You 
can do whatever you want in life if you 
set your mind to it.” 
 In 2019 Alicia was the only 
woman driver in her class. She had to 
listen to people complain about her 
constantly and make nasty remarks 
or make up things. She just had to 
brush it off and keep moving forward 
otherwise it will get to you.
 Alicia’s advice for other women 
would be to do what you love no matter 
what people think of you. “People will 
always have something negative to say 
or try to discourage you, even try to 
get to you out on the track. NEVER 
EVER give up and keep on striving 
for your goal. If you have followed me 
from the beginning it has not been the 
least bit easy but even after a big wreck 
I still keep going forward because it is 
something I love to do.”
 Follow Alicia on Facebook at 
Alicia Hughes Racing and feel free to 
reach out to her with questions.

8 9
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Ambassador & Powerboat Racer 
Kiki Wong
Meet IWMA Ambassador Kiki Wong. Kiki was 
born in Hong Kong in 1979, and studies and works 
there still. She loves drawing since the age of 3. She 
graduated in Graphic Design and became a graphic 
designer and illustrator. She has published 2 personal 
works, a story book – Siki’s notebook and a card-deck 
– 100 Wishes of Happiness. Both of them are about 
finding true happiness.

“Everything 
happens 

in perfect 
order.”

Kiki Wong

 Kiki loves all kinds of sports 
related to water like diving, surfing, 
sailing etc. She enjoys Chinese tea – 
Pu’er the most. “I can just do nothing 
with a pot of hot tea at home for a 
whole weekend.” she said.
 She enjoys visiting Egypt at 
least once a year for spiritual study 
which is her all-time favorite trip.
 As a little girl she played with 
all kinds of toys except Barbies. Her 
favorite toys were the BB Gundam, a 
Japanese fictional robot series.
 Kiki’s favorite holiday is the 
Chinese New Year, and her favorite tv 
show is Amazing Race.
 Some people think Kiki is a 
psychic, but instead she says she is a 
mystic.
 She is self-employed as a 
graphic designer, and her clients, 
family and friends are both surprised 
and excited about her racing.
 Some of them say, “I can’t 
believe you became a racer! You are 
inspiring!”
 Her long term goal is to set 
up a retreat center in Hong Kong, a 
hot spring hotel in Japan, or Yunnan, 

and keep on publishing her story 
books. When she is not racing she 
enjoys a little adventure in her new 
neighborhood inside the Global Geo 
Park.
 Kiki has often dreamed of 
sailing across the Pacific Ocean. 
That motivted her to learn to drive a 
boat. Until the APA (Asia Powerboat 
Association) came into her life, she 
had no idea how to fulfill the dream. 
But then the new phase of her life 
began. Her training period with the 
APA was extremely thorough and she 
felt ready and comfortable to enter 
her first T750 race.
 Her most memorable moment 
so far was during the time count. “I 
drove like I was flying above the sea 

with joy and peace. I could feel the 
racer gene was boiling inside every 
single cell. ‘It’s my hidden self.’ she 
said to herself and rejoiced during the 
drive.
 Her marketing partners are the 
APA and United Kingdom Offshore 
Powerboat Racing Association.  John 
Lindsay from APA inspired her to 
start racing and helps her with her 
boat. She races in Singapore, and is 
looking forward to racing around the 
world.
 Her best finish in time count 
was 1.02.24. Her favorite racer is 
Miles Jennings, an intelligent and 
amazing racer, who won 5 World 
Championships when they were 
racing together. Kiki hopes to become 

“You may think that the flat water another boat kicks out is 
safe to race on and follow but it’s not.”

Kiki’s Favorite 
Memory

 “On the water, everything is unpredictable. But for 
a new comer like me, all becomes a symphony of wonderful 
lessons. Even I capsized in my first race in the first day.
  Every metre of the water is different and just 
because the back leg of the course is flat on one lap, on the 
second lap there may be a head sea, a following sea or even 
a beam sea and then it’s not just about the sea state.
 There could be head-winds or cross-winds to add 
in to the mix with an underwater current and even then an 
unexpected wash or swell could appear out of nowhere.
 You may think that the flat water another boat kicks 
out is safe to race on and follow but it’s not. It’s airrated 
which means the propeller can’t grip which brings its own 
set of problems...
 l went from outside on the grid to 3rd place on 
the first lap but the wind against tide on the far leg of the 
course I had never experienced before picked me up on 
lap 4. Now I know I should have backed off the throttle 
more for giving a balanced fast turn. 
 Though I had to quit all races on the first day and 
got my left leg hurt. It didn’t put me off. When I arrived 
back in the pit with the racers, all the guys and the two 
commentators who are also racers welcomed me to the 
official ‘upside down club’. I put myself together and 
completed all races in the following day with beautiful 
drive. Surprisingly audiences came taking photos with 
me and said: “I enjoyed watching your race very much”. I 
felt encouraged and honoured to a part in the powerboat 
world. It will make me a better woman for sure.”

an amazing racer like Miles.
 Charlotte Camsey (another Ambassador for the 
IWMA) is the only other woman that races against Kiki. 
She gives all racers her personal work - the card deck “100 
Wishes of Happiness” as a greeting and friendship gift.
 Her favorite part about being a powerboat racer 
is having a new family from the water world and how 
excited she is to learn from the seriously experienced 
racers closely.  John Lindsay from APA inspired her 
to start racing and helps her with her boat. She races in 
Singapore, and is looking forward to racing around the 
world.
 Miles, Kiki, and Dave Sheldon talked about what 
it takes to be a Champion during the Championship 
Banquet. “As my return on second day showed my fearless 
and sensitivity, they both appreciated my courage and 
performance. Dave even said: For who keep racing for 
overcoming fear is a fool. But for who race with fearless is 
intelligent.”

10 11
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Kiki Wong Continued from Page 11

Advice from Kiki: “There are 7 billion people living in the world but only 
less than 1% people can race. If the chance comes to you, that means you 
are qualified. Cherish it and ride on.”

 Kiki is not superstitious as many racers are, but instead she practices meditation for an hour every morning. Being 
peaceful is what helps guarantee a perfect result for her soul.
 Kiki is making an impact on the motorsports industry by being the first female powerboat racer in Asia Pacific 
with impressive performance in her first race, and came back to race the second dy after her capsize.
 Being a female in a male dominated sport, she stays open-minded and humble. “I believe gender can’t be a barrier 
for any powerboat racer, even age. One of the racers, Brian Pelham, who invited me to join his race at the Cowes 60th 
Anniversary. It shows that there is a harmony between male and female racers.
 Kiki’s main issue has been language. There are many specific English terms in powerboat racing that she is not 
familiar with, but she is learning them slowly.
 “My heart was so touched by the support from my family and friends that I realized the race is not only about me, 
it’s about everyone in my world. And I love to bring them joy and miracles as much as I can. 
 To follow Kiki on social media go to Facebook and Instagram at kikiwong kiswork
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WOMEN’S LIFESTYLE Spring Into Action
Bird’s Nest Treat

2 packages (10 to 12 ounces each) white baking chips
1 package (10 ounces) pretzel sticks
24 yellow chicks Peeps candy
1 package (12 ounces) M&M’s eggs or other egg-shaped candy

Directions
In a large metal bowl over simmering water, melt baking chips; 
stir until smooth. Reserve 1/2 cup melted chips for decorations; 
keep warm.
Add pretzel sticks to remaining chips; stir to coat evenly. Drop 
mixture into 24 mounds on waxed paper; shape into bird nests 
using 2 forks.
Dip bottoms of Peeps in reserved chips; place in nests. Attach eggs 
with remaining chips. Let stand until set.

