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 Racing is in full swing all across the country and 
April will find even the Northern and Midwest tracks be-
ginning their seasons. My goal this season is to invite as 
many prospective fans as possible to join me on race night. 
Filling the grandstands is more important than EVER to make sure our local 
tracks can stay in business and provide bigger purses for the drivers. As the 
costs continue to rise between tires and parts and gas, the more that drivers 
promote where they race, the better for everyone in the end. Drivers can make 
or break a track between social media posts, and word of mouth about what 
fun it is to attend the races.
 As a driver, it is important to stay POSITIVE when posting about races 
or your race track. Even after a bad night, give it 24 hours to calm down, and 
THEN contact the track owner or promoter, or the person with whom you had 
an encounter. DO NOT use social media to air your dirty laundry and griev-
ances. This hurts your image, the track’s image, and racing in general.
 Drivers can improve the fan experience by going into the crowd once 
in a while during the season, handing out autograph cards, pieces of sheet 
metal that you have autographed, or even T-shirts. Take time to walk through 
a section or two of the stands or the midway and thank the fans for coming 
to the races. Without them drivers have no one to race in front of, and tracks 
won’t stay in business.
 Drivers can also take their cars to one of their marketing partner’s 
businesses, and let kids sit in the car, hand out track schedules and autograph 
cards. This is a great way to make new fans and get people to the track.
 It takes everyone--- drivers, crew members, volunteers, track workers, 
owners, promoters and fans to do their part to invite new people to the track 
and help them have the best experience possible.
 I hope you will make this a part of your 2022 race plan.
See you at the track!
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 Kay Marshall from Aratula, 
Queensland, AU, has been very sports 
orientated from a young age, playing 
tennis, hockey, basketball, water skiing, 
Vigaro, swimming and 3-meter board 
diving. She currently mentors younger 
female powerboat drivers in the For-
mula 1 Powerboat Racing Association.
 She has been a volunteer for 
the Starlight Foundation which helps 
children with cancer; a volunteer with 
Blazeaid Foundation, that help repair 
farmers fences due to fires and floods. 
She currently volunteers at Days for 
Girls (a worldwide charity organiza-
tion) where they cut and sew re-useable 
sanitary pads for girls and women in 3rd world countries. 
They package up in excess of 1000 packs each year that in-
clude soap, underwear and a face towel.
 Kay has been married for 53 years to her husband, 
Mick and they have a 50-year-old daughter, Donna, who is 
a very astute businesswoman. They also have two beautiful 
granddaughters, Sarah is 16 and Sophie is 11. Her parents 
have passed as well as her three brothers. They have no pets 
because they travel too much.
 Kay is a keen gardener, enjoys knitting and HATES 
ironing! She was a bookkeeper/accounting machine opera-
tor but is now retired. Her friends really think it is an ex-
citing sport for her to be competing in. She hopes to keep 
racing as long as she can, as long as she is physically able. In 
her spare time she enjoys knitting, reading, and enjoying a 
good movie.

Kay began racing powerboats in 1982 at the age of 34. “We 
were very avid waters skiers and one weekend we happened 
to be near a powerboat race so went to watch. When we saw 
the speed and the agility of the boats we were immediately 
hooked. Mick bought our first boat which we were both 
going to race but it did not suit me so I bought a Tunnel 
Hull boat and we both competed in separate categories and 
were very successful as we both became State and Austra-
lian Title holders. As I was the only female competitor I was 
invited to compete in the World Formula 3 Series through 
Europe and the UK. Then I stepped up to Formula 1 and I 
was the first and only female Formula 1 competitor where I 
competed in Europe, UK and Asia.”
 Kay’s most memorable moment was being asked by 
Mercury USA to drive in a team effort in the 24-hour En-
durance race in Rouen, France with the new environmen-
tally friendly Optimax engine. “This is a team effort of 3 

drivers doing 4 shift rotations of 2 hours each. Very 
demanding but very satisfying. I must have done well 
as I drove for Mercury in this race in 1997 (4th po-
sition) 1999 (3rd position) 2000 (2nd position) 2002 
(4th position) overall.”
  “I do not have any marketing partners as we 
have been a Privateer Team most of the way. We have 
approached many companies but they just take your 
money with no results. Because you are a woman in 
a male dominated sport they think you are not com-
petitive enough even when you have the marks on 
the board. My husband Mick gave up his racing to 
support me which is very admirable for an Australian 
male – he does all the mechanical building and re-
building and maintains the boat along with help from 
another friend.” 
  Kay’s best finish was winning the Australian 
Formula 1 Championship in 2000 along with Formu-

Championship Powerboat Racer Kay Marshall
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la 4 and Formula 3 Australian Championships 
in 1987. 
 Kay has had many bad days, and says 
you can’t expect to race in a high-performance 
sport and think you will not have those kinds 
of days. “As a team you take stock of your 
problem whatever it may be and proceed to 
fix it over time for the next event.”
 Kay generally races in most states in 
Australia - Queensland, New South Wales, 
Victoria, South Australia and Tasmania, but 
due to COVID they have been restricted to 
Queensland the last two years.
 Kay has an Australian built tunnel hull 
boat which is a copy of the best boat builder 
of tunnel hull boats, David Burgess. “There 
are many boat craftsmen but they all come 
back to the original design with some cos-
metic changes. It has a Formula 1 engine which is a 2.5 litre 
Mercury outboard which produces between 300-400 horse-
power. My boat is predominately white with blue and my 
race number is 55. Originally my race number was 05 but 
the governing body decided not to start the numbers with a 
zero. I chose this number because of a V8 Supercar driver I 
admired  Peter Brock. The boat we bought second hand and 
these were it’s colours when purchased.”
 Kay’s goal is to show that age or gender does not de-
fine you or what you do, so long as the heart is willing and 
the body is able. “I was the first Female F1 Female Power-
boat driver and am now also the oldest  competing F1 Pow-
erboat driver in the world. My favourite part of being an 
F1 Powerboat driver is being in control of such a machine 
– when boat, engine and driver are in sync it is a marvellous 
feeling. Flying a boat at speed across the water is a sight to 
behold.”
 Kay’s races are usually held on Sunday. “As I wait for 
the start lights I think most women are home cooking the 
chicken for dinner but here I am waiting to blast off across 
the water. Once the engine fires I am where I need to be 
with complete concentration on the task at hand.”
 “My biggest challenge is being a woman in this sport 
and trying to fund it but as the years have progressed I have 
accepted the way things are and I am just out to prove I am 
very good at this sport I have taken on.”
 When Kay is at a race meeting, all the young men 
come up to her and are in awe that she drives the boat. They 
say to her, “My Mum would never think of doing this sport”. 
They are really interested in the boat and engine as well as 
the driver.
 Kay has made an impact on powerboat racing by 
being the lone woman. “In Asia they call me “Iron Lady” as 
they would not have the opportunity to drive such a boat. 

In the racing boat world I have made a huge impact as I am 
very well known and admired for my activities while racing 
in the many different countries.”
 After driving the boat for 39 years, it is difficult for 
her to pick something that she would want to improve on, 
but she is always ready and prepared to talk with people 
and to pass on her experiences and passion for the sport. 
“Maybe I should ask Mick he always says at the slightest 
moment a glitch sounds in the motor turn it off but as gen-
eral with all drivers our sights are on the chequered flag so 
I do not always remember his instructions even over these 
many years (selective memory). At the end of my career I 
would like to think that I have handled myself with grace 
and confidence with all my fellow competitors; that I have 
given the sport my best shot and have retired happy.”
 As with most women in a male-dominated sport, 
there have been a few challenges. “It hasn’t been so difficult 
being a female in a male dominated sport but at times a bit 
testy as the men being men do not like a woman to beat 
them at their desired sport but when push comes to shove 
they accept me as a fellow competitor with the same drive 
and ambition as they have.”
 Kay would advise a young girl wanting to become a 
powerboat driver to be sure it is the path she wants to fol-
low. “It is after all a dangerous motorsport and as such very 
expensive but in saying that I would be prepared to back her 
100% with experience and advice.”
 You can find Kay on Facebook. She has a page with 
5,000 friends who are all involved in boat racing of one kind 
or another from all over the world. “It is great as I com-
municate with some of them each day. We talk about what 
we are doing whether we are competing or re-building and 
swap information to help each other. I post when we are 
preparing for a race meeting and while at the race meeting. 



I post videos of the racing to show 
the competition live. I post pending 
race meetings and the actual meet-
ing on Facebook and there is gener-
ally professional photographers on 
site to post the racing on You Tube. I 
do many interviews for newspapers 
and magazines.”
Here are some other questions we 
asked Kay to answer:
How do you maintain balance in 
your life?
 I have always been very 
practical in my day to day activities 
and life in general. Planning your 
day is important and I always start 
my day with exercise to generate great brain waves. Fol-
lowed with housework that needs to be done, gardening out 
in the fresh air. We live in a countryside community so no 
takeaways all food is prepared and cooked by myself and I 
must admit I do love cooking. On a weekly basis I help my 
daughter with housework and looking after the girls. I have 
my charity work with Days for Girls this keeps me ground-
ed. There is always time for fun stuff as well as knitting, 
reading and a bit of TV along with checking Facebook. So 
no problem maintaining balance in my life. 
Who are your heroes?
 My heroes have mostly been sporting identities 
– John Hill who was World Powerboat Champion For-
mula 3 and Formula 1 several times. He was the man that 
convinced Mick and I that I should compete in the World 
Championships when we met him in Singapore 1986. A 
great man and a natural driver. Peter Brock was my next 
passionate hero – he drove V8 Supercars and was a force to 
be reckoned with. With these two men to inspire me I could 
not lose.
What is something you would like to learn?
 I love music of all kinds and would really like to 
learn to sing properly even at my age. When family and 
friends get together there is nothing better than having a 
good old singalong.
Who influenced your life the most?
	 My	parents	influenced	my	life	the	most	as	you	are	
with them for many years and as a child you observe their 
everyday movements. They were both hard working people 
who taught me you have to earn your way in life that noth-
ing is taken for granted. They taught me to be of strong 
character but true to myself and to others.
What is the most dangerous thing you have done?