Did the bunny bring a few too many jelly beans, candy 
bars or marshmallow Peeps? Put ‘em to work in tasty 
dessert recipes I found at tasteofhome.com/recipes.
Ingredients
3/4 cup butter, melted          2 cups sugar
4 large eggs   2 teaspoons vanilla extract
1-1/2 cups all-purpose flour 1/3 cup baking cocoa
1/2 teaspoon baking powder 1/4 teaspoon salt
4 Snickers bars (2.07 ounces each), cut into 1/4-inch pieces
3 plain milk chocolate candy bars (1.55 ounces each), coarsely 
chopped
Directions
In a large bowl, combine the butter, sugar, eggs and vanilla. In 
a small bowl, combine the flour, cocoa, baking powder and salt; 
set aside 1/4 cup. Stir remaining dry ingredients into the egg 
mixture until well combined. Toss Snickers pieces with reserved 
flour mixture; stir into batter.
Transfer to a greased 13x9-in. baking pan. Sprinkle with milk 
chocolate candy bar pieces. Bake at 350° for 30-35 minutes or 
until a toothpick inserted in the center comes out clean (do not 
overbake). Cool on a wire rack. Chill before cutting.

Candy Bar Brownies

Are you the only person who hasn’t read Marie Kondo’s “The Life-
Changing Magic of Tidying Up”? If so, check out 6 things you can 
learn from the book, or let me give you the skinny: It’s not just 
about going through and getting rid of all your stuff (though that’s 
a big part of it). It’s really about APPRECIATING your stuff and only 
having things you can fully appreciate. Which leads you back to the 
first part — getting rid of stuff that you don’t use (because use is a 
form of appreciation) — and to a more fulfilling life.

Organized Clothes Closet Got it?
Even if you don’t fully embrace the KonMari craze, you probably 
know that (A) you have too much stuff and (B) you need to get 
more organized. And there’s really no better time for A or B than 
spring. Shed your skin, shake off the dust, reawaken and start anew 
— all the seasonal clichés apply. It helps to start with a clean slate, 
both literally and figuratively. That’s why I’m starting by getting 
rid (read: donating or selling) the stuff I don’t use (and thus don’t 
appreciate) and then cleaning top to bottom. Here’s my plan of at-
tack — use it to inspire your own spring cleaning and organizing 
extravaganza.

Clean That Kitchen
On the “sell” list is a juicer that takes up too much space and has 
been replaced by a blender, and on the “buy” list is a paper towel 
holder that will go inside my cabinet, getting it off my short-supply 
counter space. I’m also feeling inspired by a video I watched from 
HGTV for How to Clean the Fridge in 5 Minutes. Shelf mats in the 
fridge — what the what?! Going on the buy list.

Tackle the Paperwork
I’m stuck on cleaning my home office. If you are married and have 
combined lives and paperwork I’m guessing you have been much 
less diligent about cleaning out and organizing bills, taxes, manuals 
and the like. But there’s no time like the present (home confined 
due to the Coronavirus 19) to tackle paper clutter.  I’m thinking it’s 
time to donate the plastic filing box I’ve been using for a few years, 
and upgrade to a simple metal file cabinet that can double as a side 
table.

Garden Tools Storage---Move It Outside
After that, it’s time to step outside, my happy place. You need a gar-
den shed and keep it organized.  A few duplicate tools might get sold 
(how many trowels does one person really need?). At the same time, 
I’m looking for cute hooks and wire shelving that will help get all 
the remaining garden tools, as well as our bikes, on the walls and 
off the floor. I love clever ideas for outdoor storage with or without 
a dedicated shed that you can find at any home improvement store 
or two of my favorite places The Container Store and Home Goods.

Happy Easter

Get
Organized

FUN FACT!
Last year Americans ate more than

2.9 BILLION EGGS!
Check out fun ways to decorate

your Easter Eggs at:
incredibleegg.org/easter

2020   Vol. 4   Issue 2

IWMA Magazine  Celebrating Women in Motorsports

20
20

   V
ol

. 4
   I

ss
ue

 2

IWMA Magazine  Celebrating Women in Motorsports



Abby Haben Loves Animals, Fashion, and Racing
 Animal lover, fashionista, 
and drag racer rolled into one would 
describe 21-year-old Abby Haben 
from Minnesota. She started racing 
at the age of 8, when her parents were 
both drag racing. They traveled all over 
the country racing together as a family. 
She knew she was destined to race, as 
she was born into it.
 As a little girl, she preferred 
cars over dolls, but did play with both. 
Now she likes to shop, hang out with 
friends and watch scary movies. Her 
favorite TV show is Friends and her 
favorite holiday is Christmas, because 
she has a big family and it’s fun getting 
together. Something most people don’t 
know about Abby is that she played 8 
different sports growing up.
 She currently works at The 
Buckle, a clothing store chain. Her co-
workers think it is cool that she works 
in fashion and drives a race car.
 Abby is currently a junior at St. 
Cloud State University in Minnesota. 
She is a marketing major and her goal 
is to head the marketing for a drag race 
team and even drive for them.

 When she is not going to 
school or working, she helps her dad in 
the shop, works and collaborates with 
other race teams, and occasionally 
goes to a coffee shop with friends.
 Leah Pritchett is her favorite 
driver. “I feel like I can relate to her 
in many ways, one of them being we 
both are passionate about the sport 
and we both spend a lot of our time 
concentrating on how to bring in more 
sponsors, and just anything in general 
to help our racing operations.” she said.
 Abby’s most memorable 
moment in racing was getting third 
place at the 2012 Western Conference 
Finals in Denver, Colorado.  
“It was an amazing day, it was the first 
time I saw what I was truly capable of 
doing and achieving.”
 Her parents got her interested 
in racing before she was even 8 years 
old.
     Her dad is her go-to guy for 
everything. He is her crew chief, and 
gets her to all her races.  “I wouldn’t be 
racing without him.” she said. 
     

     Her accomplishments include over 
20 track wins, two track championships 
and a runner-up as well as a third 
play finish in season points. She also 
took a third in the 2012 Western 
Conference Finals. She currently has a 
Quick 16 semi-final finish at Brainerd 
International Raceway, where she 
mainly races. But she also travels to 
many other tracks.
 She races a 1997 Dave Stevens 
Dragster. It was completely updated 
in 2016, stretched to 245”, 4-link, 3rd 
member, all electronics and wiring by 
Daren Erickson Racecars, 6.0 certified. 
She runs #522H. “My jr. dragster 
number was 5229. I wanted something 
similar when I moved up to a full- size 
dragster.” 
 At bracket events she races in 
Super Pro and Quick 16. She is also 
licensed in Super Comp, but races in 
Top Dragster whenever she can at 
bigger events.
 Currently Abby has local 
businesses sponsoring her for part of 
the racing season. For the past two 
years she has been developing more 

sponsorship proposals for bigger companies, as well as 
help from Leanne Roberts, CEO of Wonderlust Marketing, 
who’s been coaching her and helping her develop marketing 
strategies, as well as Jim Formanek who does all of her 
graphic design work on her proposals. 
 Abby’s ultimate racing goal is to drive a Top Alcohol 
Dragster full time for a race team and eventually her own 
team.
 Her favorite part of being a race car driver is 
strapping into her 175 MPH dragster, talking with other 
drivers in the staging lanes, and learning from her mistakes.
Through racing she learned how to market herself, which led 
her to her career choice; a marketing career in motorsports. 

Continued to Page 19
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 Renee Farren from Plano, IL is 21 and is an Indus-
trial Management major with an emphasis in Manufactur-
ing Engineering, at Northern Illinois University. She is in 
her fourth year. She lives at home with her parents and her 
19 year old sister.
      Her favorite food is pizza and her favorite vacation spot 
is anywhere with a beach. She likes a change of scenery 
from the midwest landscape and she enjoys the warmer 
climate. Her hobbies besides racing are hanging out with 
friends and family and going to concerts.
 Renee has two part time jobs. She works at her 
dad’s company managing the office and she is an office as-
sistant at the local courthouse in the Circuit Clerk’s office. 
Her co-workers think it is cool that she races and a few 
have brought their children to watch her race. Her class-
mates that know she races, think it is pretty cool and ask 
questions about how it connects to engineering and their 
field of study and interest.
 Renee’s long term career goal is to have an engi-
neering job in the automotive field or possibly even with a 
race team or race performance parts company.
 Renee started racing go karts when she was only 
6 years old. Her first go kart was bought for her younger 
sister to race, but she was too young to compete so Renee 
tried it and loved it! By the time her sister was old enough 
to race she had changed her mind so Renee continued with 
it instead.
 Renee does her own marketing and her market-
ing partners are Coffman Truck Sales, RKA Gun Gal-
lery, Southbank Barbeque, and Aaron’s Pest Control. Her 
grandpa inspired her to race. He raced midget cars back in 
the 70’s and early 80’s and her cousin was racing go karts 
when she started racing.

 Her dad helps her with her car, and most of the time 
they work on it together. Her best heat race finish was a win 
in 2013 and she recently had two top 10 finishes this past 
season. She races at Grundy County Speedway in Morris, 
IL. She races an ‘88 Monte Carlo with a 350 small block 
engine. She runs in the street stock division.
 An interesting story she has to share is this: “The 
week before I got my last heat race win in 2013 I got into my 
biggest wreck. I was hit in the left rear fender and started 
to lose the handling of my car, then I collected it and got 
hit again and fully lost control and ended up going into the 
wall coming out of turn 3 head on going full speed (about 
80 mph). I felt my car go air born. I was sore and had seat 
belt burns on my neck. We had to put a whole new front 
stub and new body on the car. It was a lot of work and a long 
week but we got the car back together for the next week’s 
race where I won my heat race.”
 Renee’s goal for her racing career is to be able to race 
as long as possible and to always have fun. She is not super-
stitious, but she does wear her checkered Vans to the race 
track each week.
 You can find Renee on Facebook at Renee Farren.

Renee Farren Balances School, Jobs, and Racing

 Being a successful racecar driver means learning 
from every pass, good sportsmanship, respect for yourself 
and others, and to teach others.
 Many drivers are superstitious, but Abby simply 
closes her eyes in the staging lanes, and thinks about the 
run from the burnout to the finish line. That helps her focus.
 Abby feels that racing in the Top Alcohol Dragster 
and representing women in the sports will be how she 
impacts the sport. She would like to mentor younger racers 
on how to achieve their racing dreams.
 Being a female in a male dominated sport is 
something that she’s never thought about, because gender 
doesn’t play a role in drag racing.
 Abby’s advice for other girls who want to get 
involved in racing, would be to surround yourself with 
positive, like-minded people. She suggests you reach out to 
as many people as possible, and many of them will help you.
 “I have a true passion and love for drag racing. Being 
patient is very hard. Understanding that there’s a hard road 
ahead of me, I know how much I have to work. This led 
me to my career choice of marketing. In turn I will learn 
how to market myself and eventually a racing team. Racers 

like Alex Laughlin and Leah Pritchett are people I look up 
to and share similar experiences with. They started with 
very little and over time became successful and inspiring 
to others. I hope one day to be just as inspiring to someone 
else.”
 To find her on social media go to:
Facebook and Instagram @Abby Haben Racing. She is also 
on LinkedIn @AbbyHaben.

Abby Haben Cont. from page 17
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Cheyanne 
Emery started 
going to watch 
races with her dad at 
Cherry Speedway, when she 
was 8. After going a few times 
she asked him when she could start 
racing and he said they would get a go-
kart. The next year she started racing. Her 
dad helps with her car and also Jenema Racing. 
Her marketing partners include Double K Services, 
Buddy’s Full Auto Repair, Senior Insurance Solutions, Dia-
mond Car Care, Sanders Racing and her mom and dad.
Her most memorable moment was winning her first heat, feature, 
and the Championship all in the same year. That first place win came 
on July 5, 2019.

Cheyanne      
            Emery

 Cheyanne races mostly at Merritt Speedway. She drives a 1991 Nissan NX in the 4 cylinder class. She is number 
26 from when she started in mini-sprints and she has kept it as she moved up. Her first feature she ended up winning 
by .001 and the finish had to be reviewed by where the transponders were located. There are a handful of girls that race 

at the track and they are all friends. Her goal is to become a 410 sprint car driver. Her favorite part of being a race car 
driver is meeting the fans. Being a successful driver means everything to her, not much could top it.

 Cheyanne has two pair of socks that her dad and sister picked out for her that are pink and black. She will 
not wear any other socks. She hopes to impact the sport by showing that gender means nothing. Once you 

get in the race car it doesn’t matter if you are a girl or boy. She gives 110% every night that she races and 
always tries to do her best.