 The most dangerous thing I have ever done was 
while racing in Thailand in the Singha Breweries F1 Cham-
pionships	2017.	I	had	won	the	first	competition	and	came	
2nd in the next competition. For the 3rd competition I was 
way out in front when the steering arm broke in the boat 
sending	it	steering	hard	left	then	hard	right	and	finally	over-
turning and nose diving with the full force of the water hit-
ting my body. My back was broken in 2 places and I had a 
very severe concussion but luck was also on my side and I 
was taken to a very good hospital where I was operated on 
and was walking within 3 days. Within 2 years I was back 
racing with rest, exercise and good eating all was repaired.
What has been your hardest personal goal?
 The hardest personal goal was to become the 1st 
Female F1 World Champion as this takes a lot of money 
when you are not at home earning it and when sponsorship 
is	 difficult	 to	 obtain.	 I	 am	 afraid	 it	 is	money	 that	makes	
Champions. When you can afford to buy all the best equip-
ment – there are a lot of capable drivers but money makes 
the winners.
Who knows you better than anyone?
Mick my husband knows me better than anyone else as 
we have been racing boats now for 39 years. We have also 
worked together in our businesses of Retail Butcher Shops 
at which we were successful. We work well together as a 
team and even know what the other one is thinking which 
is a bit scary. We think alike and approach any problems 
together	 to	find	a	solution.	Mick	works	hard	 to	make	 the	
boat and I perform well on the water.
What is your favorite season?
My favourite season is Autumn as we say here in Australia 
I think you call it Fall. I love the warm balmy days and 
the cooler nights. My daughter was born in Autumn so this 
time	of	the	year	is	quite	significant	to	me.	Late	afternoon	

Continued from page 5
Kay Marshall
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when the sun is setting behind the trees to 
form a shadow it has a very calming effect 
to create an illusion that the world is Ok.
Do you view things in a positive or negative 
way?
I have always been a very positive person 
always thinking that tomorrow will be a bet-
ter day. No matter what befalls you whether 
it be good or bad the sun will always rise 
in the morning and set in the afternoon it 
is what you do in between those times that 
makes the difference.
How do you make the most of a bad situ-
ation?
Life	 is	 full	 of	 many	 and	 varied	 situations	
and is not always going to be rosy! So when 
a bad situation turns up you take stock of what has hap-
pened	and	try	to	find	the	solution	to	the	problem.	It	may	not	
be your problem but that of a friend or family so you all sit 
down together and surmise the situation to come to an ami-
cable resolution. No matter how bad the situation is there is 
always a way to have a reasonable ending.

KAYS FAVORITES:
Food: Peking Duck
Vacation Destination: Malaysia
Movie: Out of Africa
Musician: Neil Diamond
Colour: Yellow
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 Alicia Goffus is 27 years old and an identical twin, 
from Aberdeen, MD. She got married to her sweetheart of 
6 years in November of 2020. They have two cats, Cole and 
Charlie, as well as a Corgi named Athena.
 She is in Quality Control for Volkswagen and Audi 
through Wallenius Wilhelmsen. A lot of her co-workers 
think it is awesome that she races since she works in a shop 
environment. “I have actually gotten one of my co-workers 
into racing and he has started racing the machine that my 
husband Mike was running before he stopped racing due to 
work.” Someday she would love to work in an audio studio 
mixing sound full time.
 When she is not racing she loves to read and play 
video games. She also sews and does special effects make-
up which can be used either in cosplay or for the haunted 
house that she works for, Legends of the Fog. She has also 
volunteered/worked for them for 13 years. She started out 
volunteering in high school and then after several years she 
was hired to be their Special Effects Makeup Manager and 
she is currently the SFX Manager as well as a manager for 
their Hayride.
 After watching both her mom and dad race, she 
got the bug. “Dad started racing first, and then we built a 
mower for my Mom so that she had one more suited to her 
instead of one built for my Dad (it was her Mother’s Day 
gift that year). My sister and I started racing in the stock 
class, and then moved up to Junior Prepared when we were 
old enough at age 9. From then on we have raced on a Na-
tional level traveling all across the country both racing and 
helping put on races. I have raced nationally in 3 different 
classes and hold National Titles in all of them. I am also one 

of the first inductees into the Atlantic Mower Racing Asso-
ciation Hall of Fame.
 One moment that will stay with her for a very long 
time is from when she participated in an annual ALS ben-
efit race that takes place every year out in Ohio. “The race 
started the year after my Mom passed away from ALS. That 
first year I finished 3rd in the Super Mod Single class during 

what was my first year running it. Shayne Ferguson, one of 
our Ohio racers won the race, but gave his winning trophy 
to my father and I in honor of my Mom. It was something 
that truly touched me and I have it displayed on my wall to 
this day.”
 Alicia and her dad do the majority of the mainte-
nance on her machine, but the chassis was built by Joey 
Chambers of Slacker Chassis and the engine was built by 
Bill McCammons. Her mower started life as a Cub Cadet 
and currently runs in the Supermod Single Class. “I have 
a vinyl wrap on my hood and fenders with cogs and gears 
overlaid with a powder coated brown frame running under 
the #4. I chose the number because my Mom ran the num-
ber 418 (my sister and I’s birthday). I took the number 4 
and my sister Ashley took the number 18. I have raced all 
over the country, from as far north as Maine, to as far south 
as Florida, to as far west as Washington and California.”
 Something most people don’t know about Alicia is 
that despite racing for 18 years, she still gets very anxious 
before each race. “I have generalized anxiety and severe de-
pression, which is not something most people I race with 
know.” When she has a bad day at the racetrack, a lot of the 
time she uses music to help distract her if she does not have 
friends or her husband there to talk to. “I tend to be pretty 
self-critical when it comes to how I do, so having someone 
to talk to helps me work through the frustration I have at 
myself after a bad race. My anxiety tends to be a large chal-
lenge for me. I actually started a few years ago racing with 
headphones playing music so that I think less when I drive. 
I tend to overthink everything I am doing and the people 

Lawnmower Racer Alicia Goffus
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around me are doing and be too conservative in my driv-
ing at times. Racing with music gives my brain something 
in the background to focus on and we have found it actu-
ally helps me drive a bit more aggressively and just act on 
instinct instead of overthinking.
 Alicia’s goal is to try racing even bigger and faster 
machines to see how she would be able to handle them. 
What she loves first and foremost about racing is the speed, 
but she also loves the off-track aspects of it. “I have people 
I know and can call my racing family in many states that 
any time I show up to a track to race against them it is just 
going to be competitive and fun regardless of how anyone 
finishes.”
 When she gets onto the mower, there is a lot go-
ing through her mind, such as the current track conditions, 
who she needs to focus on at the green, based on where she 
is starting, how the machine has been running to that point 
in the day, and what type of driving styles she is up against.
 Alicia is having an impact on the motorsports in-
dustry for sure. “While I wouldn’t call lawnmower racing a 
large part of the motorsports industry, I feel like I have had 
an impact on helping to grow the sport and promote it. I 
have helped book and promote shows over the years along 
with my father who was the President of the American Rac-
ing Mower Association, including having sold and booked 
half the shows run by the organization the last year that my 
family ran the organization. Any time I have a girl come up 
to me and tell me she wants to race, or that she thinks what 
I do is cool it makes me so excited. The thought that one of 

these girls seeing me run and going “hey, that looks fun I 
could do that” just really makes me happy.”
 Alicia would like to improve her driving by being 
more consistent. “I feel like I absolutely have off days where 
it is not the machine that is performing poorly it is me. I 
have worked to get better by starting strength training to 
help with my endurance as well as making sure I am not 
getting too heat exhausted on days where the temperature 
is high but my tendency to not focus on myself but getting 
everything else going tends to bite me in the butt.”
 Her goal right now is to be known as a competi-
tive, clean, hard racer. “I am extremely proud to be known 
as a clean driver among the other drivers that have raced 
against me multiple times. I want to be known as some-
one that when you think about racing me, you remember a 
competitive, close, fun race. Growing up in this field I have 
learned that if I was going to be taken seriously I needed 
to take my time at the track seriously. If people are going 
to underestimate me then they can but it is my job to show 
them that I belong on the track just as much as anyone else. 
After being a part of this sport for 18 years I not only race 
competitively, but I have also helped grow the sport by sell-
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ing and promoting shows and I even help write the rule book. I have learned to 
not listen to people who don’t know what I can do and just see the fact that I am 
a girl and instead show them what kind of racer I am.”
 Her advice to girls who want to get started in racing is to start asking 
questions and make people explain things that you don’t understand. “There’s no 
reason you can’t race with the boys and kick their butt, and don’t let anyone tell 
you otherwise. I’ve seen women race harder and better when faced with setbacks 
on the track where men start overdriving and getting sloppy. Learn how to work 
on what you drive and really understand it, you will be better for it and having 
that mechanical knowledge will help you in life more than you would expect.”
 Alicia’s real-life hero is Carrie Fisher as far as famous people go. “My 
Mom is another one, she was a brilliant woman who touched many people both 
in the lawnmower racing community as well as a teacher.”
 I asked her if she had ever run out of gas on or off the track? She said, 
“Unfortunately yes this has happened to me. It was a sort of weird off-season 
race at Middle Road Speedway in Lewistown, PA. It was super cold and I was 
running my Sportsman at the time, and the engine was burning so much fuel 
that by the end of the feature just a few laps before the end I ended up pulling off 
the track because my mower was dying so badly. I didn’t realize it was due to the 
gas running out until I had pulled off the track and started looking everything 
over, I thought the carburetor was messing up and a jet was clogged or some-
thing.”
 Alicia has one rule at the track. “No monkeys at the track. It is a track 
superstition that I have been taught since I was young. It seems like every time 
someone brings a monkey, no matter if it was a stuffed animal, a blow-up toy, 
anything, something very bad would happen on the track. The last time I saw 
someone bring one a family friend’s engine blew up and he drove it off the track 
in flames.”
 Alicia’s oldest nickname is Twinkie, given to both her and her sister by a 
family friend. “He has called us that since we were born since Twinkies came in 
a pack of two, and we are identical twins.”
 You can follow Alicia on Facebook: Alicia Goffus.

Lawnmower
Racer Alicia Goffus
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Busy Mom Finds Time To Race

 Kellie Drury of Eldora Iowa is a mother to four great 
children and the wife of an amazing husband. The fam-
ily has two dogs, Camber (Golden Doodle) and Brinnley 
(English Mastiff). She and her husband own an automotive 
and diesel repair shop in Eldora. They also do snow remov-
al and own a semi. She has a bachelor’s degree in Criminal 
Justice and minors in Psychology and Sociology. Something 
most people don’t know about her is that she played college 
basketball. She now volunteers as a weightlifting coach and 

youth basketball. She also coaches 7th & 8th grade 
girls basketball.
 Kellie’s story begins when she was about 4 
years old. Her brother was just getting into racing 
go-karts and she wanted in. “We raced karts for a 
couple years while my dad raced modified. We quit 
completely as a family to camp, hunt, & fish. We 
got back into racing at the age of 14, we got into a 
cruiser car, my dad & I would race one week and 
then my brother and dad would race another. We 
stayed in the cruisers for one year and decided it 
was time to move up. I wanted a Hobby Stock and 
my brother wanted a modified so we met in the 
middle at a stock car. We built the car from scratch 
and my brother and I started switching every other 
week. That lasted for about a year and I was so busy 
with sports that I didn’t have time to work on it like 
my brother so I gave him the opportunity to race 
it every week. My brother passed a couple months 
later at the age 16 on July 1, 2020. Once my brother 
passed, I knew it was something I wanted to get 
back into. That next weekend I returned to the 
stock car and actually blew the motor. We changed 
the motor and went back to try again. I rolled the 

car (the rear end broke and flipped me). I started to think 
that maybe it wasn’t for me but gave it one more try and 
have been in a stock car ever since (age 15). I just moved 
up to the modified division at the age of 27, from the stock 
car division. My inspiration in the race car comes from my 
brother Cody. My best finishes have been lots of firsts in 
heats and B-mains and lots of 2nds in A-mains, but have 
not yet won an A-Main.

 Kellie’s most favorite and memorable mo-
ment so far while racing is getting on the podium 
from winning a heat race at the IMCA Super Na-
tionals. “I had won a couple of times before but it 
had rained out so I never actually got to drive up 
and be on the podium & draw for a spot until last 
year, 2021.”
Kellie’s Marketing Partners include:
Drury Automotive Service & Truck Repair
Jason Cox Construction LLC
Mike Steinfeldt Painting
Images by Mosch
NAPA Auto Parts Eldora, Iowa
JBS Rentals Inc.
Jared Bailey Photography
Becky Sennert
 She has a great group of people who help 
her with her car: Husband Daniel Drury, Dad Joe 
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Schmit, Blake Drury, Dan Drury Sr, and Rob & Kyle Rose.
Kellie deals with a bad day at the track with a nice talk with 
her husband about what they can do or change, & move on 
to be ready for the next race.
 Kellie races all over the state of Iowa. “We normally 
race on nights when the kids don’t have anything going on 
and we travel to Algona, Britt, Stuart, Marshalltown, and 
Independence all in Iowa, & Fairmont, MN. We also like to 
travel to big shows out of the state. My car color is purple, 
pink, & blue. My car number is 38c. The thirty-eight was 
decided by my brother and I because all the numbers we 
both wanted other drivers already had so that one just hap-
pened to win. When my brother and I were sharing a car, I 
was 38 and he was 38c. When he died I took over the 38c.”
The first thing she thinks about when getting into her car is 
her family. “I then thank GOD for all of them, I thank Him 
for good and bad things He has given me in this life & thank 
Him for the opportunity for tomorrow. I ask Him to be with 
me and all the drivers.”
 Kellie’s goal for her racing career is not only to win, 
but to set a great example for her fans, young and old. She 
loves showing that girls can drive racecars. Her favorite 
thing about being involved in motorsports is meeting new 
people.
 Kellie’s biggest challenge is not getting into her own 
head. “Racing only a couple of times a month while every-

one is racing 3 nights a week, I have to remember I don’t 
have the seat time like others and try not to get frustrated. 
I hope to make an impact by getting people used to seeing 
and hearing from a girl’s perspective of the track conditions 
& car changes, maybe it will change their perspective all 
around about females in the sport.”
 Kellie would like to improve on her consistency 
from lap to lap on track. At the end of her career, she would 
like to have accomplished a win. Being in a male-dominated 
sport does not bother Kellie. “I handle it just fine. I honestly 
know there is male dominance but see them more as just 
another competitor rather than a male.”
 Kellie’s advice to other girls who want to get into 
racing is to do it and never give up! “Keep pushing through 
the tough times, and enjoy the good ones. Don’t let anyone 
tell you that you can’t do it.”

Some things I learned about Kellie:
When she is nervous, she chews her fingernails.
The most dangerous thing she has ever done is sky diving.
She is a leader, not a follower.
Her favorite season is RACE season or fall.
She is afraid of hairy black spiders.
She would like to trade places with her dog Camber, for 
just one day.



https://www.facebook.com/IllianaSCR/

 Why join the International Women’s Motorsports Association, otherwise known as IWMA? 
Because in numbers we can accomplish so much more! Our vision is to have one place where women 
in any type of motorsport, and those who support and encourage women to be involved in motor-
sports, can ask questions, connect with other women to solve problems, get advice, and celebrate 
each other. Our website and Facebook pages will be the place to share upcoming events, photos, and 
news about women involved in motorsports. It will be the place to find racing related products, and 
other products and information for women to help them be better daughters, wives, sisters, mothers, 
grandmothers and friends.
 As part of the membership, you are encouraged to become an IWMA Official Ambassador. 
You are the eyes and ears at your local track or series, sharing photos and information with me that 
I can in turn, share to all of our followers. 
I welcome the opportunity to work with you!

Become an IWMA Ambassador

Elizabeth Beshears
Charlotte Camsey
Mallori Carroll
Jewell Crandell
Lori Cutter
Marni DeBoer
Natalie Decker
Pauline Dougald
Dalaney Dunn
Audrey Gerberding

Theresa Gilpatrick
Jessica Hicks
Jessica Johnk
Kiki Wong Kiswork
Jenn Krpata
Camille Lewis
Ella Mattson
Rylie Mullin
Anika O’Brien
Sarah Owens

Shelley Rhames
Sandy Shultz
Cindy Sisson
Makena Snyder
Madison Snyder
Heather Taylor
Karen Waters Thomas
Adrianna Timmerman
Brett Timmerman
Cindy Wessel

AMBASSADORS
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Busy Mom
Her Favorites:
Food: Spaghetti
Vacation: Costa Rica
Movie: Four Brothers
Musician: Morgan Wallen
Race Car Driver: Clint Bowyer
Color: Blue
Lucky Number: 13

Racetrack: Boone Speedway
Book: Dale Jr’s.
Sports Team: Iowa Hawkeyes
Kellie uses Facebook, Insta-
gram, and YouTube to pro-
mote her racing. Go to Kellie 
Drury Racing on Facebook 
& YouTube.



18

 Eight-year-old Rylee Jo Lively from Wildorado, 
TX loves racing which you can see from the smile on her 
face! She lives with her parents, Ashley and Steven and her 
brother Boston who are all very supportive of her. The fam-
ily has a Boxer named Bella. Her grandparents BoBo, GiGi, 
her great-grandma and her uncle Shawn all live close by 
and are a huge part of her life.
 Rylee attends Wildorado Elementary and is in the 
3rd grade. After high school she wants to go to West Texas 
A & M University but it is too soon to have decided on a ca-
reer. Her classmates think it is awesome that she races and 
that she gets to go out and go fast and have fun. She wants to 
continue to work hard, get good grades, and see where her 
racing career takes her.
 When she is not racing, she likes to play outside 
with her friends jumping on the trampoline, rollerskating 
around the shop, or playing volleyball.
 As a young girl, Rylee is already giving back to her 
community as a volunteer at Fill with Hope. They are a local 
non-profit organization that fill “Hope Totes” with different 
snacks for kids in need. 
 In addition to racing, she has played T-Ball and 
volleyball and loves shooting the basketball when she has 
time. “I went to my first church camp last summer and had 
a blast. When I am not racing you can more then likely find 
me outside doing something lol.” 
 Rylee’s family has been around racing their entire 
lives. “My mom used to race herself and my dad has been on 
different pit crews most of his life. My first time to the races 
I was 4 weeks old and loved every minute of it. I started rac-
ing when I was 5 years old when one day my dad asked me 
if I wanted to try racing and I said YES!!!  My very first race 
I went out and won the main. I went on to win 5 more races 
that year, the track championship, and rookie of the year.” 
 Her most memorable moment was winning the first 
A main event she ever raced in and jumping into her dad’s 
arms and giving him a big hug. 
 “I have a ton of people who help me both on and 
off the track be as successful as I am. Scott Land Co., K3 
Towing, Street VW, C.A.R.S., Lazy Gator, 806 Sports 
Radio,Youth Racers of America, Camille Fritzler Physi-
cal Therapist, Total Works Chiropractic, UTLR Under The 
Lights Racing, KMO Racing, Coolhorse Trailer Service, V5 
Builders, Upward Benefits Solutions, LLC, Compass Racing 
Development, Ashton Express Tax, The White Family Rac-
ing, Rick Looby Homes, Chapman Family Insurance, S&S 
Sports Cards, AA&A Windshield & Glass, Red, White, & 
Boom Fireworks, Leopard & Pearl Boutique, SweetNasty 
Fabrication, Mike Ewing Customs, Cox Performance En-
gines, Amsoil Racing, Wicked Kustoms, Powder Max, Walk 

Nasty Racing, Modern Imagine, Chugger Lugger, and Silver 
Dollar Speedway Amarillo, TX.”
 Rylee says her pit crew is the best in the business! 
“My Dad is the main person to work on my kart. Then I 
have my Uncle Shawn and Braden White who help on race 
days. Then my Mama is our photographer for our team.”
 Rylee has won 16 main events since she started rac-
ing, at two different tracks. Silver Dollar Speedway in Ama-
rillo, TX is her home track and she has also won at County 
Line Speedway in Lubbock, TX.
 Rylee says she never has a bad day at the race track. 
“Any day at the track is better then being at home.” 
 Rylee has two outlaw karts, a QRC and a PRC. She 
will be running Jr 1 Outlaw and some Jr. 2 Outlaw races 
this season. “My main colors on my karts are black, grey, 
fluorescent pink, and fluorescent green. My number is 170. 
I chose that because when my Mama raced her number was 
17 and my dad’s number in football was 70 so we combined 
them.”
 Rylee’s goal for her racing career is to continue to 
move up through the different series and hopefully making 
it to NASCAR one day. When she gets into her kart she is 
thinking about winning! One thing she would like to do is 
go faster!

Young Racer Enjoys Giving Back To Her Community
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 Her biggest challenge is learning new tracks and 
how to drive her kart as track conditions change. Seeing all 
the fans cheering and pulling onto and off the track are her 
favorite things. “I have this huge fan whose name is Gracie. 
The first time I met Gracie everyone was giving her a hard 
time and I invited her over to see my kart and gave her a 
hero card. Since that day she has been one of my biggest 
fans and is always super excited to see me.”
 Rylee feels that she has made an impact with her 
racing by using her platform to give back to the community. 
“I host a Back 2 School Backpack Giveaway where last year 
we gave away over 500 backpacks full of school supplies. We 
also hold a Trunk or Treat to give kids a safe place to have 
a great time on Halloween. Around Thanksgiving we held 
a canned food drive where we collected over 300 pounds of 
food. We have held two Toy Drives where we have collected 
and donated over 500 toys to local groups to help kids have 
a better Christmas. I also volunteer at a local non profit fill-
ing “Hope Totes” full of snacks for kids in need.” 
 At the end of her career, she would like to have had 
the kind of career that is Hall of Fame worthy, either on the 
local level or something bigger. 
 Rylee does not let being a girl racing against mostly 
boys affect her. “I just go out and do my best every race.”
 Rylee’s advice for young girls who want to get start-
ed in racing is “Just be yourself and have fun because at the 
end of the day its about having fun.” 
 Rylee’s parents run her social media for her. 
‘They try and post as much as they can about everything I 
do on and off the track. My dad does a race report after ev-
ery race and he also does sponsor spotlights where he tells 
a little bit about the sponsors and how long they have sup-
ported me. You can find me on Facebook at RJO Racing, on 
Instagram at rjo_racing, on twitter at @RjoRacing, or even 
my website www.rjoracing.com.”
Who are your real-life heroes? My parents, Chase Elliott, 
Kyle Larson, McKenna Haase, Kenny Montgomery.