 Her advice to other girls is “Always keep pushing towards your goals, it’s not always about win-
ning, consistency is everything.” 

 Cheyanne has a dog named Nova and she is a princess. She has an awesome brother and 
3 wonderful aunts. Her favorite food is chicken tortellini, or anything with shrimp. A piece 
of advice that has stuck with her helps to push her. It is “I win or I learn, I don’t give up and I 

will never lose.”
As a kid she played with both cars and dolls and her favorite TV show is Law & Order. Her favorite 

holiday is Christmas because she always gets race car parts. Most people don’t know that she loves to 
crochet.

She works at Northwest Oil Express and her co-workers think it is very cool and they want to come to watch 
this year. She graduated college last year as a certified mechanic and her friends were very interested in her rac-

ing. Her long term racing career is to keep racing as long as she can afford it.

 When she is not racing, she is crocheting, playing with her dog, watching football with her dad, or fishing with 
him. Her favorite racecar driver is Brandon Thirlby.
Follow Cheyanne on her Facebook page Cheyanne Emery Racing.
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Preferred Partners for All
IWMA Members
All members of the International Women’s Motorsports Association receive discount codes to our Pre-
ferred Partners.We are adding more partners every week! Go to www.iwmanation.com to join today as 
a yearly or lifetime member.

JS Coaching - www.jscoaching27.

 Why join the International Women’s Mo-
torsports Association, otherwise known as 
IWMA? Because in numbers we can accomplish 
so much more! Our vision is to have one place 
where women in any type of motorsport, and 
those who support and encourage women to be 
involved in motorsports, can ask questions, con-
nect with other women to solve problems, get ad-
vice, and celebrate each other. Our website and 
Facebook pages will be the place to share upcom-
ing events, photos, and news about women in-
volved in motorsports. It will be the place to find 
racing related products, and other products and 
information for women to help them be better 
daughters, wives, sisters, mothers, grandmoth-
ers and friends.
 As part of the membership, you are encour-
aged to become an IWMA Official Ambassador. 
You are the eyes and ears at your local track or 
series, sharing photos and information with me 
that I can in turn, share to all of our followers. I 
welcome the opportunity to work with you!

Igneous Gear

Fire Retardent
Base Layer Gear for 
Industrial Athletes

www.redcamelracing.com

www.hudsobishracingservices.com www.powerfulprofessionals.com

Free rides at most major races.

www.igneousgear.com

www.speed51.com

www.sendoutcards.comiwmanationwww.andrettiracing.com

www.donsmyle.com www.nascarracingexperience.com
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 I started riding when I was 5/6 in a display team. I left that team and didn’t ride for about five years. I then joined a 
different display team where I was the first girl ever, under 16, to jump over two cars end on end. After a year in that team 
I left and started racing. I found this much more exhilarating and fun. I started off the season doing Hampshire Motocross 
club winter series, coming in 9th overall. I then went on to do the summer series of both Hampshire and Portsmouth 
motocross club in the 85cc youth class. I started off near the back of the pack, leaving the grid a couple of seconds after 
everyone else and managing to catch up and lucky not coming last. Throughout the season my skills and technique im-
proved and I began to be right in the middle of the pack coming in at around 13th in Hampshire and 15/16 in Portsmouth 
(which is a great achievement as Portsmouth is one of the fastest clubs in the UK). I managed to maintain these positions 
for the rest of the season, coming 9th overall in Hampshire and 20th overall in Portsmouth. I believe these could have 
been higher if I had had a better start to the season (preferably knowing how racing worked lol). 
 Last year I also did a wild card entry to the BWMA (British Women’s Motocross Association), and with 5 oppor-
tunities to score points I got 5,3,5,3,3 for a 4th overall. I was made up with this as most of the girls who compete in the 
BWMA have been riding for years and it was only my first year. This year I am focusing more on competing with the girls 
and not boys. I am doing the BWMA, Acerbis Amateur nationals (womens class) and the Girls Nationals, however not in 
the 85cc youth class, I am going to be in with the women on a KTM SX-F 250, probably being the youngest in the group.
 My dad got me into riding and always says that he is “living his dreams through his daughter.” It’s working! I love 

it! At the moment I only have one spon-
sor, MS Motoworx, who support me with 
the mechanical side of my bike.  With an 
expensive 2020 coming up I am currently 
in the process of looking for sponsors, 
commercial partners and support.
 I would like one day to be chal-
lenging for the Women’s World Moto-
cross title. Courtney Duncan, my favorite 
driver, is the current world champion and 
is in her early 20’s, so I have plenty of time 
to perfect my skills on the bike, and will 
hopefully one day achieve that goal.
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Georgia Bottriell wrote 
such a
nice story
about her
racing that
we wanted to
print it in her
own words.

Georgia Bottriell Finds Success in  UK Motocross

 I race as number 727, this was chosen as I was 
born on the 27th of the month. Ideally I wanted to be 
number 27, but this number was taken. I try to do my best 
every time I go out there. Motocross is an extremely male 
dominated sport, me being one of very few girls. I do get 
bullied on the track, however it is the dad’s in the pits that 
are worse when I beat their sons. They really don’t like 
that, especially after a race if the boy comes up and says 
“well done” to me.
Follow me on social media at: Twitter: Georgia Bottriell #727 
Facebook: Georgia Bottriell #727          
Instagram: georgiabottriell_727

 Being the fastest girl in Portsmouth Motocross 
club I attracted attention fairly rapidly, and made friends 
with Tobias Sammut. Tobias used to ride in the Honda 
Youth European Championships. His dad Steve Sammut 
soon took me under his wing and started to help me with 
my technique and training. He has been an absolute in-
spiration, friend and supporter ever since. He really is the 
only person I listen to, even if he has banned me from us-
ing my clutch (and 4th gear) until I get the hang of getting 
the bike to hit the rev limiter, and going around corners 
faster than I would normally.



Mud Bogging is
Karissa Schisler’s Passion
 “My parents are the reason I started racing two years ago. When I was little my mom and dad had both 
mud bogged, but my brothers and I were so little we were not into it. I was only interested in the dash for cash 
that they had at mud bogs. That is were the people who put on the mud bogs hide money in bottles in the mud 
pit. Then you run into the pits and to find it. My parents had been out of racing for awhile, and two years ago we 
went to a mud bog and I was so intrigued, I convinced my dad to build another one and let me run it. After long, 
hard hours in the shop, we built another truck, and that is Iron Bolt came about.”
 “My most memorable moment in racing was when I won first place. I was so shocked! My dad helps me 
with my truck. Last year he and I had quite a few wins. We travel all over to mud bog, anywhere from an hour to 
8 hours away. There are not a lot of mud bogs near home. I have a 1948 F-1 Ford truck , and I usually race in the 
modified class.”
 “Luckily I have not rolled the truck. We actualy traveled 7 hours away to Dennis Anderson’s track, where 
my dad got to race against his son Weston, and I got to meet Dennis himself (Grave Digger). There are very few 
woman who race, but I do talk to them. We have like a mud bog family.”