What is something you would like to learn? How to ride a 
horse.
In an argument, do you have to have the last word? No.
What is your favorite app on your phone or tablet? You-
Tube or Roblox.
Do you have any lucky charms, objects or traditions? I lis-
ten to Dirt by Kenny Montgomery before the races. 
What’s the last thing you have done that you are proud of? 
Winning my 2nd Championship.
Do you have a nickname and how did you get it? Yes every-
one calls me R-Jo, my mom gave me the nickname. 
Who knows you better than anyone else? My Mama.
Are you a leader or a follower? A leader.
What is your favorite thing to celebrate? My birthday. 

FAVORITES:
Food: Mac and Cheese        
Color: Pink & Green
Vacation destination: Norman, OK        
Lucky number: 170
Candy or Dessert: Dove Chocolate         
Racetrack: Silver Dollar Speedway 

Movie: Space Jam        
Book: Captain Insano 
Racing Books 
Musician: Kenny Mont-
gomery         
Sports team: Dallas Cow-
boys 
Race car driver: Chase 
Elliott 
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 Amanda Bentley of Wytheville, VA met her hus-
band Brandon when she was just 17. He was a racer and 
had been racing since he was 14. “I had never been around 
it, I pretty much was told learn it or love it or move on lol. 
So we were married a year later and I love it! I have learned 
every aspect I can and help on any and all parts of the car. I 
do all the sponsorship parts of the car. We started in FWD, 
mini stocks, super streets and now race crate open wheel 
modifieds.” Now she is a very important part of the team.
 Her most memorable moment was to watch her hus-
band, his uncle and her father-in-law all win their champi-
onships in their respective classes. 
 Their marketing partners include: Truliant Federal 
Credit Union, Noonan Industries LLC, MJD Small Engine 
Repair, Hedricks Auto, JD Lines, Odell Landscaping, and 
Community Connection Services and Support LLC. Most 
of the partners are good friends. “I try to make sure to in-
volve them on and off the track, do giveaways etc.” 
 Friends and family help with the car. The team races 
in Virginia, West VA, North Carolina and South Carolina. 
Her husband drives a 602 crate open wheel modified in the 
Mid-Easy Modified class. He has finished 2nd place in the 
modified at Wythe Raceway and won many times in the 

mini stock there as well. The car is red and black, their son’s 
favorite colors and they are number 29. That is the number 
they started with in the mod and it just stuck.
 Everyone has a bad day at the track once in a while, 
but Amanda said as long as her husband is good, everything 
else is fixable. “And being at the track is always better that 
being anywhere else!”
 Amanda and her husband hope to race until their 
son is old enough to take over . Her favorite part of being 
the wife of a race car driver is the thrill of watching him and 
always being so proud.
 “When he gets into the car I pray that he is safe, 
smart and has fun. My biggest challenge is trying to be 
calm- not get worked up so early in the race.”
 One of her favorite experiences at the racetrack was 
meeting Kyle Strickler and is family at Friendship Motor 
Speedway. “They were so nice, talked to us forever. Really 
down to earth.”
 Amanda hopes to make an impact in motorsports 
by helping the series they run with getting sponsorships 
along with their team’s to keep the sport growing. “I would 
like to improve my knowledge of the sport and understand 
the bars more, how to change and correct the car. Our main 

4

Listen to Racing Girls Rock Podcast on:
Podbean     YouTube     Apple Podcasts     Google       Podbay

Being A Race Wife Is Important to Team Success



21

objective is to have fun, win some races, and the good times 
out-weigh the bad.”
 Surprisingly, Amanda sometimes has issues when 
she calls to order parts. Because she is a woman, she of-
ten gets asked, “Are you sure? Did you mean this or that? 
Because they think since she is a woman she doesn’t know 
what she is talking about. And she responds, “No I meant 
what I said and then others see what I can do and treat me 
just the same.”
 Her advice for other girls or women who want to get 
involved in motorsports is “Do it! Learn all you can, knowl-
edge is power.”
 Amanda and her husband have a four-year-old boy 
and a silver lab. Her mother passed away in 2018 from can-
cer. Something most people don’t know about her is that 
she was on an episode of Unsolved Mysteries.
 Amanda works as the manager of a credit union. 
Her co-workers think it is interesting and exciting that they 
are involved in motorsports. The credit union sponsors 
their car and the series they run in.
 When they are not racing, they enjoy camping and 
being outside. Amanda loves to volunteer at the Santa Shop 
in her hometown that gives toys to less fortunate families. 
She has run for government office twice in her hometown 
and the family loves football and basketball.
 Amanda helps maintain balance in her life and for 
her family by making sure they take some short trips to get 
away. “We don’t race every weekend and we include our 
son in all of it. I have never missed a race in 17 years and 
don’t intend to ever, it’s a family affair.”
 Amanda is a planner. “I cook at the racetrack also 
for us and several others and I want the meal planned, the 
trailer packed. Spontaneous is good sometimes but I prefer 
to be planned and organized.”
 Amanda says her Mom influenced her life the most. 
“She was so kind and patient and never second guessed her-
self. She was a strong, tough woman I can only wish to be 
like. I am definitely a leader. I tend to take charge of a situ-
ation or task and try to help navigate what that should look 
like.”
 Amanda loves celebrating everything! “I love plan-
ning parties from birthdays to Halloween. I live in the pres-
ent. The past is gone and the future isn’t certain.” I am out-
going-my husband says I am loud!”
 “Something we have done that I never thought 
I would do is go to the new Dallas Cowboy stadium and 
watch a football game.”
 “And last but not least, I hate spiders with a pas-
sion!”
 If you would like to follow Amanda’s family race 
team, they use Facebook and TikTok all the time.

AMANDA’S FAVORITES:
Food: Mexican      
Color: orange
Vacation destination: Pigeon Forge, TN   
Lucky number: 10
Candy or Dessert: Mounds    
Racetrack: Friendship Motor Speedway
Movie: Dirty Dancing      
Book: 50 Shades
Musician: Adele      
Sports team: VA Tech/Dallas Cowboys
Race car driver: Brandon Bentley (husband) or Kyle 
Strickler
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 Meet Lindsey Dyer 
from Lincolnton, NC. She 
got introduced to racing 
when her now husband 
took her to the local track 
for their first date. “I start-
ed racing about 4 years ago. 
I started out in a Saturn 
and ended up totaling it in 
my first season. So I had 
to rebuild because I knew 
I wasn’t ready to give up. I 
turned around and bought 
a 1996 Honda Accord for 
$2,000 3 years ago. In 2018 
I finished 10th in points, 2019 I finished 5th, in 2020 I led 
points until I found out I was pregnant and had to step 
away. In 2021 I missed 4-5 races at the beginning and fin-
ished 3rd in points. This past season (2021), I finally won 
my first race!! It was great. I had all my kids there and most 
of my friends.” 
 Her most memorable moments so far in her rac-
ing career are winning her first race  and the second one is 
meeting her first true fan, Kynslee. “I met her 3 years ago at 
a meet and greet on the front stretch. I can remember when 
I rolled on the back stretch she was the only voice I heard 
yelling my name when I got out of my car. We have become 
family with her and her family. She has a sister named Addy. 
She has been a fan of mine as well and now Addy races in 
my class with me because of watching me race. So those are 
my girls and I’m their Lindsey.” 
 Her marketing partners are Twist Time Upholstery 
and Whispering Pine Tree Care. Lindsey appreciates her 
sponsors for helping her get started into the season and 
then she depends on herself. “I feel like they can’t be used at 
the expense of my ooops moments.” 
 Lindsey’s husband helps her with her car. “He is the 
back bone of my car! I honestly just show up and race. Now 
I do change the oil, spark plugs and wires and rotate tires, 
but he is the fixer. He is the best support system that I could 
ever ask for.”
 Her best finish was first place on 8-7-2021 at East 
Lincoln Motor Speedway in Stanley, NC.  She also races at 
Carolina Speedway. She races her Honda Accord, aka Black 
Betty. She runs in the Powder Puff class. The car has a black 
body with purple decking. “I chose #27 after my oldest’s 
birthday. Black is just a nice color and Kynslee chose my 
decking color.”
 When Lindsey has a bad day at the track, she sits in 
her trailer and keeps to herself. “Now I can’t make myself 

out to be prefect-- sometimes things do get a little harsh 
and I do have to voice how I feel. Just depends on how the 
situation plays out.”
 Her favorite part of being a race car driver is show-
ing young women that racing isn’t a man’s sport, that wom-
en can enjoy it too. Her goal is to win a points Champion-
ship, but she says if she doesn’t that’s OK, but it is a goal.
 When she gets in her car ready to go out for a race, 
she thinks about making it home to her kids. Her biggest 
challenge is caring about others. “I don’t race dirty and I am 
normally the one they bully because they know I won’t bully 
back. I’m trying to make an impact on the motorsports in-
dustry by killing everyone with kindness and keep trying to 
bring young women into this sport.”
 Something she would like to improve on is getting 
a backbone, drive a little harder and become the best driver 
she can. She hopes to get that points Championship but 
is OK walking away when the time is right. “I really don’t 
handle being a woman in a man’s sport very well. Most men 
still think women don’t belong out on the track but we are 
slowly changing that. My advice to any girl who wants to be 
like me, and get involved in racing, is to never let your size, 
fear, or gossip stop you from playing the game of racing. 
Life is a Chance...take it and live a little.”
 Lindsey is a mother to two sweet boys and a crazy 
fur baby. Something people don’t know about her is that she 
honestly cares about how people see her and think about 
her despite what she says all the time.
 She works as a team associate at Walmart. Some of 
her co-workers think she is crazy and a little on the redneck 
side. Another one has a daughter that races and that’s all 
they talk about at lunch.
 When she is not racing, she is watching her oldest 
son play baseball. Here are a few other interesting things 
about Lindsey:
She always has to have the last word.
She is a planner but depending on the situation can be 
spontaneous.
Her kids have influenced her life the most. “I want them to 
see that they can do anything they set their mind to.”
When she is nervous she talks a lot.
Her nickname is Mrs. Dirty Dyer. She is guilty by associa-
tion from her husband.
She does not feel like she fits in at the race track every time 
“...because I don’t have a very nice car.”
She feels the biggest challenge kids face today is bullying 
and judgment of others.
She is both a leader and a follower depending on the situ-
ation.
When you first meet her, she is shy, but when you get to 

Lindsey Dyer Sets Example for Other Women
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know her she is 
extremely outgo-
ing.
Something she 
has done that she 
never thought 
she would do is 
roll her car off the 
backstretch wall. 
“I thought only 
men did that.”
She wants to en-
courage you to get 
a racecar if you 
want to race! “You 
only live once and 
it’s FUN!”
 L i n d s e y 
uses social media 
to post images of 
her car and share 
photos of her fans 
with her. Follow 
her on Facebook under Lindsey Dyer.

LINDSEY’S FAVORITES:
Food: Chicken wings   
Color: Blue, black
Vacation destination: TN  
Lucky number: 12
Candy or Dessert: Oreo milkshake 
Racetrack: East Lincoln Speedway and 
Lancaster Speedway
Race car driver: Her husband
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 Lindsey Stevens from Searcy, AR is a late 
model racer’s wife. She helps her husband at the 
race track. She shared her story with us, in her own 
words.

  My husband has myself and Josh Ivey to help 
him with his car. My husband and I were doing this 
all by ourselves at one point. He would make adjust-
ments to the car while I was putting tires on or put-
ting fuel in the car. I am also in control of keeping up 
with lap times and how everyone finishes. I also stick 
for him to let him know his gaps and anything else I 
can communicate to him while he is racing. Now that 
Josh has joined us, it has made a world of difference 
for our small team. He works very hard to maintain 
things while my husband adjusts on shocks and keeps 
watch on the track and how it is changing throughout 
the night.
 We are so blessed and thankful to have so 
many amazing sponsors. We could NOT do what we do 
without them: Stallion Transportation Group, W&W Tim-
ber, Bass, Bucks, and Birds, Swift Springs, Bilstein Shocks, 
Joel’s Auto Sales, Team 5, Southern Belle Apparel, SRI, and 
MOD co. 
 My husband has been very blessed to have estab-
lished a name for himself early on in his racing career. His 
success had sponsors coming to him and wanting to help 
him which is an absolute blessing. He works his butt off to 
maintain his name and make all our sponsors proud. My 
husband has won many big races. 

 I have always been a huge dirt track racing fan. 
Since I was 5 years old, I found myself watching the sport. I 
grew up watching Steve Kinser race sprint cars. My love for 
racing continued to grow and there was not any dirt track 
car that I didn’t enjoy watching. My husband and I had our 
first date in 2008 to the topless 100 in Batesville, Arkansas. 
Seeing your husband love the sport and succeed makes that 
love grow even more.  Racing has always been in my blood.
 Personally, my most memorable moment of my 
husband’s racing career has been him winning our best 
friends dads memorial race at 67 Speedway, the Kenneth 
Mitchell Memorial. There were so many emotions after he 

got that win. Our 
best friends, Jon 
and Kimberly 
Mitchell got to cel-
ebrate with us as he 
was on the podium 
with us. Another 
very memorable 
race for us would 
have to be the 
TOMS race that my 
husband won in a 
modified in Ard-
more, Oklahoma. 
He started deep in 
the field, and we 
had an IMCA le-
gal car up against 
USRA modifieds. 
He defeated some 

Behind Every Good Driver is a Supportive Wife
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big-time names such as Rodney 
Sanders, Tanner Mullins, etc. It 
was very emotional for me, as a 
wife and pit crew, to witness such 
a big win. 
 We are running with the 
COMP Cams Super Dirt Series 
this year. We will run primarily 
around the South in Arkansas, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, 
and Tennessee. We are always 
open to travel to big shows any-
where. We have a Rocket XR1- 
Super Late Model and run in the 
Super Late Model class. “Our car 
is black, blue, fluorescent orange, 
and holographic this year. We 
are number 2. With us owning 
a graphics business, we do different colors every year. My 
husband has always been #2 since he started racing go karts.
 My goal for my husband is to always do his best and 
be safe. The sport is so dangerous and all I want is to see 
him happy, safe, and having fun! Seeing all of these things, 
makes me so happy as a wife.
 Our biggest challenge at times is time. Working full 
time and racing a strict, set schedule can be challenging. 
That’s where I feel like I also make a difference. I can pack, 
grab fire suits, buy groceries, and do all of the behind-the-
scenes stuff to help out the team. I do my best to make sure 
that everyone has what they need and we are loaded up and 
ready.
 We deal with our bad nights at the track the best we 
can. I always find myself picking out the positives from a 
bad night. I always do my very best to encourage him and 
remind him that there is always tomorrow or next week to 

regroup and do it again. You are not going to 
race and not have a bad night. It comes with 
the sport. Things happen and you just have to 
deal with it and leave it behind you. 
 We have so many amazing fans. Honestly, 
any time a fan comes to our trailer, we try to 
stop what we are doing to say hi and interact. 
We have lots of kids that look up to Tyler and 
watch every move he makes on and off the 
track. It means the absolute world to us. We 
try to donate and give back as much as we can. 
Whether it be to a nonprofit organization, or a 
go fund me for someone that needs it.
 My husband has always dreamed of racing 
a super late model. That has always been his 
end goal and he is living his dream. He wants 
to win as much as he possibly can by the end 
of his career. Personally, I do not race, but I do 

for our team. My husband trusting me with sticking and 
changing tires, setting air pressure, etc. means a lot to me. 
I take pride in knowing that I can do just as good of a job 
as a man can when it comes to the responsibilities that my 
husband gives me. I may not do a lot of heavy lifting, but I 
can read a track and give him feedback on what I see. I can 
do the simple things when it comes to helping, but being a 
female in this sport is something that I take pride in. I learn 
more and more each trip and that will continue until we do 
not race anymore. You can never know everything when it 
comes to racing.
 Being a race wife is a hard job. You sacrifice time at 
the track and in the shop when you could be doing other 
things. Its hard watching your man strap in and hope that he 
makes it back in without injury. Its hard keeping your cool 
when he is driven dirty or a bad call is made. Its all around a 
stressful job in itself. This is why it takes a special lady to be 

a racing wife. It is worth every stress, heart 
ache, sleepless night to see your husband, 
on top of his car, smiling from ear to ear 
after winning a race. When you think its 
too hard or you are over it, take a weekend 
off to regroup, because your man always 
needs you in his corner. It is a comfort to 
him whether you believe it or not. Trust 
me. 
 My advice to any little girl or lady 
that wants to be involved in racing is DO 
IT! Do not let anyone tell you that you 
can’t, because you 100% can! Go to the 
shop and listen, watch, and take in every-
thing that you hear from your person. That 
is how you learn. Also, watch races on TV 
if you can’t get to a track. 

Continued to page 27



 Tori DeLuca is from Becket, MA and is in the 6th 
grade at St. Mary’s School. She lives with her mom, dad, 
brother and grandma. Her friends at school think it is cool 
and amazing that she races, and that a girl can be interest-
ed in motorsports. When she is not racing she likes to act, 
ski, and hang out with friends. She has also done gymnas-
tics, martial arts, and she likes to volunteer at her church. 
Something most people don’t know about her is that she 
can speak Russian.
 She got interested in racing because she watched her 
brother race his go kart and she really wanted to try it. “My 
dad bought me a champ kart and ever since I’ve been rac-
ing. I started when I was 11.” Tori is now 12.
 Her most memorable moment so far was when she 
raced a family friend, Gary Silkey (#75) for the first time 
and she was told she had a “racing spirit.” Gary, Ricky Haw-
ley, Ernie deChane, Joe DeLuca and Scotty Carlotto help 
her with her car. Her marking partners include Carlotto 
Designs, Silkey Racing, Bro MX, and Pioneer Valley Indoor 
Karting.
 Tori’s best finish was 2nd at Lebanon Valley Speed-
way. She also races the Junior League at Pioneer Valley In-
door Karting. She drives a winged Jr. Champ. Her car is blue 
and purple and her number is 21. “I chose that number be-
cause I was born on the 21st and blue and purple are my 
favorite colors.” If she has a bad day at the track she just 
acknowledges that it happened, that the race is over, and she 
can’t change what happened.
 “My favorite thing about being a race car driver is 
the speed and adrenaline. Someday I hope to be in NAS-
CAR. When I get in the car I say a prayer and hope that no-

body gets hurt. My biggest challenge is avoiding hard areas 
on the track and getting faster in the corner.”
 Tori hopes to inspire other girls to get involved with 
racing. “I don’t let it bother me that I’m a girl in a boy’s 
sport. That doesn’t mean that women can’t make an impact. 
My advice for other girls is don’t hesitate to do what you 
think you’d like to do.”
You can find her on social media at:
Facebook: 21 Tori DeLuca racing
Instagram: 21_tori_deluca
TikTok: 2Toridelucaracing
CHKRD: 21delucamotorsportsracing
 Here are some more things I learned about Tori:
A favorite fan experience is when a man and his daughter 
made her a racing T-shirt. 
She would most like to live in Tennessee because there is 
a lot of land and she would love to build her own track to 
practice on.
Her dad is her real-life hero.
In an argument she has to have the last word.
She is both spontaneous and a planner.
She believes that leaders all have the drive to be successful.
Favorite Number is 21.
Favorite vacation spot is Rhode island.
She loves all kinds of candy.
Her favorite racetrack is Lebanon Valley Speedway.
Her favorite movie is Talledaga Nights.
Her favorite book is Holes.
Her favorite musician is Alice Cooper.
Her favorite sports team is DeLuca Motorsports Racing.
Her favorite driver is #75, Gary Silkey.

Tori DeLuca Loves Speed and Adrenaline
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  My husband and I have a 6-year-old daughter, Preslee Ste-
vens. We have a son on the way, due May 7th, named Bryson Ste-
vens. We have 3 dogs named Zoey, Tank, and Belle. They are very 
much our children too. We all race together as a family. I feel like I 
am an open book and there isn’t really anything that others do not 
know about me. I was a college basketball player at Arkansas Tech 
University and I enjoyed playing very much. I love to travel and 
race. I also love being a mom. I am also a CHIX GEAR rep. Anyone 
can use my code (LSTEVENS10).
 I have a small boutique and we also own Razor Edge Graph-
ics. We wrap lots of race cars and have a large commercial customer 
base. If you can wrap it, we can do it. I am my only employee, so it 
makes it very nice when we race. I can do everything remote on the 
road.
 I asked Lindsey to share some things with us:
How do you maintain balance in your life? 
 I have so much going on in life right now, some days seem 
impossible to maintain balance. Time management is the best for 
maintaining balance. I work, home school my daughter, maintain a 
home, get her to lessons, race, wife, and I am pregnant with our baby 
boy. Setting aside time for each thing is the only way I can maintain 
balance. Making time is also a must. You have to make time to do 
things that are important to you.
If you could live anywhere, where would it be?
 If I could live anywhere, it would be somewhere by a beach. 
I love the beach and the sunny weather. 
Have you ever felt like you did not fit in at the race track?
I have definitely felt like I did not fit in. When we are racing, you see 
more males than females when it comes to sticking and being active. 
I like to look as nice as I can and a lot of people seem to not take me 
seriously because of these things. Just because I like to look nice and 
fix my hair does not mean that I do not belong in the sport. I tend to 
feel out of place, but it does NOT stop me or slow me down one bit. 
I can talk racing all day long. 
Who knows you better than anyone?
My husband knows me better than anyone. We have been together 
for 11 years and he just knows everything about me.
Who are you a role model for?
I am a role model for my daughter. She watches every move that I 
make. She always says that she wants to be like me because I do a 
lot of things and I am so good at them. ( I am hard on myself when 
it comes to doing this timely and correctly).
What is your favorite holiday?
Christmas is by far my favorite holiday. I love buying for everyone 
and giving. It makes me feel so fulfilled and happy seeing everyone 
so happy. 
Do you have a favorite charity or non-profit organization?
 The organization that holds a special place in my heart is 
Operation Underground Railroad. They do so many good things to 

bring child trafficking to light and save those poor 
babies. 
What are you afraid of?
I am terrified of snakes, sharks, and alligators.
Do you look at things in a positive or negative 
way?
 I try my best to always view the positive in 
every situation.
If you could trade places with anyone for a day, 
who would it be?
 If I could trade places with anyone for a 
day, it would have to be my daughter. I would love 
to walk in her shoes to see how I could go about 
being the best mom that I can possibly be. 
How do you use Social Media for your team?
 Social media is such a great way to con-
nect with fans and sponsors. It is your chance to 
interact and update those who couldn’t make it 
to a race. I sell a lot of our racing attire on social 
media. It is just a great platform to reach every-
one at one time. We also have a racing website for 
anyone that wants to keep up with us. We have 
personal Facebook pages that we use at every 
single race. Feel free to friend us to follow. We also 
have our business page up and running, Razor 
Edge Graphics. We are out of Searcy, Arkansas. 
Our racing website is also a great place to keep up 
with us. Tylerstevensracing.com
Lindsey’s Favorites:
Food- Sushi  Color- pink
Vacation- Hawaii Lucky Number- 2
Dessert- cheesecake  Musician- Metallica
Racetrack- Lucas Oil Speedway
Movie- Days of Thunder and Twister
Sports team- Arkansas Razorbacks
Race car driver- TYLER STEVENS 