 Karissa’s goal for her racing 
career is to be able to mud bog in the 
summer and work the events around 
a regular career, probably in criminal 
justice. She loves racing and doesn’t 
want to give it up unless she has to. 
Her favorite part of racing is to be able 
to show the men that women can do 
it too. Racing for Karissa is not about 
being successful as much as it is about 
being happy and having fun. 
 Her truck is currently called 
Iron Bolt, but she may be changing it 
to Pink Pistol.
 On race day, she has a coin she 
always keeps in her pocket. It is a chal-
lenge coin from her criminal justice 
instructor, which she keeps for good 
luck. She also wears a black and pink 
fire suit with a pink helmet.
 Her favorite event to go to is 
the Frog Eye Mud Bog because two 
years ago when she first started racing, 
she and her dad brought home three 
first place trophies and two second 
place trophies. “That was a good day!” 
she shared.
 She is making an impact on the 
motorsports industry by working hard 
and showing women they can enjoy 
this sport as much as men.

When she is at an event, she is treated 
just like one of the guys, which she 
likes.

 Karissa graduated in 2018 
from a technical high school for crimi-
nal justice. She took her 11th and 12th 
grades in Washington County. Her 
home high school was Boonsboro 
High.
 She has two 
brothers, Nick and 
Dominic, and loving 
parents, Nick and Kan-
dy. Her favorite hob-
bies are to go mudding, 
fishing and hanging out 
with her family.
 She is currently 
working with her dad as 
a construction worker. 

He is her boss. He supports her 100%. 
Her favorite food is sloppy joes and her 
favorite vacation spot is wherever she 
is with her family, because that is what 
she loves to do the most, especially as 
the only girl with two brothers. As a lit-
tle girl she played with dolls and called 
herself a girly girl. Criminal Minds is 
her favorite TV show and Thanksgiv-
ing is her favorite holiday.
 Something most people don’t 
know about Karissa is that she is too 
easy to forgive. When she is not racing 
she likes to hang out with her friends. 
and she likes to play X-Box. Her favor-
ite quote is “No matter where in life I 
am if I can dream it I can do it.”
 Follow Karissa on instagram: 
@bogginchick_

OFFICIAL CLASSIFIEDS OF 
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 Visualising in 

DESiGN

 Debra Metcalf was born in Sault Ste. Marie, MI, 
moved to Warren, Ohio where she graduated from How-
land High School in 1986. She and her husband Gene of 
25 years, currently live in Ingleside, Texas. She has four 
adult children and six grandchildren.  Her husband retired 
from the US Navy with 20 years of service in 2008. They are 
very passionate about Veterans and active/reserves/guard 
troops. She belongs to the Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxil-
iary and the Women of the Moose.
 Her favorite hobbies are going to the races, camping 
and knitting. Her favorite place to vacation is Hawaii. Her 
husband was lucky enough to get stationed there when they 
were first married, and that is where they honeymooned.
 As a little girl she played with both dolls and cars. 
She was a tomboy growing up. She enjoyed playing soft-
ball when she was younger. Her favorite TV show is Mas-
ter Chef. Her favorite holiday is July 4th. Most people don’t 
know that she is very outgoing but can also be shy at times. 
She is a computer support technician and enjoys racing her 
emod. When she is not working or racing she likes to just 
relax.
 Debra went to her first drag race at 2 years old at 
Sears Point, California in 1970. Sears Point is known as So-
noma Dragway today. She grew up around racing from a 

young age to the present time. Her dad would work on the 
race cars and she would see what preparations it took on the 
race car leading up to race day during the week. 
 She has been to many asphalt/dirt tracks in Cali-
fornia, Florida, Hawaii, New Jersey, Nevada, Ohio, Penn-
sylvania, Virginia, and Texas. When she was younger, she 
liked going to the go kart track across from where her par-
ent’s camp was in Ohio, drive the go karts, and race with 
her family and friends. Her parents would take her and her 
brothers to racetracks every week, along with going to car 
shows.  She was fascinated by the cars and she would dream 
that one day she would drive a race car. “My dream muscle 
car is 1968 Chevrolet Chevelle SS with a 396 engine in it. 
When I was growing up and still today my idol is Shirley 
Muldowney.”
 In 2016, she decided to make her racing dream 
come true and starting racing in the Sport Compact class at 
South Texas Speedway in Corpus Christ, Texas. She finished 
the season in fourth place in points and Rookie of the year. 
During the 2016 racing season, she would hand out playing 
cards to the children. The girls cards would have Princesses 
and Sophia on them. The boys cards would have Avengers 
and Cars on them. She would put her autograph and her 
car number on the children’s playing cards along with an 

Debra Metcalf Races 
to Fulfill Her Dream

“Live life to 
the Fullest!”

“I feel
a passion for 
racing in my 

bones.”

American Flag sticker on it. “I always allow children to get 
a photograph of me and the kids next to the car. At the end 
of 2016 race season I decided to go up another class.” 
 In 2017, she decided she would go into the Emod 
class with something new and going with the open wheel 
experience. In 2018, she finally made a debut with her 
Emod. As she looks forward to this race season, it will be a 
fun experience where she will be learning and getting seat 
time. Her husband and her dad (by telephone from Ohio) 
help her with her car. She is currently racing at South Texas 
Speedway in Corpus Christi, TX. She races in the Emod 
class in her number 94. She chose that number because she 
got married in 1994.

 One of her favorite stories is when she was racing 
in the feature and got tapped; flew over a tire and her car 
ran even faster after that. They are other women who race 
and young girls who race at the go-kart track. She is friends 
with all of them. Her goal for her career is to one day win a 
championship in her class. Her favorite part of being a race-
car driver is the passion she has; she can feel it in her bones. 
Being successful is to achieve success in the race car.
 On race day she wears a purple t-shirt and purple 
socks. She also makes sure to have Gatorade to drink. One 
of her favorite quotes is “Live life to the fullest.” She also 
believes it does not matter what age you are. You can always 
live out your dreams being a race car driver.
 Follow Debra on Facebook at Metcalf Motorsports.
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ARE YOU 

DREAMING
BIG ABOUT YOUR

FUTURE?

I often interview young women who want to be the next 
NASCAR Cup Champion, or the World of Outlaws 
Champion, or perhaps the NHRA Champion. The 
common word in all those labels was CHAMPION.  There 
is nothing wrong with reaching for the top, to achieve your 
dreams, to make yourself and your family proud.

But there is so much more to the world of motorsports! I ask the young women that 
I interview what else are they interested in? Photography? Social Media marketing? 
Accounting or event planning? Maybe they would like to work on a race team as a tire 
changer or specialist, or for the media as a pit reporter. These are just a handful of the 
opportunities that the business 
of motorsports offers. Yes - it 
is a business - and the world of 
motorsports needs more smart, 
talented and motivated people, 
men OR women, to take the lead 
in a variety of jobs. So how do you get from 
where you are---to where your DREAM 
is---to working in a career that you are 
passionate about?