Continued from Page 25
Behind Every Good Driver...
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 Fifteen-year-old Emali Van-
Hoff is from Chowchilla, CA and lives 
with her parents, Cindy and Jack. She 
has a brother Austin who races an 
IMCA stock car. She has a black lab 
named “Dash” and a cat named “Die-
sel.” Something most people don’t 
know is that her name is pronounced 
“Emma-Lee”.
 Emali is currently a sopho-
more and does independent study 
through Chowchilla High School. If 
all goes well she will be graduating as 
a junior in December of 2022. After 
high school she either wants to go to 
cosmetology school or perhaps a ca-
reer in forensics. (Watched too many 
NCIS shows on TV!) Her long-term career plan is to either 
own her own salon and still do something with forensics. “I 
know that is a weird combination but I want to be able to 
go to work and enjoy what I do and these are two things I 
really like.”
 Her friends think it is awesome that she races, and 
some think she is crazy, but they all support her. When she 
is not racing she hangs out with them, rides her quad, plays 
with her dog, and hangs out with her family. She used to 
play softball, volleyball, basketball and soccer.
 Emali was nine-years-old when her brother Austin 
built her her first go kart because he wanted her to race with 
him at “The Barn” in Chowchilla. “He thought I would re-
ally like it. I told him I would try it but wasn’t sure if I re-
ally wanted to race at the time. I never thought when that 
started, I would be where I am today racing a Sport Mod.
 Her most memorable moment so far was winning 
the Championship in the Junior Flat Division at “The Barn” 
and the same year winning Kart Nationals, also held at “The 
Barn”. This was 2018/2019. She has raced at Merced Speed-
way, Bakersfield, Antioch, Watsonville, Tulare, Hanford, 
Arizona, Chico, Placerville and Petaluma.
 Her current sponsors are:
Golden Memorial Insurance in Chowchilla CA
California Comfort in Merced CA
Manure Money – Paul Stone in Winton CA
Keldson Racing Prunedale CA
Mikes Radiator and Muffler in Merced CA
Johnson Brothers Racing in Bakersfield CA
VanEssen Motorsports in Visalia CA
Jess and Scott Foster in Oakley CA
 Emali’s brother, Jacob VanEssen and Cody John-
son help with her car. “I have a 2018 Shaw and I run in 

the Northern IMCA Sport Mod Division. My colors are 
Orange and Blue on a black body, and my number is 4M. 
I chose this number because when I started racing karts it 
was for me so I used the number 4 and people all call me 
Em, so I went with 4M. My colors will be changed up a little 
this year. My best finish was at Antioch Speedway on July 
10, 2021. I started 16th in the main event and finished 8th. 
When I have a bad day at the track, I talk about it with my 
pit crew and my mom, and then try to shake it off and move 
forward. I try to learn from it and not dwell on it.”
 Emali’s goal is to get better each time she is out on 
the track and to learn as much as she can. She hopes to win 
some main events. “I was told by Ryan Fernandes, who 
helped me with my driving in the go kart, that I need to 
race my own race and hit my marks and not to worry about 
the person in front of me, that with time I will be out front 
and to be patient, so I try to remember that each time I am 
out on the track.”
 When she gets into her car, she gets really focused. 
Sometimes people think she is mad, because of the look on 
her face, but she is just thinking of what she needs to do 
when she gets out on the track. “Once I hit the track my 
mind is clear and I don’t think of anything but racing and 
hitting my marks. My favorite part of being a race car driv-
er is meeting new people, traveling to new places, racing 
at new tracks, and just being out on the track. My biggest 
challenge is trying to prove myself, getting nervous and not 
having the confidence in myself sometimes, even though I 
know I can do it! I know I can  race! I feel I need to drive the 
car a little harder and be surer of myself and confident, and 
I need to be more aggressive.”
 She has a great fan experience that she shared. “My 
fan experience that I remember and I wish and hope I can 
find him this season, is a little boy, whom I met in the stands 

$60 Made A Huge Impact on Emali VanHoff



29

handing out hero cards. He came to my pits after the race 
and sat in the car, took pictures and was so excited. When 
he left, he ran back and handed me something and said “I 
want to support you in your racing”. He ran away before I 
could get his name and he had handed me $60.00. I tried to 
find him and even posted on Facebook hoping to find him. 
I want to put his name on my car and on every car I drive. 
I want to remember that this is what it is about, seeing kids 
smile and want to be a part of racing and meeting people 
like me. I am not a professional driver but he made me feel 
like I was. I will find him!”
 “I hope to make an impact in racing by getting bet-
ter and better and move up to other divisions and do well. 
I don’t want to just RACE...I want to be GOOD at racing! 
I would like to win a Championship and some National 
events. Being a female in a male dominated sport, I feel I 
have to prove myself. I feel that a lot of men think we as 
women, shouldn’t be on the track. I let these things drive 
me to make me better, to show them I do belong and that I 
am not leaving. I want to do this sport just like they do and 
I am just as good as they are. I will get better.”
 “If there are any girls out there that want to race, I 
would say “go for it” don’t think it isn’t possible, follow your 
dreams because your dreams don’t follow you. Be the best 
you can be and enjoy every minute of it.”
 Here are some things we learned about Emali!
My favorite season is summer, I enjoy swimming and like 
warm weather and the beach.
I am both shy and outgoing... a little bit of both. I am re-
served until I get to know you, then I will joke around and 
be more outgoing.
I am afraid of BUGS…any and all types of bugs.
My lucky charm is my dog’s collar.  I drive around with it 
in my car. I lost my chocolate lab Ty a few years ago so I 
keep his collar in the car. I have a special necklace that I 

wear. It represents a special lady 
that knew I had what it would 
take to race and would push me. 
Her name was Sandy and I miss 
her a lot.
When I get nervous, I listen to 
music. It calms me down. I wish 
I could listen to it in the race car 
sometimes…lol
My best quality is being support-
ive, and my personality.
My favorite thing to celebrate is 
my birthday.
I do have a scar...Ok, so we were 
in the pool-- me, my brother and 
his friends. His friend (he knows 
who he is) threw a hard plastic 
horseshoe and it bounced off the 

pool floaty and hit me in the face. Now I have a scar on my 
upper lip and a slanted smile!
My mom knows me better than anyone else.  She knows 
all…. even when I think I am hiding or not telling her 
something. Somehow, she knows.
I have a nickname. My friends and family call me Em,
but recently while in Arizona, I received the name GMAIL…
Thanks Jerry!
Emali’s Favorites:
Food—Italian    Movie – Little Rascals
Vacation Destination – Lake or Beach
Candy or desert – Chocolate Cake
Musician – Morgan Wallen
Color – Yellow   Lucky number – 13
Race Track – Watsonville
Book – That’s not what happened by Kody Keplinger
 To follow Emali on social media, she is on Facebook 
and Instagram. “We post video and pictures, we are doing 
a Facebook page strictly for racing this year, instead of us-
ing our personal accounts. I will be putting pictures, video 
and sponsor related items on it. People can follow me on 
Instagram at emalivanhoff_4m and on Facebook right now 
is Emali VanHoff. Once I have the new one up for racing, I 
will post it on my current locations so people can follow it 
too.”
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 If it has two wheels, Jillian Deschenes has most likely raced it. Whether it’s indoor flat track, outdoor flat track, ice 
racing or hare scrambles - whatever she’s racing, she has a big smile on her face the entire race weekend. I swear, she has 
the gift of being able to race anything, and being able to race it fast.
 Jillian got into motorcycles when she was just four years old, after her father introduced her to them. After find-
ing a 1972 Suzuki JR 50 with bent front forks in a recycling bin, her dad got it running and got her in all of her gear to go 
ride around in their backyard. With one hill in their backyard, Jillian would ride around with her siblings and as she says, 
“I was always highly motivated to keep up with my older siblings. My dad always motivated me to brush off the dirt and 
get back up after I had fallen down, and man did I fall down, a lot!” When she graduated from riding in the backyard, she 
went to riding in the fields surrounding their property in Elk River. She recalls, “We spent a lot of time playing in the fields 
and riding makeshift trails, following around my dad and his buddies or my older brother. Eventually, we had a makeshift 
motocross track in the backyard. We would ride our bikes rain or shine until we were out of gas or our folks refused to fill 
them up. My dad and brother raced motocross competitively and I followed suit for a few years racing in the 65cc class 
(her first Motocross bike was a 2000 KTM SX 65)”.
 

She did her first Flat Track race at Cedar Lake Arena after she had spectated a race there previously. While on a borrowed 
2007 Honda CRF 150 with hard trials tires on it, she finished third in her first event. Jillian says, “I got a small plastic tro-
phy and I was so excited about it. I remember feeling very proud and enthusiastic to get faster and get my bike set up better 
before the next race.” For Flat Track, she currently has a 2008 Yamaha YZ250F and a 2019 Royal Enfield INT 650. I’ve seen 
her race at Flat Out Friday, War of the Twins and at Cedar Lake Arena on all of her bikes and she is quick! For Enduros 
and Harescrambles, she races a 2013 KTM 200-XCW. 
 Jillian’s favorite track is Flying Dutchmen Motorcycle Club in New Ulm, Minnesota - a track that she has taken 
several podiums at throughout the years. She says, “Hands down the best track around. The track prep is always un-
believable. Somehow Adam Schmidt and the Dutchmen always make sure the track is on point. My favorite flagger in 

Jillian Deschenes Loves Two Wheels           By: Jessica Johnk
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Minnesota lives just after turn 3 on race weekends. 
He always brings the best dance moves out during my 
cool down laps after finishing a race.” To add on that, 
when asked what her favorite thing is about racing, 
Jillian says, “The community. I don’t think I would be 
who I am today had I not grown up on dirtbikes and 
camping at the tracks every weekend. I love bringing 
my daughter around the track nowadays whether she 
is racing or not because I feel like the people you meet 
at the track are friends for a lifetime.” Now that her 
daughter has started to show interest in racing, Jillian 
says she is looking forward to supporting her.
 The first time I saw Jillian race was at Flat Out 
Friday in Milwaukee back in 2019. I remember her 
flying into the first corner, three wide - absolutely 
fearless. The next race I saw her at was War of the 
Twins in St. Paul and she was so confident on her bike 
that she would just run away from everyone else on 
the track. When I asked what her most memorable 
race is, she says, “Senoia Raceway in Georgia! This 
was my first time racing with Melissa Paris and the 
BTR program. I was fully prepared to get my butt 
kicked by her and had accepted that going into the 
weekend. To my surprise she didn’t! I was able to not 
only take P1 with BTR that night, I was also able to 
win some cash in the Hooligan class with a podium 
finish where I was racing against several Harley Da-
vidson 1200 and seasoned riders. Racing under the 

Continued to page 32
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lights and having the Georgia crowd cheering me 
on as the top female rider that night felt incred-
ible. To this day I cannot think of that night and 
not smile ear to ear.” You’ll always be able to pick 
Jillian out at the track because she has the big-
gest, happiest smile on her face the entire day (I’m 
pretty sure she’s smiling under her helmet as she 
throws her bikes sideways too). She is also great 
at championing her fellow competitors. This past 
summer, she came up to Brainerd International 
Raceway to cheer on the Royal Enfield Roadrac-
ing ladies, pumping them up before they hit the track and being there to cheer for them when they came in. 
 As her racing career has grown, Jillian has also faced some challenges. She says, “In the recent years with increased 
sponsorship involvement I’ve received a lot of support and publicity. My race program has come a long way from where 
it began. While most people are excited for me and supportive, I do get the keyboard warriors and smack talkers hating 
on me or making negative remarks regarding me or my race program. I overcome this by not taking any of it to heart, 
understanding a lot of what people say stems from their own insecurities. I just try to continue to do me, stay humble, and 
not focus on what other people have to say about me or my race program.” Every time she has been knocked down, she 
gets right back up and she doesn’t let those challenges stand in her way. At one of the events during War of the Twins, her 
bike slid out from under her and she was collected by another rider that ran her over. She didn’t stay down though, she got 
right back up and the crowd cheered her on. Her tenacity and her fighting spirit ensures that she never gives up.
 When asked who inspires her the most, Jillian says, “I find inspiration in a variety of people. I would say my 
daughter inspires me the most because being a mom pushes me to be the best that I can be in all areas of my life. As an 
RN working in geriatrics and hospice I find a lot of inspiration in my patients as well. It is important to live my life now 
and not fear the future. We never know what tomorrow might bring and so I make an effort to live for the present time. 
While motorcycle racing is a dangerous sport, I try not to let that dictate my decisions but rather, invest in the protective 
gear to make my hobby as safe as it can be, because ultimately, I usually have to get to work on Monday.” A lot of people are 
inspired by Jillian, as well. Her determination, her spirit and her perseverance make her someone to look up to. Plus, the 
way she cheers for competitors and friends, and the way she treats everyone with genuine kindness is what makes people 
remember her.
 Jillian’s best piece of advice that 
she’s been given is, “Seat time is seat 
time. After an 18 year break from mo-
torcycles this rings so true. With my 
primary discipline being flat track, I 
found it really challenging to get prac-
tice on dirt oval tracks between dis-
trict races, I also wasn’t financially in 
a position to do much traveling. I had 
my bike set up for ice, singletrack, mx 
and flat track initially. Whatever the 
weekend brought, I was ready. You 
don’t need the nicest bikes and the nic-
est gear. Just feeling a bike move un-
derneath you and getting comfortable 
with the way it handles builds con-
fidence in your riding and this flows 
into other areas of your life.” 

Continued from page 31
Deschenes
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 Julie Dahmer is a mighty Miata racer that hails from 
Sheboygan, Wisconsin. She’s a fierce competitor and has the 
best attitude on and off the track, along with a positive can-
do approach to everything she does.
 Growing up, Julie always had a love for cars and 
would watch the Indy 500 every year. Her first car was 
Dodge Omni 024. She says, “I washed it so much my par-
ents said the paint was going to wear off.” When she was 
18 years old she got into racing and met her husband Brad, 
who was racing circle track at the time (dirt and asphalt). In 
2018 she took the leap and got her race license at Blackhawk 
Farms, which was her first time on a race track as well. She 
never did a track day before race school, and as she puts it, 
“Just got in the car and gave it a try.” She adds, “I must have 
smarted off to Brad at some point a couple years ago about 
putting me in a car; because the next time I went to the race 
shop he surprised me with one. I couldn’t believe it!”

 Road America is Julie’s home track, one that she 
frequently races at because she only lives 20 minutes away 
(lucky!). With Road America being the only track she has 
time for, her goal for this year is to drop her lap times. She 
says, “I really feel I’m always learning every minute on the 

track and I have so much more to learn. I’m impatient with 
myself and get frustrated. I started this journey much later 
than most drivers.” Coming from me, someone that has 
watched Julie race and progress over the last 3 years, I can 
say she is consistently smooth and she is consistently getting 
faster each race weekend. Sitting and watching her through 
the Turns 6, 7 and 8 section at Road America is always fun 
because she is so quick and spot on every single lap. 
 When she isn’t racing a Miata, Julie drives for UPS. 
She says, “My biggest challenge with racing is I’m too cau-
tious on the track. I’ve been behind the wheel of a UPS truck 
for 24 years - winters and all. And that job has influenced 
my track time more than I want it to. It’s a constant battle. 
I’m working on it!” With racing experience at both Road 
America and Blackhawk Farms, Julie is hoping to some day 
race at Laguna Seca. Until then, she is looking forward to 
getting more track time at Road America.

 I love seeing Julie (and Brad) at the track because 
they’re both so positive and have the best attitudes all the 
time. They both go the extra mile to invite everyone in and 
make it feel like a community and a family at the track. 
When I asked Julie who inspires her the most, she says, “My 
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husband Brad inspires me the most. He’s extremely talented 
from building cars and racing in the GT1 class to being my 
number one fan and coach. There’s no way I could do this 
without him. He’s taught me so much.” Whenever I see Brad 
on the grid with Julie, we stop to chat and he talks about 
how proud he is of her and how great she’s doing - like I 
said, they’re both so positive and great all the time!
 I’m so excited to see Julie race her speedy Miata this 
season because she’s just so fun to watch. When she’s not 
on the track, she’s there supporting and cheering for others. 
She makes time to come hype you up to tell you how great 
you’re doing, and it means so much to have such a kind, 
supportive racer that does all of these extra things to make 
race weekends special.
 If there’s a piece of advice Julie can pass on to other females 
in the motorsports industry, she says, “ I’ve been working in 
a man’s world for so long and now racing in one too.  You 
have to get over being treated differently. Don’t use it as an 
excuse. Everyone makes mistakes no matter what gender 
you are. Just get out there and keep improving. Respect 
comes in time.”

35



 Mackenzie Bjorklund from Sandstone, MN was 
born into a race family. Her uncle raced a Wissota A-Mod 
for about 20 years, way before she was born. Her grandpa 
would always help him. “I remember Saturday night’s at 
Ogilvie watching my uncle race and I just loved the atmo-
sphere. My uncle then quit racing because he was starting a 
family and my grandpa started racing in the Northern Vin-
tage Stockcar Racers and I would always go with him and 
watch him. When I was 12 my grandpa bought me a hornet 

and I tested it out at St. Croix Speedway and I was hooked 
ever since then. My grandpa then bought me a Pure Stock 
when I was 13 and we raced that for about 3 years at St. 
Croix Speedway and Proctor Speedway. Then when I was 
16 my grandpa bought me a vintage stockcar so I could race 
the same nights as him. I mentioned to him one day how 
even though we are racing on the same nights now that I 
would like to actually race against him and be on the track 
the same time as him. We sold my stockcar and bought a 
vintage modified. We used to have to haul the race cars sep-
arately to the tracks but my grandpa built a double hauler 
so this past year we could ride together. Now for the 2022 
season, my uncle bought a 360 wingless sprint car that he 
and I were supposed to share while I run the vintage modi-
fied a couple times. But my grandpa surprised me with my 
own wingless sprint car so now my uncle and I will be rac-
ing those along with the vintage modified every once in a 
while.”
 She has a couple of very important memories from 
her race career so far. “One of them would have to be when 
my grandpa won his feature at Cedar Lake and I brought 

my cousins down to victory lane to see him. The other one 
would be when I got my first win at Hibbing Raceway this 
past season.”
 Mackenzie has had some great sponsors along the 
way and most are from her hometown. “We have had Qual-
ity Home and Sports Center, Shell’s Daycare, Attaboys Taxi 
Service, Ron’s Classic Construction, Northwoods Granite, 
and my biggest one would have to be Bjorklund and Sons 
Trailer Repair (my grandpa). A lot of them are local and 

always willing to put their name 
on a car. Even though I have 
some great sponsors it doesn’t 
even come close to what it costs 
to build and maintain a race car. 
My grandpa has been the heart 
and soul emotionally, physi-
cally, and financially throughout 
my racing career. Without him I 
would not be able to do what I 
do.”
 In addition to all the support 
her grandpa gives her, he does 
most of the work on her car but 
her uncle has also helped quite a 
bit too.
 Her best finish would be at 
Hibbing Raceway this past sea-
son when she won her first heat 
race. “I know it doesn’t sound 

like a lot but it was so exciting.”
 If she has a bad day at the racetrack, her grandpa 
always cheers her up. “He always encourages me and there 
is always a fist bump before we strap into our cars. We have 
raced all over Minnesota and Wisconsin. We are at a differ-
ent track every weekend.”
 She currently races a Maxim sprint car chassis and a 
Troyer for her vintage car. “I’ve been running a vintage su-
per modified but this year I will also be running a 360 wing-
less sprint car. My car color for my vintage car is black and 
we are not quite sure what the sprint car will look like yet. 
My number is 17b and that comes from my uncle’s A-mod 
and my grandpa, the number has been used in our family 
for racing for 20 plus years.”
 Mackenzie’s racing goal is to run with the World of 
Outlaw Sprint Car Series. She loves being a race car driver 
because the racing community is a different type of family.
“The fans are always amazing and are always so supportive.”
 When she gets into her car she is thinking about 
how thankful she is to have this opportunity and she always 
says a little prayer before going out on the track. Her biggest 
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challenge is proving herself to the guys she races with and 
the fans. “It’s hard sometimes, but you just have to prove 
yourself to them and most of them will treat you the same 
as any other racer. It’s a little intimidating at first but you 
just have to do what you can. I love when kids come up 
and ask for pictures or sit in the car, it makes my day.” She 
feels she is making an impact on motorsports by showing 
everyone that girls can race too. Something she would like 
to improve on is working on her confidence when it comes 
to racing.