I’ve asked that same question of several 
successful women in motorsports, and the 
answer is always the same. Get as much 
education as you can. Work for free as an intern if you have to, while you 
work another job to pay the bills, just to get your foot in the door. Build 
solid relationships with others in the industry, because many times it’s not 
only WHAT you know, but WHO you know that can pass along a potential 
opening that gets you one step closer to your dream job.

The IWMA is committed to Connect and Celebrate women in  
motorsports, as well as providing education and information. 
Helping women learn how to build those relationships is just one 
part of our Ambassador program. SO...what is an AMBASSADOR 
and why would you want to be a part of this IWMA Program?

An Official IWMA Ambassador is the eyes and ears for the 
Association. They keep me updated on what the women at their 
track or series are doing, such as a new driver, or crew member for 
a team. Other news they would share are the successes that women 
are having on and off the track; women who would make good podcast interviews, 
or magazine feature stories. These are not just drivers. They could be track owners, 
promoters, employees or volunteers. They might include the flag person, race director, 
concessions manager, or  fan.
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There’s more to motorsports than being the driver.  
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An Ambassador must be a yearly or lifetime member of the International Women’s 
Motorsports Association (IWMA). The reason for that is that we want women who 
are serious about representing the IWMA, and who take our motto of Connecting 
and Celebrating all women involved in motorsports to heart. As a member they also 
receive the discounts from our Preferred Partners and well as occasional special 
promotions just for our Ambassadors. I encourage you to reach for your dreams, 
and let the IWMA help you along the way.
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By: Melinda Russell
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Peyton Januik
 Peyton Januik began racing at the age of 3 through the National Sand Drag Association. She was born into the 
sport, as both her parnets and grandparents raced in the sand drags. At the age of 12 she started racing through NHRA’s Jr. 
Drag Racing Series until she was 16. Then she moved up into a super comp car and traveled around doing division racing 
until she was 17, and able to move up into Top Dragster and race in the Nationals. That is the class she is in now.
 Her parents inspired her to start racing. “For as long as I remember I’ve always had this goal to be faster than my 
dad but also line up against my mom in a race.” she shared. Her dad helps mostly with the car at the races. He has a crew 
that works on his car and her mom works on her own car, but in between races they all pitch in and help get the other cars 
ready. She races a 2007 Racetech Dragster with a 632 12-degree super comp motor, and a 2006 Spitzer dragster with a 521 
Brad Anderson blown hemi. She runs in the Super Comp, Top Dragster and Super Pro classes.
 Peyton races all across the country. Last year she mostly raced on the West Coast, and this year’s schedule has her 
family starting in California and going all the way to North Carolina. Her marketing partners include Liberty Heating and 
Air Conditioning, Vegas  Custom Graphics, and CleanBoost Racing Oil. Her best finish was in 2014.  “I was in a Jr comp 
car in Sacramento. It was my 3rd race in that car and my first final in a divisional. I ended up racing the champion from 
the year before. I ended up winning the race and also winning my first Wally.” she said.
Peyton shared this story with us:
 “A racing story about a win that would be interesting to others would be this year. In Sacramento I won my first 
Top Dragster win against my teammate. We were the youngest two in the class which was pretty cool to be able to tell 
people that.”

 Peyton’s goal is to race a Top Alcohol Dragster at 
some point but she would also like to be able to have built 
up a racing company like DSR or JFR.
 A race day routine for Peyton is that she always 
checks to make sure that the charm her aunt gave to her is 
in her cars and she wears a blue Plan B Motorsports race 
shirt. 

 Peyton is 17 years old, and in her Senior year of 
high school. Her classmates think it’s cool that she is doing 
a sport that not a lot of people have the chance to do. A 
piece of advice that stuck with her is to never let someone 
get to her. “Whather that’s for racing or for life. That’s 
something that’s always stuck to me and its got me where I 
am today and as far as I’ve gotten with racing.” 
 Her long-term goal for her career is to get a degree in 
marketing and market herself to big companies. She wants 
to get sponsors and start her own racing company. 
 Peyton would like to thank both her parents and 
her race team for supporting her in everything she does 
and being there for her whether it is for racing or for 
anything outside of racing.
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PHOTOS  FROM  PHOENIX

It 
seems 
like a 
very long 
time ago, but 
the NASCAR 
races in Phoenix 
were only a few weeks 
ago, and I am so glad I 
was able to be there! The 
highlights for me were the 
people that I met, spending the 
day with IWMA Ambassador Lori 
Cutter from AZ; spending time in 
the infield and garage areas, checking 
in with friends old and new. I always enjoy 
spending time with Stacy Fine and Monica 
Polumbo with MRN; Liz Prestella, the tire 
specialist for Daniel Suarez’s team; and many media 
folks who are becoming familiar faces.
 The races turned out to be WAY better than last 
fall, and surprised some of the media who were concerned 
about the Championship race being there. NO WORRIES! It’s 
going to be a great weekend in November for those races. And 
the IWMA will be holding an event in the infield on Saturday, so put 
that on your calendars! More details as the time get’s closer.
 As of the writing of this issue, no one is sure as to when sports and 
other things get back to normal, but when they do, IWMA will be hosting 
several events at tracks around the country and I encourage you to invite a 
group from your neighborhood, church, school, athletic team, or other groups
you belong to. Bring them to the racetrack and show them what a great place to go 
for some exciting entertainment! 
 In the meantime, I am planning the upcoming events, working on new magazine 
features, and guests for the podcast. If you know someone who should be featured, feel free to 
email me at: iwmanation@gmail.com

See you at the track.
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Annette Bauer Ready to Race Again

 Annette has been a single mom most of her life, 
married her best friend / partner in crime in 2011, and 
earned her Bachelor’s degree in Business/Marketing in 
2013. She has three passions, behind her family: Drag Rac-
ing, Photography and Firearms. She loves all the foods that 
are bad for her, but she tries to be as healthy as possible. She 
works out frequently, usually 4 days/week. Her go to piece 
of advice is, “Be present and live for the moment.” which 
leads to her favorite quote, “Everything happens for a rea-
son.” 
 As a little girl she played with cars, not dolls. Her 
favorite TV shows include anything with drag racing, truck 
shows, or police, detective and firefighter shows.  
 Christmas is her favorite holiday. Something most 
people don’t know about her is that she has had one of her 
photos featured on the JEGS social media and transport ve-
hicles for Erica Enders-Stevens and Jeg Coughlin. Also, as a 
racer she has been 7.13  at 193mph in the quarter mile. 
 Annette works in the marketing field and does pho-
tography whenever she gets a chance. Her co-workers think 
it’s cool but dangerous.
 Her long-term goal is to be a professional drag racer 
or motorsports photographer. When she is not working or 
racing, she is shooting photos or one of the many firearms 
she owns. She has a lot of respect for all drivers, but espe-
cially women racers.
 “If I had to pick one driver, it would be Erica 
Enders-Stevens. Although, many other women go much 
quicker and faster, they do not have as much going on in 
the cock-pit as she does. I respect a driver!”
 Annette’s dad introduced her to the love for cars 
and motorcycles. She had a Honda 50 by the time she was 
5yrs old. “That love evolved to drag racing many years later 
and I started out crewing on a bike in 1999, before I wound 

up racing my own street bike years later. I had a Kawasaki 
636 and it ended up being the first drag racing wreck I ever 
experienced. I flipped it at the starting line, grabbing a little 
too much throttle and a lot of too little clutch. I trashed my 
bike, ended up taking a quick trip to the ER, but in the end 
no worse for wear. I fixed my bike and got back to racing. 
I won my first race in July 2006 with Karen Stoffer at the 
starting line. It was a moment I will never forget.” she said. 
 Fast forward a few years and she had the opportu-
nity to move up to a drag bike (wheelie bar), owned by Ed-
die Palmer and family. Before she even swung her leg over, 
he told her “as soon as this bike gets into the 8’s, I’m selling 
it”. He anticipated that would be much longer than it ended 
up being. The bike was sold around the late 2007, when she 
ran a high 8 second pass. Despite not having anything to 
race, her passion for racing never wavered. In May 2009, 
she took the experience she had as a racer and what she 
knew instinctively as things racers wanted to see and start-
ed taking pictures. She melded her marketing experience 
with her love for drag racing, all wrapped up in a moment 
that stopped time.
 From 2008 – 2012, she spent lots of time crewing 
for various motorcycle teams and eventually car teams. She 
crewed for a Pro Mod team and that was the experience that 
tipped the scale. “I knew I wanted to drive a car, specifically 
a Pro Mod. Everything I could absorb from that experience 
would lay that foundation.” she shared
 She continued her love for racing and photogra-
phy, until early 2012 when her husband negotiated the next 
driving opportunity in a Jr. Comp dragster, owned by The 
Harmons, “a wonderful family we knew from the race track. 
This was the first car I had ever raced and I knew I had to 
learn the ropes. Safety has always been my first priority and 
that was even more important getting into the dragster. So 

able to race. She was inspired to start racing by Karen Stof-
fer and Angelle Sampey. Her husband is her crew chief and 
biggest fan.
 Annette’s best finish was 7.13 @ 193mph at Sacra-
mento Raceway in 2017. She raced in the 7.0 Pro NHRA 
Heritage Series. 724F is the number she was given by the 
NHRA.
 Sacramento Raceway is where she typically races 
and will race once they build their altered or door car. Her 
goal is to race Pro-Mod.
 When she started racing, there were a few other fe-
males who raced motorcycles. As she has moved into cars, 
that number seems to stay consistent. She is lucky to have 
some great women who support and cheer for her and vice 
versa!
 Her favorite part of racing is the camaraderie in the 
pits. “I have the greatest friends and family at the race track. 
Most of them I have known for nearly 20 years.”
 To Annette, being a successful racecar driver means 
to drive smart and have fun! Always make smart decisions 
in the driver’s seat, and check your ego at the door. “No one 
knows what is happening on a pass except you, make solid 
decisions, it’s the difference between going rounds or going 
home. Regardless, have fun! This sport is far too expensive 
to not have fun.”
 On race day she always wears a black tank top and 
black spandex shorts. She goes through her routine and pass 

every day, weeks before she is in the car, but ultimately she 
prays for a safe pass. “I am in Gods hands. I have two tattoos 
that say In God We Trust on a drag racing Christmas tree, 
one on my hip and the other on my right forearm. I would 
not be where I am today in my racing career without my 
husband, he has taught me so many things about racing and 
driving. I am blessed to have such an amazing man, who 
puts up with me!”
 Follow Annette on social media at: 
Personal IG - annettejbauer  
Photography business: IG annettebauercreative

we invested in a Hans device, long before I ever needed it. 
That car turned out to be the best learning experience in my 
racing career. We started out running high 9s in the quarter, 
it may have had a little nitrous on it, to running 8.20s three 
years later. We had maxed out the cars capacity not only 
from a safety perspective, but in terms of horsepower too. 
We had the advantage over many other cars, simply based 
on the weight to horsepower ratio, car and driver were 675 
lbs suited. The family I drove for was looking to do some-
thing else with the car, so we completed my final season 
with the Jr. Comp in 2015.”
 As always, photography has been her staple. When 
she is not racing, she is taking pictures. She has focused on 
improving her skills and equipment. It helps her relax as she 
looks for different ways to tell the story!
 As fate would have it, another family had been 
scouting for a new driver of their 7.0 Pro altered. Annette’s 
name was thrown in the hat. She spent time working with 
them at a few races to ensure they gelled and as luck would 
have it, they did! “I got all my new safety gear and began 
licensing in October 2016. I don’t know if you have ever 
driven an altered or watched them, but being darty and un-
predictable is a trademark of most. This one, Dago Express 
II was no different. The family was really great about giving 
me the time to learn the car and the added horsepower, just 
about seven (7) times more hp than the Jr. Comp. It was one 
of the best learning tools and experiences I have had in my 
driving career. I never won any races, but got to race the 
California Hot Rod Reunion in October 2017, which was 
both an honor and amazing fun! Unfortunately, the family 
decided they wanted something a bit different as we moved 
into the 2018 season and we parted ways.” said Annette.
 ¡ºSo once again, she refocused on her photography 
and continues to do so until she can build a car of her own. 
“I love racing more than anything and my dream of racing 
Pro Mod is still alive in my heart and soul!!”           
 She has two memorable moments. One is the pass 
she blew the oil line off at half-track in the Jr. Comp car. It 
was a situation she had discussed with her husband many 
times, but you hope never happens. When it happened, 
those discussions gave her the knowledge and guidance to 
get her car stopped without crossing the center line or hit-
ting anything, despite having oil from the front of the driver 
compartment back (in a rear engine dragster). 
 Her second most memorable moment, was the first 
pass in the Dago Express II. It was anything but perfect. 
However, it was the perfect learning tool, just as she had ex-
perienced in the Jr. Comp car. Those moments will forever 
mean something to her. 
 Annette Bauer Creative and her husband are her 
marketing partners. This is so often the case in order to be 
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 I was a tomboy growing up and played with cars. I have a guilty 
pleasure of loving reality TV shows. KUWTK (Keeping up with the 
Kardashian), Jersey Shore, Floribama, Friends, Greys Anatomy, The 
Office, and The Bachelor/Bachelorette. 
 My favorite holiday is the 4th of July, because I love that every-
one gathers together, has cookouts, the weather is beautiful, you can be 
on the lake and watch fireworks. Something people don’t know about 
me is that I wrecked my first race car when I was 13 years old. 
 I work in the construction industry as an office manager. My 
co-workers are very supportive and were surprised that I was so into 
the sport of racing. Like most of us, my career goal is still in the works. 
What is important to me is family, pursuit of my passions, and happi-
ness in life. When I am not at the racetrack, I am standing on the side-
lines and cheering on my son at his sporting events. 
 My husband is of course my favorite race car driver, but I do 
enjoy watching #1 Tyler Erb in the Lucas Oil series, and 2 local guys 