 At the end of her career she hopes to have won a 
series championship or earned a top 5 in points. Her advice 
for other girls who are interested in racing is to do it! “Don’t 
worry about what anyone will think. You will have the best 
time of your life!”
 Her real-life heroes include Tori Knutson. “I really 
look up to Tori Knutson, she races a 410 sprint car and she 
has given me some pointers with running a sprint car. An-
other one would be my parents and my grandparents who 
support me in chasing my dream.”
 When Mackenzie get nervous she snaps her fingers 
or talks a lot. “My grandpa can always tell when I’m nervous 
because I won’t shut up. Before every race, my grandpa will 
always put up my window net for me or we always give fist 
bumps before strapping in.”
 Mackenzie’s grandpa and uncle sometimes call 
her “Kenzirena” for a nickname and other people call her 
“Kenz” or “Kenzie”.
 Mackenzie’s great-grandma passed away from Al-
zheimer’s so that is a charity close to her heart. “I have 
worked with many people who have that cruel disease as 

well.”
 Mackenzie is an only child and she has a lot of cous-
ins who are like siblings to her. Her mom, dad, and step-
mom are very supportive of her. “I have two dogs, one is a 
golden retriever (Rocco) he will be 2 in May and a black lab 
(Reggie) who is 6 months old.”
 Most people don’t know she races, so when she tells 
them it is a shocker! She works at a group home as a Direct 
Support professional and she absolutely loves her job. Her 
co-workers think it is awesome that she races, and a few 
have even come to watch her.
 “I graduated from East Central High School in 
2021. When I was in school I played volleyball for 9 years, 
I played basketball for 8 years, and I played softball for 2 
years. I also managed my men’s high school’s basketball 
team for 2 years. I currently am going to Pine Technical and 
Community College and am earning my LPN degree. I plan 
on going back for my RN after I work for a couple years as a 
LPN. I want to be a traveling nurse or work in a hospital and 
specialize in pediatrics. I eventually want to get my BSN 
and work at the labor and delivery unit at Regions Hospital.
My classmates think it’s really cool that I race. Especially 
when I went to high school, some of them would come 
when we were racing at a nearby track.”
 When she is not racing she likes to hangout with 
her friends and family. “My family is very close so we get 
together whenever we can.”
 Mackenzie uses Facebook but is thinking of starting 
an Instagram page once the sprint car is racing. You can 
find her by typing “Bjorklund Racing 17b” on Facebook.

MACKENZIE’S FAVORITES:
Food: Cheese Curds   Color: Pink or Purple
Vacation destination: Anywhere in Florida 
Lucky number: 17  Candy or Dessert: Pecan Pie 
Racetrack: Proctor Speedway Movie: Talladega Nights 
Book: The Outsiders  Musician: Morgan Wallen 
Sports team: MN Vikings  I am afraid of: SNAKES!
Race car driver: Tori Knutson
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Busch Light Makes a First-Of-Its-Kind, $10 Million 
Commitment to Elevate Women to The Highest Level of NASCAR
Reprinted with Permission
 At the 64th running of the Daytona 500, Busch Light announced the launch of the Busch Light Accelerate Her Program, 
a three-year, $10M commitment that takes aim at the inequity of resources available to women drivers, including to provide more 
funding, track time, media exposure and training to every 21+ woman driver in NASCAR.
 This first-of-its-kind program is focused on addressing the one number that needs the most attention in NASCAR -- zero 
women drivers are currently competing at the sport’s highest level. As one of the only large-scale sports organizations where women 
and men compete directly, accelerating gender equality in NASCAR presents a major and immediate opportunity to advance diver-
sity in sports, both today and for future generations.
 “Busch Light has been an iconic sponsor in NASCAR for decades and we’ve been lucky to witness some of the greatest 
women drivers in history, but it can’t be argued that the NASCAR Cups Series field is dominated by male drivers,” said Krystyn Stowe, 
Senior Brand Director, Busch Family of Brands at Anheuser-Busch. “Through our sponsorship rights and our platform, we’re seizing 
the opportunity to make historic progress toward gender inclusivity and while the immediate program goals may start here, we hope 
the sentiment will carry far beyond that, encouraging the broadest level of inclusivity across all sports.”
 Busch Light is proud to play a part in the larger cultural movement toward equity in sport, and the program will help build 
the next generation of women drivers by elevating those who currently pave the path. The inaugural sponsorship recipients of the 
Busch Light Accelerate Her program are Toni Breidinger, Natalie Decker, Amber Balcaen, Jennifer Jo Cobb, Brittney Zamora, Stepha-
nie Moyer and Melissa Fifield. Additionally, with an eye toward the future, a portion of the $10M commitment will also be reserved 
as a standing sponsorship fund for up-and-coming talent.
 “I know firsthand that women drivers in NASCAR face obstacles in advancing to the highest levels of the sport,” said Toni 
Breidinger, Busch Light Race Team. “But the track doesn’t know gender, the car doesn’t know gender, so gender is irrelevant. At the 
end of the day, we’re all drivers on the same track racing towards the same goal. I’m proud to take part in the Busch Light Accelerate 
Her program alongside other women drivers because it’s not only an incredible new stream of direct support, but it’s the first real step 
toward spotlighting the gender imbalance.”
 As these drivers attest, sponsorship plays a vital role in climbing the ranks and can be the deciding factor for a talented athlete 
on the verge of cup series stardom. This program will invest directly in every 21+ women driver and put in place a program to track 
their development, improve their access to the sport and celebrate their success. These drivers help attract new fans and increase the 
relevance of the sport with women, gen Z and other emerging audiences. This increased relevance attracts fresh sponsorship, widens 
the popularity of the sport and ultimately opens more opportunities for current and future talent.
 “Busch Light is a leading sponsor who’s paving the way for women drivers to accomplish their dreams of competing at the 
highest levels of our sport.“ said Michelle Byron, Vice President, Partnership Marketing, NASCAR. “The Accelerate Her program 
will provide tremendous exposure and support as they rise through the ranks in our developmental and national series. Alongside 
our sponsorship partner, NASCAR is equally committed to creating an inclusive sport where the most talented drivers, regardless of 
gender, have the opportunity to compete on the biggest stage.”
 The Busch Light Accelerate Her program is the next step in a proud, 40-year partnership between Busch Light and NASCAR 
that has propelled the sport forward, bringing fans closer to the action and expanding NASCAR throughout the U.S. The official 
launch of the Busch Light Accelerate Her Program will officially launch with a nationally broadcast advertisement, live to the country 
on NASCAR’s biggest day, the Daytona 500 on Sunday, February 20th.
 Busch Light asks that fans show their support by heading to Busch.com/accelerateher where they can learn more about the 
Accelerate Her Program and the inaugural drivers being sponsored. To help further support these drivers, Busch Light asks fans to 
follow them on social media to help support them on their journey this season. Fans can also follow @Buschbeer on Twitter and 
Facebook, @Buschbeer on Instagram to see updates on how this program will continue to propel these drivers throughout the season 
and endeavor to build a more equal playing field for generations of drivers to come.

About Anheuser-Busch
For more than 160 years, Anheuser-Busch has carried on a legacy of brewing great-tasting, high-quality beers that have satisfied beer 
drinkers for generations. Today, we own and operate more than 120 facilities, including breweries, wholesaler distribution centers, 
agricultural facilities and packaging plants, and have more than 19,000 colleagues across the United States. We are home to several of 
America’s most recognizable beer brands, including Budweiser, Bud Light, Michelob ULTRA and Stella Artois, as well as a number 
of regional brands that provide beer drinkers with a choice of the best-tasting craft beers in the industry. From responsible drinking 
programs and emergency drinking water donations to industry-leading sustainability efforts, we are guided by our unwavering com-
mitment to supporting the communities we call home. For more information, visit www.anheuser-busch.com or follow Anheuser-
Busch on LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook and Instagram. 



If you don’t use Social Media to build your brand, stay in touch with your fans and marketing partners, and promote 
your race team, it’s time - PAST TIME - to get engaged! Here are some Social Media Usage Statistics that I ran across 
and thought you would benefit from reading this.

• 4.48 billion people currently use social media worldwide, up more than double from 2.07 billion in 2015.
• The average social media user engages with an average of 6.6 various social media platforms.
• The social media growth rate since 2015 is an average of 12.5% year-over-year. However, growth is on the decline with   
 2019-2020 data revealing a 9.2% growth rate.
• 60.99% of the 7.87 billion people in the world use social media, of eligible audiences aged 13+, there is 63% that are 
 active users.
• 93.33% of internet users are on social media; however, a titanic 85% of mobile internet users are active on networks.
• Out of the 4.48 billion social media users, 99% access websites or apps through a mobile device, with only 1.32% ac
 cessing platforms exclusively via desktop.
• Globally, the average time a person spends on social media a day is 2 hours 24 minutes; if someone is signed up at 16 
 and lives to be 70, they would spend 5-7 years of their life on it.
• 72.3% of the total US population actively use social media, totaling a number of 240 million people.
• Out of 7.87 billion people in the world, 56.8% of the populations use social networks, regardless of age or internet ac
 cess.
• 72.3% of the total US population have social network accounts, regardless of age, totaling a number of 231.47 million 
 people.
• In America, social media is more prevalent among women, in particular Instagram, Facebook and Pinterest whereas 
 men are using sites like YouTube and Twitter more.
• Unsurprisingly, the percentage of Americans using social media by age is primarily Gen Z and Millennials. 84% are age  
 18-29; 81% are age 30-49; 73% are age 50-64; and 45% are age 65+
• The most used social media sites are Facebook, YouTube, Instagram, Twitter, and Tiktok.
• The average time a person spends on social media a day is 145 minutes.
• 99% or 4.43 billion social media users access networks on a mobile device. 
• 78% of 2.97 billion users access networks exclusively on their mobile phone.
• 1.32% or 50 million exclusively access networks on a desktop.
• 20% or 760 million users use both desktop and mobile phone.
• There are 3.5 billion smartphones in the world, which means 84.855 of smartphone owner’s access social media from   
 their phones.
• There are 5.27 billion unique mobile phone users in the world.
• In the US, 54% of social media users are female, while the remaining 46% are male, compared with a global average of   
 45.6% for female and 54.4% for male.
• The average number of social media accounts is 8.4 per person in 2020.
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Best. Day. Ever.

Madison Snyder
Galesburg Speedway, MI

More than 100 tracks available with over 350 configurations
iRacing has more officially licensed, laser scanned tracks than anyone!

iRacing.com allows talented drivers to compete against fellow racers on iconic racetracks from around the globe. Hone your ability to 
navigate a technical corner at speed or read the air as you draft bumper–to–bumper on a straight, all in a realistic racing environment.

The track list spans eras, design philosophies and ever-improving vehicle performance. Thanks to our proprietary iRacing track technolo-
gies, each track offers a unique experience to racers. Whether you want to familiarize yourself  with your car or the track, each lap will 

provide valuable insights to improve yourself  as a driver.
You can swap paint on dozens of  tracks in a lineup that includes every bank, bump and barrier on these road courses and ovals. Herald-
ed tracks that play host to a variety of  races, like the Japanese Grand Prix at Suzuka Circuit or the Indy 500 at Indianapolis Motor Speed-

way, are all at your fingertips. From practice laps to championship races, join the pros on the tracks where racing legends are made.

www.iracing.com
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Become a Member of the IWMA
www.iwmanation.com

     Discounts from Preferred Partners
Opportunity to be an Ambassador for IWMA