that I have watched race for 
many years, #83 Jensen Ford and 
#B00 Josh Henry. In Nascar I was 
a huge Jeff Gordon fan and since 
his retirement I have come to like 
Chase Elliott.  
 My most memorable mo-
ment so far was getting to co-an-
nounce a World of Outlaw race 
“The Grinch 40”  at Volunteer 
Speedway this past December. 
There is one woman that races  at 
my track, the #13 classic car Sar-
ah Canning. We are very good 
friends.  
 I hope to make an impact 
on racing by showing more fe-

My Story
By: Tiffani Mays
 I attended East Tennessee State Univer-
sity where I studied Broadcasting and Public 
Relations and was a member of the cheerlead-
ing team. I grew up in a close knit family from 
east Tennessee loving sports of all kinds from 
racing to football and everything in between. 
From the time I could walk, I have danced, 
cheered, ran track, and played softball. I am a 
foodie at heart, my tastes are so ecletic that a 
favorite doesn’t exist. My go-tos are Mexican, 
Italian, and Sushi. Vacationing anywhere is fun, 
but New York City and Hilton Head South Car-
olina are my favorites. 
 I am married to a wonderful man named 
Marcus. Dirt racing is actually how he and I met 
when we were 14 years old. His uncle raced at 
Volunteer Speedway with my former step-dad, 
and it’s been history ever since. He understands 
my love for racing as he is just as passionate about 
it as I am. He currently drives the 12m at Volun-
teer Speedway. My world revolves around my 4 
year old son Ayden who like his mom, loves to 
play soccer, t-ball, and football.
 My favorite quote is by none other than 
the legend himself #24 Kobe Bryant. “Have a 
good time. Life is too short to get bogged down 
and be discouraged. You have to put one foot in 
front of the other, smile and keep on rolling.”

Just because a female hasn’t done it doesn’t mean a female can’t do it. 
Don’t be afraid to try and try again. No is just a word. 

males that you can be successful in a male dominated sport. I was actu-
ally the first female to ever be a broadcast announcer on iRacing. The 
iRacing community was so welcoming and it was awesome to have a 
female in iracing world. I handled that gracefully. I know there will be 
some challenges, but my passion will drive me. 
 Any advice I would have for young girls wanting to get into rac-
ing, I would say just because a female hasn’t done it doesn’t mean a fe-
male can’t do it. Don’t be afraid to try and try again. No is just a word. 
 You can follow me on social media by going to my twitter handle: 
DirtTrackTiff or you can find me on Facebook at Tiffani Danielle Mays.
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Kaidyn Moran

 Kaidyn Moran juggles school, racing and sports and 
works hard to be successful in all of them. She is in the 8th 
grade in her home town of Kennewick, WA and is an hon-
ors student. She plays volleyball, basketball, and softball, 
and works in racing during the summer.
 As a little girl she only owned one doll; Woody from 
Toy Story. The rest of the time she played with Hot Wheels 
constantly. Her favorite food is ice cream and her favorite tv 
show is Vampire Diaries.
 Something most people don’t know about her is 
that she was born with a hole in her heart, but it closed on 
it’s own. Her brother had to have surgery to close his.
 Her favorite holiday is Christmas. When she is not 
playing sports or racing her favorite thing to do is to hang 
out with her friends. 
 After high school she would like to go to college. 
She has wanted to go to Oregon and be an Oregon Duck 
since she was 6 years old. Her classmates think it is cool that 
she races. Everyone at her school calls her “Race Girl”. Her 
race goal is to keep moving forward and to go to college to 
become a mechanical engineer.

 Kaidyn  started racing go-karts when she was 10 
and moved up to Bandoleros a year later. She was the Ban-
dolero Champion at her home track of Hermiston Raceway 
when she was 13. She currently races a junior late model.
 Her most memorable moment was when another 
racer got under her back tire and her car flipped. She rolled 
3 times and lost consciousness. Her car was in bad shape 
but her crew got it working with duck tape and bolts (and 
a big dose of HOPE) as they taped her starter and panels 
together. She went back out and won the main event. “It was 
awesone!” she said.
 She does not have any marketing partners at this 
time but she is always looking to partner with businesses 
who would support her dream. Her dad and uncle raced 
when they were younger and that inspired her to race. Her 
dad, uncle, grandpa, great-grandpa and family friends Jesse, 
Chuck, Drake, Dalton, Tyler and Steve all help on her car. 
 She races a Jr. Late Model at Hermiston, OR, State-
line, ID, and Wenatchee, WA in the Mt. Dew Jr. Late Model 
series. There is another girl that races in her class and they 
have become pretty good friends.

“Work hard and 
never give up on 

your dreams.”

 Her plan is to keep working hard, be dedicated to 
learning as much about racing as she can, and never giv-
ing up. She loves the competition and the adrenaline rush. 
“Every race is a new experience and I love it all!” she said. 
“I hope to impact the sport by helping other girls know that 
this sport isn’t just for guys. The fact that girls can race just 
as hard and achieve just as much as anyone else is exciting. 
By working hard and never giving up it is possible for any-
one to be successful. Not all male opponents treat females 
at the track as equals so I work hard and show them that I 
deserve to be there just as much as they do.”
 The #5 purple, black and lime green colors of her 
car stand out on the track. She was always #17 in the past 
but her car owner picked the number this year. Every race 
she wears her teammates shirt under her race suit and she 
always gets a GOOD LUCK text from her best friend, Lina.
 Her favorite quote is “Work hard and never give up 
on your dreams.”
 Follow Kaidyn on social media at:
Instagram- @kaidynmoranracing     
Facebook- 2kaidynmoranracing
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For more information send an email to IWMANation@gmail.com

The #1 Relationship Marketing System in the World

Download the SendOutCards APP and try it out for free!
International Women’s Motorsports Association

will pay the fee!
Go to www.sendoutcards.com/iwma

SendOutCards offers a plan for everyone!
*Free account for occasional card-sending needs

OR
Business Accounts that allow you to send

as many single cards as you want, postage included for one flat fee.

SendOutCards Prints, Stuffs, Stamps and Mails them for you!

Add a Gift with your Card!
No shopping or shipping!


